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“… strong relationships between staff and pupils “ Ofsted 2018 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A warm welcome 
Our academy is a co-educational comprehensive school open to       
students of all abilities between 11-18 years of age 

The staff and Governing Body are fully committed to providing an outstanding edu-
cation for all our students. Our academic achievements are built on a foundation of 
mutual respect and tolerance, working in partnership with our parents and carers, 
to ensure each child achieves their full potential. 

The Academy provides a well-maintained and stimulating learning environment. 
We have extremely high expectations of our staff, and are continually looking to  
develop them as professionals whilst raising the standard of teaching through                                             
bespoke individual training, and the rigorous monitoring of classroom delivery. 

We have equally high expectations of our students. We work hard to ensure their 
attitudes towards learning, their efforts, their commitment and their willingness to 
take on active roles in academy life, both inside and beyond the Academy gates, is 
developed over time. We expect students to develop a respect for themselves and 
their peers, for their staff, for the academy, learning environment and for their 
own community. 

This prospectus is intended to give a holistic overview of what our Academy is  
striving to achieve each and every day. However, there is nothing like an actual visit 
to put this into perspective and for you to see what we are really like. 

Therefore, I fully encourage and strongly recommend you contact the academy 
to book a tour and see for yourself why I am proud to be its Executive Principal. 

I look forward to meeting you. 

Mr C A Wakefield  

Executive Principal 

 

“… a culture of high expectations “ Ofsted 2018 



Progress celebrated in 2021  
Record numbers of students at Plume College secured places at  
University in 2021 
 
Advanced level and GCSE results at Plume have improved year on year for a decade 
and this year is no exception. Once again there is an enormous amount for our         
students to celebrate. Qualifications gained were the school’s best ever in several 
areas and, in particular, the significant increase in the points score is excellent. 

These results represent tremendous levels of achievement by the large numbers 
of students that choose to continue their education at Plume School. They will 
enable our students to succeed and take advantage of the improving economic 
climate. Many of our students have achieved excellent results which can be 
attributed to their ability, their subject choices and their commitment over the 
duration of the courses. 

Despite the costs involved in attending university, a large number of Plume      
students are planning to study at degree level and we are very pleased that most 
students who have applied to university have achieved or exceeded the required 
grades and that those who have chosen not to apply have carefully considered their 
career options. The Russell Group universities continue to be a popular choice. 

Many of our students surpass their target grades that are set in relation 
to their GCSE performance and they have achieved at a higher level than            
expected. 

 

 

“… Effective systems to track individual pupils’ progress accurately “ Ofsted 2018 



 

 

Quality of teaching, learning  and assessment 
Teaching is engaging and innovative and the drive to continually look to improve is  

Relentless 

All staff a totally committed to providing our students with the very best educational 
experience both inside and out side the classroom environment. Staff are supported to 
take  their own professional development  seriously: like the students they are            
encouraged to be ambitious and aim to achieve their full potential. We have invested in  
the  training and development of Faculty and Subject Leaders and the opportunities for 
internal promotion are provided. Our  view is that the best form of  recruitment is the 
retention of valued staff. 

We are fully staffed with high calibre  professional teaching their specialist subjects. We 
have  an equally  committed and high quality support staff who very much reinforce the 
work carried out by our teachers and without whom we could not operate at the   
standards we are now reaching. 

 

Mr T  Baster  Joint  Head of Academy                                                         

“… successfully improved the quality of teaching “ Ofsted 2018 



 

 

Welfare Behaviour and Personal Development 
At Plume, we believe that each individual is uniquely important  

Whilst the students are in our care, we seek to develop them not only academically  

but socially, morally, spiritually, and culturally. We also take their physical and mental  

well being extremely seriously. Plume expects each individual student to take  

responsibility for their own behaviour inside and outside the classroom. 

Underpinning the whole behaviour, rewards and sanctions system is   

“Discipline with Dignity”  This is about treating ourselves, each other and our academy and   

community with the respect they all deserve. We fully expect students and staff to adhere to 

these principles each and everyday  and to have  respect for each other, no matter what their age,    

gender, religion or culture maybe. The safety of our students is of paramount        

importance and we fully expect that whilst they are in our care they are looked 

after and  cared for, and treated as if they were our own children. Poor  

 is behaviour is picked up and dealt with swiftly, yet fairly and consistently. 

