
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
CWA/LDA/GHA 
 
20 July 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers of our new incoming Year 7 Students 
 
Re: Testing for Year 7 Prior to the Start of the Autumn Term 
 
First of all, I hope this correspondence finds you, your children and your respective families well. 
 
On Monday 16 August, I will be writing to all 1800+ of our 2021-22 families with regards arrangements for the 
start of term, primarily relating to COVID-19 protocols. I could of course produce such a letter at this stage, 
however, if there’s anything this past 16 months has taught me, it’s to almost expect change in terms of the 
input and via the associated guidance documents from the Government. Therefore, I’ll wait and see as to what 
the next four weeks bring, especially in this further national escalating case climate, prior to feeling in a more 
confident position to clarify as to what the start of the Autumn term arrangements will be. 
 
However, what I can clarify with you at this stage are the Lateral Flow Device testing arrangements for our new 
Year 7 intake. Therefore, please note the following: 
 

- Whilst I strongly recommend all of our families opt into the academy’s twice weekly LFD testing 
programme, it is not compulsory to do so. 

- Our current students who have already opted into the academy’s LFD testing programme can carry on 
testing twice weekly at home over the holidays, including and especially on Wednesday 1 September 
2021, the day before all of our students return. 

- As required by the Department for Education (DfE), we will need to test our new Year 7 cohort prior to 
them starting their first day. Therefore, we have set aside our sports area of Fambridge Road 
Campus on Wednesday 1 September 2021 and invite our Year 7 students to arrive from 9am. 

- We anticipate the testing process will last no longer than 30 minutes and parents and carers 
can park in our tennis court area whilst waiting for their children, however, if you opt to do this, 
we ask that you wait in or by your cars and do not enter the main academy campus. 

- Our new Year 7 students who opt to test on the morning of Wednesday 1 September 2021 will not 
need to wear academy uniform but will need to bring a face covering. We will also provide sanitiser 
upon entrance to the sports area buildings. 

- Again, as required by the DfE, we will need consent forms completed for our new Year 7 students to 
partake in the academy’s testing programme. These can be accessed here and will need completing 
prior to the morning of the tests or your child will not be able to partake.  

- If you have any questions about these documents or have any issues completing them, please email 
LFTesting@plume.essex.sch.uk and we will endeavor to respond to anything that is raised as quickly 
as we possibly can. 

- For those new Year 7 students who attend the testing morning slot of 9am on Wednesday 1 September 
20201, after completing the test, they will be provided with a number of test kits to take home after 
which they can then join our current students in terms of partaking in the twice weekly LFD testing 
programme – a programme our current students and their respective families - which of course many of 
you already are - have been brilliant in doing since early March. Actions and endeavours that have not 
only kept their own families and other stakeholders of the academy safe, but the local and surrounding 
community too. 

- If you are already a Plume Academy family with older children at the academy and are testing your 
children at home, you can opt to do the same for your child who will be joining Year 7 in September 
2021. What you’ll need to do, however, for 1 September is to enter your child’s LFD test outcome at the 
following link: LFT Result Link 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y7LFTConsent21
mailto:LFTesting@plume.essex.sch.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y7LFTresults21


 
 
In an attempt to further assist as well as alleviate any worries or concerns our new Year 7 students who have 
not taken an LFD test as of yet may understandably have, please find what we hope will be a useful and fun 
video put together by our Mill Road Campus Lead, Ms Everett. As you’ll see, Ms Everett also very much 
enjoys putting these clips together and Ms Everett, like me and many other members of my senior team and 
other staff, will also be on hand to support our new Year 7 students through the process from the moment they 
arrive from 9am on Wednesday 1 September 2021: Ms Everett's Video 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and again, should you have any ensuing questions, do not 
hesitate to email LFTesting@plume.essex.sch.uk 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr C A Wakefield 
Executive Principal 
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