
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRO/KDA/AST/GHA  

11 February 2021  

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers   

Re: Spring 1 Term Summary 

Since returning to the academy in January 2021, in albeit a virtual capacity, the last six weeks have 
been a busy time for all stakeholders of the academy. Therefore, I thought it was of paramount 
importance that I thank all students for their fantastic engagement in lessons, their continual drive 
and enthusiasm to improve and their consistent participation in the virtual learning platform. 
 
MADE Training GCSE Workshop - Saturday 9 January 2021 
 
Year 11 students initially set the tone for the last six weeks, with superb attendance to the Virtual 
GCSE Workshop hosted by MADE training on Saturday 9 January. The workshop has laid the 
foundations and provided a platform for building upon these skills throughout the remainder of the 
academic year.  Additional MADE training resources have been extensively used to help develop 
these skills during form group time through the use of interactive video revision training and exam 
preparation techniques. 
 
Mock Exam Results 
 
The stakeholders of Year 11 received their mock examination results from Autumn 2020 at the start 
of January 2021 and this has enabled a substantial number of students to use these results to identify, 
complete and apply to a vast array of different post-16 pathways. We have been delighted that a 
significant proportion of Year 11 students have selected Plume College as their next destination for 
their post-16 education. 
 
College Application Support 
 
If any student or parent/carer supporting their son/daughter with a post-16 application requires further 
assistance then please do not hesitate to contact myself (d.rose@plume.essex.sch.uk), Mrs. D’Arcy-
Smith (k.darcy-smith@plume.essex.sch.uk) or Miss Meltzer (CEIAG Lead – 
b.meltzer@plume.essex.sch.uk ) who in turn will be happy to provide the relevant advice and 
guidance required. If however you have a specific query regarding Plume College, then please 
contact Mrs. Demes (College Manager) who will be on hand to support and assist accordingly 
(k.demes@plume.essex.sch.uk). 
 
Careers and Directions Appointments 
 
Alongside college applications, the uptake and involvement in careers and guidance discussions for 
Year 11 has been at record levels this academic year.  Our CEIAG team at Plume Academy have 
continued to provide Year 11 with virtual meetings and telephone communication to ensure students 
are as informed and guided through the processes required for their next steps.  Once again if your 
son/daughter requires a careers meeting, please encourage them to liaise with Mrs Brazier 
(deslb@plume.essex.sch.uk) to arrange a virtual career appointment. 
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Parents Consultation Evening 
 
It was fantastic to see so many stakeholders engage and converse with their teaching members of 
staff on Thursday 4 February at Year 11 Parents Consultation Evening. Although it was not delivered 
in our usual manner of face to face meetings within the stage hall, it did not deter parents, carers and 
students attending in their numbers, virtually, to ensure that students are guided and directed as to 
how to continue to show progress during this virtual learning programme and if/when we are able to 
return to the academy in person. As parents and carers of our Year 11 students, your feedback has 
been greatly received by all those teachers who attended to make the virtual evening a success and 
such an important evening for students in their quest to continue to progress in their GCSE studies. 
 
PD Newsletter and additional support 
 
Whilst this is our third lockdown thus far, as an academy we greatly value supporting our stakeholders 
and ensuring they are all aware of the support that is available via external services to the academy. 
Therefore, please can I take this opportunity to ensure you are aware of our fortnightly Personal 
Development Newsletter and in particular the list of external agencies which are documented in this 
publication. We hope you will find this information extremely useful during this lockdown period 
however please be reassured that we remain available to address any student specific concerns you 
may have.  
 
Celebrating Success 
 
On a final note, we would like to inform you that, Mrs. D’Arcy-Smith and I will be hosting a ‘celebration 
of successes’ assembly on Friday 12 February. The virtual learning experience has been in place for 
six weeks and collectively as a pastoral team, we wanted to personally share all the feedback and 
input we have received from staff regarding students’ positive engagement to their online learning. 
We are very much looking forward to acknowledging and celebrating the fantastic achievements of 
Year 11 during this lockdown period.  
 
Finally, both Mrs. D’Arcy-Smith and I want to say that we miss the day to day interaction with all 
stakeholders, we cannot wait to see the students back in the academy and we look forward to their 
return as soon as it is safe to do so.   
 
We hope all students keep working hard and stay focused on their goals whilst having a restful half 
term break and we look forward to working with them after half-term. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

                           
 
 
Mr. Rose         
Head of Year 11       
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