
 
 

 
              

CWA/KRE/MBE 
  
8 June 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
  
Re: COVID-19 – An Update for Years 10 and 12 
  
I hope this correspondence finds you and your respective families well. 

  

Further to my letters on Monday 18 May and Friday 29 May after the Department for Education 

eventually published its specific guidance relating to the plan for Years 10 and 12 for the remainder of 

this term, we have also now seen the actual Government’s Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies 

(SAGE) advice which they have been basing their decision making on. We have also now seen the 

Independent Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (ISAGE) input led by the former Government 

Chief Scientific Adviser, Sir David King. 

  

I took the rest of the week to consider at length all of these documents as well as all the overall 

constantly evolving national picture. I then, as stated in my letter on 29 May, met with the academy’s 

full Senior Leadership Team (SLT) on Monday 1 June but also on a number of occasions throughout the 

course of last week. I also consulted with our own Professional Association Representatives and wrote 

to the academy’s team of staff on a number of occasions regarding Years 10 and 12 specifically. 

  

After taking all of this into consideration, I will now clarify as to what: 

  

• the main points that emanated from the SAGE reports were; 

• I see as being the latest national picture based on the holistic evidence; and 

• we are proposing for Years 10 and 12 moving forward. 

  

Key points to emanate from the publication of the SAGE documentation 

  

-     Both reports highlighted that they felt 1 June was too early from a risk perspective to consider the 

wider opening of schools. This was especially the ISAGE publication, however, they were explicitly 

clear that the current risk halved if Monday 15 June was considered as a viable alternative. 

-     This risk would continue to fall based on current downward trajectories not changing to a point 

where September would see social distancing not actually being required if contact tracing had 

effectively embedded. This was also unless any further outbreaks occurred. 

-     The model opted for by the Government was not actually one of the nine models the SAGE groups 

looked at, did not factor in social distancing and, according to the Schools Minister Nick Gibb 

speaking before an Education Select Committee on Wednesday 27 May, it was one that was 

based on being “most effective” to get parents and carers back to work. 

-     Other key points to emanate from the report included, and as alluded to, an effective contact 

tracing model needing to be in place prior to schools opening and children, “typically present with 

milder symptoms of COVID-19 than adults”, but there is a “significant lack of high-quality evidence 

on the relative susceptibility, estimated asymptomatic fraction and relative infectivity of children”. 
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-     They also highlighted that rota models have potential merits. 

-     Further opening should be based on a robust risk assessment and “should be tailored to reflect the 

circumstances of local communities, including their infection rates”. 

  

The national picture 

  

-     There is a downward trend on all key COVID-19 related data but there are concerns about the tail 

end proving resistant to further decreases. 

-     Concerns have also been raised about the relaxation of the previously established lockdown 

protocols and the speed at which they have been relaxed without seeing as to what the impact on 

the R Number will be. Still, the Government are continuing to relax these and we are now 

clearly seeing this on a national scale. 

-     The R Number still sits at between 0.7-0.9 but there is regional variation with some regions 

reporting ‘spikes’ and an alleged surpassing of the all-important 1.0 figure. For the record, the 

Director of Education, Clare Kershaw, wrote to all Headteachers on Thursday to say that in Essex, 

the R Number was currently at 0.73. 

-     The Government’s COVID-19 Threat Alert System still remains at Level 4 of the five point scale 

which states “Severe - Partial lockdown, COVID-19 epidemic is in general circulation: transmission 

is high or rising exponentially Actions – current social distancing measures and 

restrictions”. However, the Government are now saying they believe this is now progressively 

moving to a Level 3. 

-     There is a growing science with regards to the importance of wearing a face covering especially in 

enclosed spaces where social distancing is difficult to maintain. From Monday 15 June, it is also 

compulsory to wear a face covering whilst using public transport. 

  

What we are proposing moving forward 

  

To reiterate, after very careful consideration of last week’s scientific publications, the latest national 

picture, lengthy and multiple discussions with the full SLT, securing input from the Chair of the Board of 

Trustees, discussions with our Professional Associations, conducting a rigorous and detailed risk 

assessments and whilst taking into consideration the Government’s actual Year 10 and Year 12 

guidance which, as I wrote in my email last Thursday stated: 

  

“‘We are asking secondary schools to offer this face-to-face support to supplement the remote education 

of year 10 and year 12 pupils, which should remain the predominant mode of education during this term 

for pupils in these year groups’ 

  

We are proposing that: 

  

-     as the guidance states, our newly established virtual remote learning programme continues as the 

main platform for educating all year groups for at least the rest of this academic year; 

