
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRO/AST/ARE 
 
25 September 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re: Year 11 Information Evening - Summary 
 
Thank you to all the parents, carers and students who joined us for the live virtual Year 11 Information 
Evening and for the positive feedback we received.  If, however, you were unable to attend, please 
find a recording of the event on our website which can be viewed at your convenience 
(https://www.plume.essex.sch.uk/year-11-information).  
 
As previously stated during the information evening, it is my intention and sole focus to ensure that 
our Year 11 students are supported and guided through their final GCSE year. This letter seeks to 
outline the assistance you can offer as a parent/carer to your son/daughter to help them commence 
their GCSE revision programme.  Each week, Year 11 students have the opportunity to review their 
revision during tutor time and plan their revision for the forthcoming week ahead. Your continued 
support will positively facilitate their engagement in this process, as parental involvement is key to 
student success.   
 
Effective revision is a personalised and bespoke process for each student. It is important that Year 
11 students attempt and review different revision strategies to identify the most effective way to retain 
and apply subject knowledge for each subject area.  At this point in the academic year, Year 11 
students should be revising Year 10 topics to ensure they effectively prepare for their content 
assessments and mock examinations.  Students can use the Key Knowledge Organisers (KKOs) to 
consolidate their knowledge and as stated before, these can be located on the Year 11 Students 
section of the academy website. 
 
Preparing for exams is the key to success 
 
The best way to ensure minimal stress is to revise consistently as effort + time = success! Therefore, 
to assist in the planning process, please find attached a blank revision timetable. It is hoped that your 
son/daughter will use this timetable to schedule their revision for each subject area. It is advised that 
they endeavour to prioritise specific subjects/topics which they may find more challenging, however 
help is available if and when required. Should any Year 11 students require further advice on how 
best to use this timetable we recommend that they liaise with relevant subject staff or their tutor for 
further guidance. Students are reminded they should use their ‘Key Knowledge Organisers’ given to 
them at the end of Year 10 when revising as they clearly signpost what topics to revise. 
 
Time spent on revision 
 
Ideally we advise that for most students, 30 minutes per subject and three subjects in one evening at 
any one time should be enough to consolidate their knowledge and understanding if this is done 
regularly and alongside other homework, however we appreciate that revision is a personalised 
process therefore adjustments will need to be made to meet the specific revision needs for each 
student. We also recommend that students find a quiet place to revise to maximise their concentration 
during these revision periods, and distractions, such as mobile phones, are put away or left in another 
room so they can focus on the task at hand.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.plume.essex.sch.uk/year-11-information


Revision techniques  
 
The best methods for revision will ultimately depend on the student’s preferred revision strategies 
however some of the most popular approaches include:  
 

• condensing information from exercise books onto mind maps or post it notes; 

• flashcards can be created or purchased to create quick-fire questions or memory recall; 

• RAMBAM - read for a minute, bullet the information for a minute; 

• reciting and teaching – read the notes and then explain those notes to another person 
means students have to think about what has been written in order to get key points across 
to the listener; 

• power hour revision - choose a past paper question (google your subject, level and 
examination board. For example, Geography is AQA), revise for 20 minutes in terms of what 
needs to be known for a specific question and then answer it under strict examination 
conditions (timed and without support). Afterwards, the question can be marked using the 
same papers marking scheme or with the help of your subject teacher; and 

• online websites such as getrevising.co.uk, bbc.co.uk/schools/revision and s-cool.co.uk 
 
Further revision tips 
 

• taking regular breaks to ensure students feel refreshed and able to focus 

• studies have shown that using colours on revision notes, mind maps or flash cards can also 
trigger recall; 

• studying before bed (but before you get too tired) can lead to significantly better retention; 

• around 75% of the brain consists of water. Therefore, keeping it hydrated and avoiding energy 
drinks (caffeine) is simple but very important; 

• and arguably most importantly, eating well and sleeping well! 
 
I hope the information above is useful and you will have an opportunity to discuss effective revision 
strategies with your son / daughter. As stated before should they require any further support please 
contact either Mrs D’Arcy-Smith (k.darcy-smith@plume.essex.sch.uk ) or myself 
(d.rose@plume.essex.sch.uk) and we would be delighted to arrange a meeting with them to review 
their revision strategies and assist in the planning of their revision programme.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
Mr D Rose 
Head of Year 11 
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