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DRO/AST/GHA  
18 June 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
  
Re: The Summer Term and Beyond for Year 10 
 
I am delighted to be writing to inform you of the exciting opportunities that Year 10 have ahead of them as they 
transition into Year 11.   
 
Previously, my last communication to you as parents and carers was a formal letter to congratulate the students on 
their fantastic behaviour during our inspirational assembly led by Richard Riakpohre, the British Commonwealth 
Boxing Champion, and preparing for the upcoming revision workshop, that was due the week of the academy’s closure.  
Since that time, a considerable amount of work from all stakeholders of the academy has helped to produce some 
truly outstanding GCSE work from our Year 10 students.  I truly am very proud to be able to call myself their Head of 
Year and be in such a pivotal position to help guide them through their GCSE years. 
 
Unfortunately, and as mentioned, due to the impact of COVID-19, Year 10 missed the opportunity to take part in their 
planned revision workshop, however, through the same company, we had been able to secure a fantastic online 
revision workshop which has now been created as a viable alternative.  Students will require a password and log in to 
access the resource and advice and you will find these details below. Please note that our Year 10 students will also 
be able to access this via the fortnightly newsletter as well as the Year 10 section of the academy’s website.   
The students can access the ‘Make it Happen in Education’ website by using the following link:  
 
https://www.makehappen.org/at-school/. They then click on the ‘at school’ section and enter the following login 
details: 
 
login: plumeschool 
password: qqhwnq3f 
 
It is recommended that students use ‘Chrome’ or ‘Firefox’ internet browsers for the workshops so as to ensure 
everything works as effectively as it possibly can.   
 
Once the students have completed the workshop, there is a survey we would appreciate they complete as this will 
only further support us to continue to enhance the revision programme we offer at Plume Academy, even during these 
somewhat indifferent times. 
 
On Friday 10 July 2020, we also have another fantastic opportunity for Year 10 students during period 3 (1pm-2pm) 
of the virtual learning timetable. We are delighted to welcome back one of our former students, Christopher Adams, 
who left Plume Academy and went on to forge a very successful career in football development.  Christopher now 
heads up a hugely successful football development programme in Australia and will be delivering the story of his 
journey to and beyond Year 10 in a special assembly. Having known, taught, coached and played football and cricket 
with Christopher, his journey is inspirational and will add to the cultural development of every student regardless as to 
whether they are interested in sport or not. 
 
In addition to this opportunity, as from next week, Mr Ainscough will be supplying all year groups with sports challenges 
that will run as our annual sports inter-form and sports day.  Results will need to be submitted to PE staff to ensure 
they can be collated and compared across the year group, however, more details will follow in the very near future via 
form time and assemblies.  I hope our Year 10 students actively engage with this exciting opportunity so as to ensure 
we can celebrate sporting success across the year group, and put us in a position to be able to announce our own 
virtual Sports Day winning form group before the end of the summer term. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.makehappen.org/at-school/


As you know, for a long period of time now, Year 10 usually end the academic year via a work experience programme 
and we are all genuinely disappointed that this year we are unable to offer this.  However, as Mr Cooper has highlighted 
in his recent correspondence, students will have the opportunity to think about and do some useful tasks on the 
essence of work experience over the last two weeks in tutor sessions and assembly. Therefore, I really do hope they 
also buy into this opportunity which in turn will I know see them benefit from this chance to reflect on what could have 
been, whilst embracing the challenge to complete the tasks remotely and with the help of their form tutors. 
 
Finally, as alluded to by Mr Stoneman in his recent communication, we will be in touch week beginning 6 July regarding 
the additional support we plan to implement for our Year 10 students to aid their transition into Year 11. This will be 
whilst ensuring we endeavour to maximise the progress our students have made over time, whilst minimising the 
impact of COVID-19 and the disruption it has caused to our anticipated end to the year. 
 
Whilst I am conversing with you, I have also been extremely impressed with the attitude, behaviour and the maturity 
Year 10 have given to the work set throughout the lockdown period and more recently, the virtual remote learning 
programme.  As I have always said, this year group have developed into superb young adults who, I am sure when 
they are back at the academy, will become superb role models for all those in the year groups below them. 
 
Your support in keeping our students motivated to achieve the best they possibly can and as they progress through 
this very difficult time remains greatly appreciated, and I have every confidence this will only continue. However, should 
you wish to discuss any aspect contained within this letter, do not hesitate to contact me via 
D.Rose@plume.essex.sch.uk  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Rose 
Head of Year 10 
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