
 
 

PLUME ACADEMY - LEARNING OVERVIEW 

 

Years 11 

Course  GCSE History 

Specification Number/Exam Board OCR History B 

End of course assessment and weightings 5 Examination papers, each 1 hour in length and each 
constitutes 20% of GCSE History.  Thus the final linear 

examination in the Summer of Year 11 100% of the GCSE. 

 

Prior Learning 

The Year 10 and 11 History curriculum builds on prior learning from Years 7 to 9.  History is a cumulative subject 
discipline, and as such knowledge learnt in one year is layered upon previous years, for example knowledge learnt in 

Year 7 about Medieval trade across Europe, Asia and Africa combined with knowledge of growing world trade and British colonialism in 

Years 8 and 9 supports explanations for the Migration unit in Year 10 and then furthermore the Making of America unit in Year 11.    Thus, 
prior learning in previous years forms an integral support for the learning in GCSE History. 

 

Curriculum Intent – What are the curriculum aims?  
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Curriculum Implementation – What will my child be learning?  

And Curriculum Impact – How will progress be assessed as I learn? 

 

 Autumn 1 [17] Autumn 2 [17] Spring 1 [15] Spring 2 [15] Summer 1 [12]  

Year 11 Living  under Nazi Rule, 1933-45 

How did the Nazis take control of 

Germany so quickly? 

 How strong were the Nazi 
leaders in 1933? [1] 

 How strong was Nazi ideology in 
1933? [1] 

 What were the key factors that 
enabled a successful Nazi 
revolution? [1] 

 Why was the Night of the Long 
Knives an important step to 
power? [1] 

 “Hitler’s establishment of a 
dictatorship between January 
1933 and July 1934 was achieved 
by legal means”. How far do you 
agree with this view? [1]  

What made it so hard to oppose the 

Nazis?  

 Why was the Nazi machinery of 
terror so effective? [1] 

 How did the Nazis win the hearts 
and minds of the German 
people? [1] 

 Was opposition a serious threat 
1933 to 1939? [1] 

 Who was the ‘man with the iron 
heart’? [1] 

 Chaos & Consent? [1] 

 How useful are Interpretations B 
and C and Source D for a 
historian studying the work of 
the Gestapo between 1933 and 
1939? [1] 

How did the lives of the German 

people change, 1933–39? 

 Is the Kahlenberger Family an 
accurate portrayal of family life 
in Germany, 1933 to 1939? [2] 

 Why did the Nazis spend so 
much time and effort to control 
young people? [2] 

 What were the Nazi ideas about 
race? [1] 

 How did Jewish persecution 
change from 1933 to 1939? [1] 

 ‘The German people benefited 
from Nazi rule’. How far do you 
agree with this view of the years 
1933 to 1939? [1] 

 

What was the impact of the Second 

World War on Germany? 

 What was the impact of the 
early war years on the German 
people? [1] 

 Why might war make opposition 
to the Nazi regime grow? [1] 

 How did the turning points of 
WWII impact the lives of people 
under German rule? [1] 

 How did Germany descend into 
an ‘end with horror’ in the later 
war years? [1] 

What did Nazi rule mean for the 

people of Europe 1939-45? 

 How did occupation differ in 
eastern and western Europe? [2] 

 Who were the victims of the 
Holocaust? [1] 

 When and where did the 
Holocaust take place? [1] 

 What happened at the Nazi 
extermination camps? [1] 

Making of America, 1789-1900 

What tensions arose as the USA 

grew, 1789-1838? 

 What tensions were there in the 
beginning, 1789? [1] 

 Why did the USA expand so 
rapidly 1789-1838? [2] 

 Why did the USA expand into 
new lands, 1789-1838? [2] 

 Why did slavery expand so 
rapidly, 1789-1838? [2] 

 Why were the Indians forced 
onto a ‘Trail of Tears’? [1] 

 

Visions: How did different groups see 

the West, 1838-1860? 

 How did the Plains Indians see the 
‘Great American Desert’? [2] 

 How did the Early Migrants see 
the West? [1] 

 How did the Mormons view the 
West ? [1] 

 How similar were the gold rushes 
of California (1848-9) and Pike’s 
Peak (1858-9)? [2] 

 Visions: How did different groups 
see the West, 1838-1860? [1] 

How far did the Civil War transform 

the lives of African Americans?  

 ‘Slavery was the root cause of the 
American Civil War’ How far do 
you agree? [2] 

 ‘During the Civil War the Daily 
lives of African Americans carried 
on much as before’ To what 
extent do you agree? [2] 

 Did life get better or worse for 
African Americans during 
Reconstruction? [3] 

 

Why did the settlers gain, and the 

Native Americans loose, control of the 

Plains? 

 How did the railroads and ranches 
change the Plains? [2] 

 How did the Homesteaders survive 
and thrive on the Plains? [2] 

 Why was there so much bloodshed 
on the Plains, 1861-77? [4] 

‘We the people’ How did the lives of 

Americans change, 1877-1900? 

