
GCSE English Language and Literature (2 GCSEs) 

  
WHAT WILL THESE COURSES ENABLE ME TO DO? 

These courses will develop your ability to communicate as effectively as possible in 

both spoken and written English, matching your style of expression to audience and 

purpose. You will also develop your ability to read, understand and respond to all 

types of texts, including texts from different centuries and media texts, recognising 

and appreciating themes and attitudes and the ways in which writers achieve their 

effects. It will also enable you to understand the rich heritage of English Literature. 

  

WHAT WILL THE COURSES CONTAIN? 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE: The course will develop your ability to read fluently, and 

with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st 

centuries, including fiction and literary non-fiction as well as other writing such as 

reviews and journalism. You will use the knowledge gained from wide reading to 

inform and improve your own writing. Also, the course will help you improve your 

listening and understanding of spoken language and your use of spoken Standard 

English. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE: You will read and respond to a wide variety of styles of 

writing from the literary heritage, including: power and conflict poetry; a Dickens 

novel, a modern play or novel and a Shakespeare play. 

  

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE: There are two external exams which account for 100% the 

overall grade. 

Paper 1: Explorations In Creative Reading and Writing tests your response to a 

fiction text and either a creative or descriptive piece of writing. 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives tests your response to two non-fiction 

texts and a written task which assesses your ability to express a viewpoint. 

Each exam is worth 50% of your overall GCSE English Language Grade. 

Additionally, you will be assessed for Spoken Language which assesses your ability 

to present; respond to questions and feedback, and your use of Standard English. 

This will be awarded in addition to your GCSE English Language grade. 

  

ENGLISH LITERATURE: Two external closed book exams account for 100% of the 

overall grade. 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 

Section A - Shakespeare: You will answer one question on one play, writing in detail 

about an extract from the play before writing about the play as a whole. 

Section B - The 19th-century novel: You will answer one question on a novel, writing 

in detail about an extract from the novel before writing about the novel as a whole. 



Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 

Section A - Modern texts: You will answer one essay question from a choice of two 

on a modern prose or drama text. 

Section B - Poetry: You will answer one comparative question on one named poem 

and another poem from your chosen anthology cluster. 

Section C - Unseen poetry: You will answer one question on an unseen poem and 

one question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem. 
 


