
 
 

 
              

CWA/KRE/MBE 
 
18 May 2020 
 
  
Dear Parents and Carers of Years 11, 12 and 13 students 
  
Re: GCSE, AS, A Level, Vocational and Technical Award Grade Entries 
  
I genuinely hope this correspondence finds you and your respective families well today. 
  
As some of you will already be aware, I wrote to all our 11, 12 and 13 students yesterday afternoon, as 
highlighted below, as well as posted a video to them with the same message via my academy Twitter 
account. These were aimed at reminding them that whilst everything in the press in recent weeks has 
been about year groups other than theirs, the process relating to securing the right, fair and accurate 
grades for each and every one of them has remained at the very forefront of our daily work. It has 
involved every single member of staff who has taught any of these year groups examination classes, 
their respective faculty and subject leaders and my own senior leadership team who have overseen all of 
this via the setting up of a working party. 
  
The work relating to this has been going on every single day for six weeks now, including throughout the 
entire Easter break, and as a direct result, we are now 90%+ through a multi-layered process. There are 
only two layers of scrutiny left and individual meetings led by me with every single faculty and subject 
leader, as well as their senior line manager, started today and I have at the point of sending this 
correspondence to you, conducted three already; they have gone as expected and that is exceptionally 
well I am very pleased to report. 
  
The rest will be conducted up to the point of Wednesday afternoon after which the working party and I 
will attend a virtual Trustees meeting and have everything that has occurred thus far scrutinised 
accordingly and as the final stage of our lengthy quality assurance process. This will then mean I should 
be in a position to submit these grades as from 1 June and when the relevant examination board 
windows open. 
  
Please find the communication sent to our students: 
  
Good afternoon Students of Years 11, 12 and 13, 
  
First of all, I genuinely hope this latest correspondence finds you and your respective families well. 
  
Secondly, I know that the national news has very much centred on year groups other than yours as of 
late and in relation to the potential larger scale opening of schools. Therefore, and in many ways, the 
hugely important matter of your summer grades may seem to have taken less of a priority, however, let 
me reassure you that nothing has remained more important to my colleagues and I than successfully 
working through our related detailed plan and which has continued to underpin the significant amount of 
work that has gone in from a huge amount of staff across the academy. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  
It is also why after another intensive week of a final round of scrutiny and quality assurance led by me 
personally and also involving our Board of Trustees, by Thursday (21 May) evening, I fully expect to be 
in the position of successfully signing-off every single one of them ready for submission when the actual 
window to do so opens on Monday 1 June. Therefore, I genuinely hope this provides further reassurance 
in relation to this key matter from an academy perspective and whilst stating that our core objective of 
securing and submitting only fair, accurate and professional judgement gradings based on the detailed 
evidence we hold, how well we know you and your respective individual efforts over time, will have been 
successfully achieved. 
  
Finally, I will conclude by reiterating the fact that I continue to miss seeing and working alongside you 
greatly and that you genuinely and sincerely remain in my thoughts and daily consideration. 
  
With great respect and sincerest best wishes, 
  
Mr Wakefield 
  
To conclude, I fully respect, appreciate and understand that this remains an anxious period for you as 
well as your children of course and as many of you will know, I also say this as a fellow parent of a child 
in one of these year groups. However, as I endeavoured to assure you and your children at the very 
beginning of this process, we will only do our utmost to get this vitally important process right so that we 
are ultimately in a position to then only submit grades that are fair, accurate and based on our evidence 
based professional judgement. After conducting this process since very early in April, I can honestly 
inform you that we are absolutely on track to do this and should have the whole process completed in 
the very near future. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr C A Wakefield 
Principal 
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