-     the Pastoral, Safeguarding and Special Educational Needs Teams will continue with our hundreds 

of twice weekly/weekly calls to specific families for the rest of this academic year; 

-     we continue to maintain a daily provision for the families of key workers and vulnerable students 

who wish to secure support from 8.30 am – 3.10 pm every week day. This has included both the 

Easter and May half-term breaks to date;    
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In addition: 

  

-     by Thursday 11 June, all Years 7-10 and 12 parents and carers will receive an email letter from 

Ms Everett, Mr Stoneman and Mrs Clark about our two ‘Student Review Days’ where every single 

one of our near 1350 families from these year groups will be able to book a 15 minute virtual 

consultation with two members of staff. These staff members will be made up of a combination of 

our students Form Tutors, Heads of Year, Assistant Heads of Year, Campus Leads and any Year 

11 and Year 13 Form Tutors who wish to be involved. Any families who do not have the ability to 

attend a virtual consultation meeting with be provided with the opportunity to attend an in person 

meeting at Mill Road Campus. 

-     As from Monday 15 June, we will open three separate IT rooms at our Mill Road Campus for 

Years 10 and 12 students only (with a maximum capacity of 38 extra students per day in addition 

to our key worker and vulnerable students who attend daily). 

-     This will be primarily for students who have no or limited IT access/provision at home, would 

benefit from being back in an organised academy environment, are feeling isolated at home and 

during lockdown, or would benefit from some staffing input or support with their virtual sessions. 

-     This will be conducted on a rota basis based on how many students would opt to come in. 

However, we will be able to provide a provision every single weekday from Monday 15 June up to 

Friday 17 July, the calendared last day of the academic year. This is with the exception of the two 

Student Review Days which are calendared for Thursday 25 June and Wednesday 1 July. 

-     The times will be from 9.00 am – 2.00 pm and will mirror the current virtual remote learning 

programme, meaning they will partake in their online lessons with one break and one lunch period 

which will both be fully supervised on site. 

-     Each of these three classes will have two members of staff in them throughout the day. 

-     This will be managed extremely tightly from the moment they arrive to the moment they leave and 

with a full daily SLT presence too. 

-     The contracted school buses can be arranged but this must be noted via the link below if 

you do opt to add your child to the rota and if the buses are used, to reiterate my earlier point, it 

will be compulsory to wear a face covering. 

      *Please note, a full separate risk assessment for this specific aspect will also be conducted even 

though it is highlighted and referred to in our main risk assessment. 

-     So we are able to tightly, effectively and safely manage this process, parents and carers will 

have one opportunity to change their minds after making an initial decision to opt in or not to 

the rota. If this proves to be the case, this must be communicated via Mr Stoneman, our Years 9-

11 lead and via: A.Stoneman@plume.essex.sch.uk 

-     If you wish for your child to attend on a rota basis as from Monday 15 June, please click on the link 

below and fill in the short information form by 12 noon on Thursday 11 June. You will then 

be notified via email at some point on Friday 12 June as to the days your child has been 

allocated. If you do not wish for your child to come into the academy but rather they continue with 

the virtual remote learning programme from home, there is no need to complete the form: 

  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/y10-12attendance  
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In my correspondence on 18 May, I said that at that particular time my colleagues and I assessed that 

we could not mitigate the risk based on the information we had, the concerns relating to the national 

picture and there being an actual lack of any form of published scientific evidence. As a direct result, I 

deemed the risk as being ‘considerable’, however, at the beginning of the letter, I also made it clear that 

this remained a fluid situation. Therefore, based on all of the information and associated detail I have 

shared with you in this letter three weeks down the line, whilst I still believe there remains a risk, I believe 

it is one we can now mitigate based on a very carefully managed, robustly risk assessed programme 

with two metre social distancing, low student numbers and regular handwashing and sanitising very 

much factored in. However, and to reiterate, this remains a fluid situation and we will continue to both 

closely monitor as well as adapt current plans as and when our risk assessments and/or the local and 

national picture deem it necessary to do so. 

  

Finally, thank you ever so much for taking the time to read this further detailed correspondence but even 

more so for your ongoing support throughout what remains an extremely challenging period of time for 

us all. Also, to those parents and carers who have taken the time to write in and express your support as 

well as share your honest and genuine thoughts and views on a variety of matters including this one over 

the course of the last 11 weeks or so, a particular thank you as all of these have, I can assure you, been 

read in full, noted, appreciated and above all, respected. 

  
 Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr C A Wakefield 
Principal 
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