
 
 

 
CBA/KDE 
 
April 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: Progression to Year 13 
 
As students move into Year 13, there is the opportunity to amend their programme of study, as outlined 
below. 
 
AS into A Level 
Students are currently sitting examinations in each of their subjects.  The AS exams start on Monday 
13 May and the majority of subjects will conclude by Friday 24 May.    
 
To gain the full A Level award, students must add the A Level qualification to the AS grade.  Teaching 
for all A Level courses begins on Monday 3 June 2019 and this day will commence with a 
compulsory assembly at 8.50 am in Studio One.   
 
Students must attend all of these lessons if they wish to follow the A Level course in Year 13.  
It is now important that students consider which subjects they want to take at A Level.  There are a 
number of possible programmes that students can consider and these are as follows: 
 
1. Many students continue with three of the subjects taken at AS Level. Year 13 students who study 

three A Level subjects will also be timetabled a minimum of five additional hours of ‘Compulsory 
Study Time’ (CST). 

2. Some very able students continue with all four of the subjects that have been studied in Year 12. 
3. Students who have found several of their AS subjects difficult may choose to take two A Level 

subjects and follow an additional AS subject in Year 13 in addition to five hours of CST. (There 
will be limited places available for students through this option.) 

4. Students applying to university are advised to consider undertaking the Extended Project (EPQ) 
in Year 13.    

 
During the coming weeks, it is recommended that students attend a counselling interview with their 
tutor where they will be asked to give a provisional choice of courses of A level studies.  This will then 
be used to plan our provision for next year.   
 
The AS results will be published on Thursday 15 August and students may change their provisional 
choices when the results are actually known.  However, this will only be possible if the lessons have 
been attended from 3 June and will depend on suitable timetable arrangements being possible.  It is 
a condition of studying an A level course that he/she passes the subject at AS Level.  AS pass grades 
are on a scale of A to E.  If a student attains a ‘U’ grade at the end of Year 12, they will not be permitted 
to continue with the subject and it will be necessary to review their position at the College in a 
Guidance Discussion Meeting (GDM) with Mrs Clark. Similarly, if a student obtains two ‘U’ grades 
or more, their place at College will be considered as unviable and a GDM will be required.  
 
Students who underachieved will be asked to review their study programme with Mrs Clark, Assistant 
Vice Principal, on Wednesday 28 August 2019. Further details, including an appointment time, will be 
confirmed with individuals on Thursday 15 August 2019.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
BTEC Courses 
All BTEC courses are two year courses and in order to achieve a qualification, students must continue 
into the second year of the course. However, students must pass the compulsory external assessment 
which is completed in Year 12 to successfully progress into Year 13. Students who sit external 
assessments in Year 12 will receive exam results for these assessments in August as well. Teaching 
of BTEC courses will also continue until the end of the school year. There is no study leave for BTEC 
courses and students are expected to attend all lessons as timetabled.  Final results for students in 
their second year will be issued in August alongside other post 16 qualifications.  
 
No Resits for Post- 16 Learners 
As students are already aware, from September 2014, post-16 learners will not be permitted to retake 
subjects and/or resit a College year following poor examination results. This is a government initiative 
and part of their ongoing drive to raise standards. The government wishes to abolish what it regards as 
a ‘resit culture’ at post-16 and ensure learners only sit each exam once. From September 2014, the 
government no longer funded students who wished to re-sit subjects or resit the year, therefore post-
16 providers, including Plume Academy, are no longer able to offer this opportunity to their learners.   
 
Summer Term Attendance 
Students are expected to maintain a minimum average attendance of 95%. Students who consistently 
demonstrate poor attendance during the summer term, and/or an unsatisfactory attitude to learning 
and/or poor behaviour, will jeopardise their place at College and progression into Year 13. 
 
Work Shadowing – July 2019 
All Year 12 students are encouraged to undertake work shadowing to gain valuable experience in the 
field of work they are interested in. In an ever increasingly demanding job market and the competitive 
nature of securing places in higher education, this extra experience could prove to be the difference in 
terms of whether a student actually secures employment moving forward. Please note safety is 
paramount and health and safety procedures must be followed, therefore please be aware that students 
will not be permitted to work for a company that does not have both Public Liability and Employer 
Liability Insurance. 
 
Year 12 students will be involved in work shadowing on Monday 15 July to Wednesday 17 July 2019. 
All Year 12 students will return to lessons on Thursday 18 July 2019.  Students will meet with their 
tutors to return their work shadowing evaluation paperwork.  Feedback from employers will be included 
in their Year 13 Annual Overall Report (AOR) and their tutor UCAS statement where relevant.  
 
Students who have not organised a work shadowing placement will be expected to be in school on 
Monday 15 July to Wednesday 17 July 2019 from 8.30 am - 3.10 pm. They will be allocated into 
specific groups and involved in a work-related programme of activities and an assessment. Feedback 
from this assessment will be included in their Year 13 AOR and tutor UCAS statement where relevant.  
 
I hope that this letter explains the next stage of study to you.  If you have any further questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact either myself or a member of the Plume College team.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
    
 

Mr C Barton      
Head of Year 12 and Year 13 
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