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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: Section 5 Full Ofsted Report 
 
Further to my correspondence before the half-term holiday, after further chasing the report’s formal publication 
over the break, I finally received it yesterday afternoon. However, as you will see upon reading the report, it is a 
very pleasing document highlighting the fact that at a time when the bar to achieve Ofsted ‘Good or better’ has 
never been higher, Plume Academy achieved this in every single category. 
 
I also feel it very important to note the fact that we went through the most rigorous of two day inspections 
involving a team of five vastly experienced inspectors, two of whom were Her Majesty’s Inspectors, a very 
senior position in Ofsted. They spent nearly 20 hours in the academy over the two days visiting all corners of 
both campuses including 76 lessons, many unaccompanied, as well as being out in the mornings, at break, 
lunch and during lesson changeovers. The team also conducted multiple meetings with my senior staff and I, 
as well as with members of the Board of Trustees, middle leaders, students representing all year groups and 
colleagues from the local authority.  
 
The first page of the report captures 16 positive reasons as to why the academy is deemed as being Good 
across all the Ofsted categories as opposed to highlighting just three areas in need of attention and focus. 
However, and as I know you would fully expect of my team and I, these did not come as a surprise to us 
although there continues to be good progress made in relation to these areas anyway. 
 
I am immensely proud of the outcomes the staff and students of Plume Academy secured after Ofsted’s recent 
two day visit. However, I would also like to sincerely thank you as our parents and carers as this report is 
something you should feel proud of too. Directly related to this was the fact that over 250 of you took the time 
to either complete the Parent View survey or email the inspection team during the visit the numbers of which 
greatly impressed the lead inspector and his team as did the actual survey findings. I was not aware of these 
until it was brought up in my final feedback meeting with the inspection team when they gave me the final 
judgements and articulated what our parents and carers had said about our academy. Virtually all of the 
questions on the survey scored well over 90% including the all-important question of ‘would you recommend 
this school to other parents’ which scored 95%. 
 
However, whilst we are indeed extremely pleased with this final report, I can wholeheartedly assure you we will 
not rest on our laurels and will only strive to continue to further improve over time and primarily to ensure our 
students receive the best possible educational experience. 
 
http://www.plume.essex.sch.uk/assets/plume-school-ofsted-reports-2018.pdf  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr C A Wakefield 
Principal 
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