 What destroyed the Native 
American way of life, 1877-1900? [2] 

 How far did African American lives 
change between 1877 and 1900? [2] 

 ‘Mass migration transformed 
America by 1900’ How far do you 
agree? [2] 

 

Consolidating the Curriculum.  

Curriculum Intent 

(Focus): 

Causation, Similarity & Difference, 

Change & Continuity 

 

Causation, Similarity & Difference, 

Change & Continuity 

Causation, Similarity & Difference, 

Significance, Change & Continuity  

Causation, Similarity & Difference, 

Significance, Change & Continuity 

  

Curriculum Impact: 

How will progress be 

assessed? 

Formal:  

1. Open Book Essay (causation): 
“Hitler’s establishment of a 
dictatorship between January 1933 
and July 1934 was achieved by legal 
means”.  How far do you agree with 
this view? 

2. Open Book Short-Answer 
(interpretation): How useful are 
Interpretations B and C and Source 
D for a historian studying the work 
of the Gestapo between 1933 and 
1939? 

3. Creative (Signifence): exhibition 
exhibit on Nazi Youth 

4. Linear Examination with Essay 
(change & continuity): ‘The German 
people benefited from Nazi rule’. 
How far do you agree with this view 
of the years 1933 to 1939?  
 

Health Checks: classroom and online 

quizzes, timelines, narratives; exercise 

book checks 

Formal: 

5. Open Book Short-Answer 
(significance): What can Source A 
tell us about Nazi policies in the 
later war years, 1943 to 1945? Use 
the source and your own 
knowledge to support your 
answer. 

6. Open Book Short-Answer 
(significance): How useful is this 
source to a historian studying the 
Nazi extermination camps? 

7. Linear Examination Narrative: 
Write a clear and organized 
summary analysing the expansion 
of the United States between 
1789 and 1838. 

 

‘Health Checks: classroom and online 

quizzes, timelines, narratives; exercise 

book checks 

Formal: 

8. Creative (Significance): Vision of 
the West. 

9. Linear Examination with Essay 
(similarity & difference): ’The civil 
war improved the lives of African 
Americans’ How far do you 
agree? 

Health Checks: classroom and online 

quizzes, timelines, narratives; exercise 

book checks 

Formal: 

10. Open Book Essay (causation):’The 
US Army gained control of the 
Plains’ How far you agree? 

11. Linear Examination with Essay 
(causation): ‘Mass migration 
transformed America by 1900’ How 
far do you agree? [2] 

Health Checks: classroom and online 

quizzes, timelines, narratives; exercise 

book checks 

 
 

 



 
Super-Curricular Opportunities – Support and Extending Learning 

Useful supporting resources: If a student is really passionate about 
this subject, they could: 

As a parent/carer, I can assist my 
child in this subject by: 

 There is a 5R independent 
Learning Sheets for each 
sub-unit of each of the five 
units set out above to 
support your child with 
home-learning and revision 
throughout the two year 
course.  These are packed 
with alternative ideas (See 
SMWK) 

 Please visit FrogOS and the 
History GCSE pages for 
activities and resources. 

Read:  

 The Silk Roads: A New History of the 
World - Illustrated Edition, by Peter 
Frankopan (historian) 

 Bloody Foreigners, by Robert Windor 
(popular history) 

 The Norman Conquest, by Mark 
Morris (historian) 

 The Last English King, by Julian 
Rathbone (fiction) 

 The Book Thief, by Marcus Zukas 
(fiction) 

 After the War, by Tom Palmer 
(fiction) 

 The Third Reich in Power, by Richard 
Evans (historian) 

 Buffalo Soldier, by Tanya Landman 

 The flag never touched the ground, by 
Kekla Magoon. 

Watch:  

 Any of the documentaries on our 
Microsoft Streams GCSE History 
channels – one for each unit. 

 Netflix, The American Civil War, 
documentary series by Ken Burns. 

Surf: Please visit FrogOS and the History 
GCSE page for activities and resources. 
Visit:  

 Colchester Castle 

 Museum of London Docklands 

 Imperial War Museum London 

 Thomas Plume Library 

 Any historical sites of interest – 
including local Medieval 
churches! 

- Talking to your child about 
what they have been 
learning in History, ask them 
further questions and get 
them to explain ‘stuff’ to 
you. 

 Read this book with your 
child: The Silk Roads: A New 
History of the World - 
Illustrated Edition, by Peter 
Frankopan 

 Watch historical 
documentaries together 

 Visit local or national sites of 
historical interest. 

 

https://frog.plume.essex.sch.uk/app/os
https://frog.plume.essex.sch.uk/app/os
https://frog.plume.essex.sch.uk/app/os
https://web.microsoftstream.com/channel/3f1bc2db-26d2-45de-b351-c0f88e12bf8b
https://frog.plume.essex.sch.uk/app/os
https://frog.plume.essex.sch.uk/app/os
https://colchester.cimuseums.org.uk/visit/colchester-castle/
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands
https://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london
https://www.thomasplumeslibrary.co.uk/

