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Key concepts in this topic/unit of work: 
 
Assessment Objectives: 
 

 AO1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

 select and synthesise evidence from different texts 

 AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject 
terminology to support their views 

 AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are 
conveyed, across two or more texts 

 AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and 
audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts 

 AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures 
for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 
(This requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each specification 
as a whole.) 

 
Key Techniques:  
Alliteration, Fact, Opinion, Rhetorical Question & Repetition, Emotive Language and 
Exaggeration, Statistics, Triplets, Personal Pronouns, Anecdotes, Conditional 
clauses, Keep repeating. 
 
Start of Exam - 5 mins Read the glossary and Source A WITHOUT looking at the 
questions.  
 
Q1- 5mins 
Read ALL the statements BEFORE selecting. 
Eliminate those you know are definitely wrong. 
Re-read ALL of the sentence of the ones you think are correct – make sure. 
 
After Q1 - 5 mins Read the glossary and Source B WITHOUT looking at the 
questions. 

Q2 – 10 minutes 
Planning the answer: 
On the question underline whether you are being asked to look for similarities or differences. 
Underline the part of the question that tells you what you have to comment on.  
On the sources underline quotations that link 
Match the pairs of quotations that allow you to show the most inference. (3 pairs) 
 
Sentence Starters: 
In Source A, we learn about/that {question focus} is … This suggests that … It could also imply 
(use an alternative interpretation or a deeper meaning depending on what works best.) 
Comparative Phrase In Source B , we learn about/that … This suggests that … It could also imply 
(use an alternative interpretation or a deeper meaning depending on what works best.) 
 
Q3 - 15mins 
Planning the answer: 
MAKE sure you are writing about the right source/lines. 
Underline the part of the question that tells you what you have to comment on. 
Identify the purpose of the language linked to the question (persuasive, descriptive, inclusive). 
When writing the answer: 
Write an establishing sentence explaining the mood/tone linked to the question. 
Write three detailed paragraphs (PEE SWAT) 
 
Q4- 20 mins 
Planning the answer: 
Draw a box around the phrase that says, ‘you need to refer to’. Make sure you know which lines 
from each source you are writing about. 
Underline if you are being asked for differences or similarities. 
Circle the attitude word (attitude/viewpoint/perspective/experience) 
Draw a box around the focus 
Split a section of your page into two and label each side with the names of the writers 
Note down ideas about each of the writers’ attitudes about the topic 
Underline quotations from each source to support the feelings you have found 
On your plan number the points in the order they appear in Source A 
When writing the answer: 
Write an opening sentence that clearly refers to the question 
Write your 5 points from the plan into at least 5 detailed PEEAnalysis paragraphs 
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Q5 – 45 minutes 
Planning the answer: 15mins  
Underline the purpose/audience/text type in the question. 
Write the techniques for the purpose 
STEAL good vocabulary from the extract you have read and think of others 
Mind map your ideas and then number them in the order you are going to 
write them in. Think about circular structure. 
If it is to argue or persuade, open with a rhetorical question, controversial 
idea or emotive imagery and return to this at the end. 
When writing the answer: 30mins 
Write each paragraph with a range of techniques to fit the purpose 
Remember to use a semi-colon (easiest way is instead of ‘so’/ ‘because’). 
Start each paragraph in a different way 
PROOF READ your work (5mins) 
 It is okay to cross out and write a better word 

Common Misconceptions: 
 
Question 2 and 4 are the same: In fact the 2 questions are different.  
Question 2 is asking you to discuss what you learn about the texts. 
Question 4 is asking you to discuss how the writer feels about the subject and you analyse how the language presents 
this. 
You have to use different quotations for every question: You can re-use quotations from previous questions – 
HOWEVER you have to ensure that the quotations are relevant to the question you are being asked to answer. 
 
You have to identify language devices: It isn’t about device spotting it is about identifying language and phrases that 
you can discuss in detail in order to answer the question. It is about what you say about the quotes that matter.  
 
PLANNING YOUR CREATIVE IS IMPORTANT! Planning allows you to establish your structure in your writing as well as 
encouraging you to think about semantic fields / use of repetition and how you are going to use simple sentences for 
impact. A well planned response is a high marking response! 
In your writing do not acknowledge the statement: In your introduction use either positive or negative words to 
present your idea and point of view. 

 

 

 

Q5 - LETTER Q5 - ARTICLE Q5 - Text for a LEAFLET Q5 - Text of a SPEECH Q5 - ESSAY 

• Dear Sir/Madam or 
name 

• Addresses 
• Date 
• Paragraphs 
• Yours 

faithfully/sincerely 

• Clear original title 
• Subheadings 
• Introductory 

paragraph 

• Clear original title 
• Organisational devices such as inventive 

subheadings 

• Bullet points 

• Clear address to audience 
• Rhetorical indicators that an audience is being 

addressed throughout 
• A clear sign off, e.g. ‘Thank you for 

listening’ 

• An effective introduction and 
conclusion. 

Q5 - EXPLAIN Q5 - ARGUE Q5 - PERSUADE Q5 – INSTRUCT/ADVISE 

• Techniques 
• range of reasons 
• range of appropriate detail 
• specific examples of 

different kinds to support 
explanation 

• range of responses to ‘why’ 
• range of responses to ‘how’ 
• different points expanded and 

linked 

• Techniques 
• formal language 
• balanced sentences 
• people’s opinions (real or 

made up) 
• specific examples of 

situations 
• range and variety of points 
• countering opposing points of 

view 
• a neat conclusion 

• Techniques 
• emotive language 
• apparent balance 
• mixture of first, second and third person 
• some short sentences 
• identify with audience by using ‘we’ 
• perhaps some attempt to shock reader into 

agreement 
• varied choice of adverbs and adjectives 
• some ‘literary’ devices such as alliteration, groups of 

three 

• Techniques 
• formal language 
• close relationship with audience providing reasons for a 

course of action 
• empathy with the audience’s problem 
• several suggestions about what to do 
• use of modal verbs (e.g. might, could, should) 
• build the confidence of the reader 
• address the reader directly in the second person (you) 
• use imperatives (e.g. ‘you should’, ‘make sure that you’, ‘be 

careful to’) 
• raise questions and give answers 
• lead to a clear conclusion about action to be taken 