 

 

Mrs  R Clark Joint Head of Academy 

“… pupils are polite and well mannered... “ Ofsted 2018 



 

 

Opportunities outside of the classroom 
We strongly encourage our students to fully participate in the wider community beyond 

the classroom 

Students of all ages and throughout the Academy take part in a variety of extra 
curricular activities, trips and visits. They very much reflect our strong belief in 
the value of learning outside the classroom. Plume is proud to offer a huge range 
of extra– curricular activities and opportunities, ranging from various  sporting 
clubs and comprehensive annual fixtures list to a massive number of trips and 
visits. These include educational trips and visits to various countries on the          
continent: theatres in the city of London; businesses of all types throughout the 
country,  inter-school academic competitions and the very well established Duke 
of Edinburgh Award. 

Whilst we assign a great deal of time, energy and resources to academic          
progress and achievement, we place an equal amount of value on learning     
outside of the classroom environment. This is a very high priority for us going 
forward. 

 

“… opportunities to follow a curriculum well matched to their interests“ Ofsted 2018 



 

What our students think about our school 
Students are delighted to be associated with a vibrant and forward thinking school 

“I have been a student at the academy since Year 7 and I wouldn’t have had it any other 

way, as the academy has provided me with multiple opportunities; including volunteering 

with Open Evenings, being part of the Gifted and Talented Scheme and achieving my 

Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards. These have allowed me to get the most out 

of my educational experience. Through these activities I have been able to become a more 

confident and independent individual.”  Caitlin Rice lines 2021 

“Joining a completely new school is never easy, especially when the school operates in a 

different way to your previous one and students all know each other from the past five 

years of being together. But I found that I very quickly became accustomed to the ways of 

the college, making friends and learning about the environment as I went. It wasn’t long 

until I felt comfortable and less like an outsider. “ Rebecca Rosenwould 2021 

I have wanted for a very long time to study and undertake architecture as a career path 

and will hopefully attain this through going to university. Alongside assemblies and tutori-

als, I believe social events are a great way for students to meet new people and network, I 

envision organising a multitude of events to do just that, whilst raising money for the ex-

cellent academy nominated charities.  Henry Lawes 2021 

 

  

 

“… actions are successfully raising pupils’ aspirations “ Ofsted 2018 



 

 

Life in the  Sixth Form College 
Life in our Sixth Form College is unique, vibrant and positively focussed on success  

of every student 

 

Life in our Sixth Form College is vibrant and positively focussed on success of 
every student. Plume College is a thriving and successful community where stu-
dents are given the best possible  teaching and care in a safe and friendly envi-
ronment. College students are accommodated in an exclusive purpose  designed 
part of our building, set up perfectly for learning and college life. Our facilities  
allow for a number of student  privileges, which include Post-16 specific quiet 
study rooms, generous ICT provision, College library and their own coffee shop. 

As a Post– 16 student at Plume College, students will expect to enjoy a varied 
curriculum offering a wide range of courses. Specialist facilities and teaching 
staff.  A diverse tutorial and enrichment programme supported by individual  

Tutors. Excellent preparation for Post –18 pathways including university,            
apprenticeship, school leavers programmes and employment. 

The vast majority of Plume College students move into an impressive range of 
Higher Education destinations including Russell Group Universities, prestigious 
school leavers programme and well designed apprenticeships. 

 

 

“The sixth form is well led “ Ofsted 2018 



 

 

What our staff think about the academy 
We are most fortunate to have a team of  fantastic staff  both from a teaching and  

support staff  perspective. They are an absolute pleasure to work along side and here 

are just a small sample of their thoughts and opinions about  Plume School 

 

“I have been at the Plume Academy for a number of years! Why have I stayed this long? 

This is academy is about opportunities, whether as  a member of staff or student, there is 

so much scope  to achieve your full potential… The academy never stands still, it is an  

exciting place to work and learn for all of us.” 

 

“The students are a pleasure to be around and the environment is a bright and happy one. 

I work closely with other staff  from all areas and I can honestly say that all of them are 

motivated enthusiastic people who are appreciative of the role I play as librarian to make 

the plume a great place for secondary education” 

 

“I feel part of the Plume family and that is what I love most about working here” 

 

“All of the events and community links make me proud of our academy,  

students and staff 

 

 
“… Highly  effective training programme … successfully improved  the quality of 

teaching and learning“ Ofsted 2018 



 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/@51.7299523,0.6757693,15z 
Where we are and how to contact us 
Address: Fambridge Road, Maldon,CM9 6AB 

Telephone: 01621 854681 

Email: admin@plume.essex.sch.uk 

 


