
History /Migrants to Britain c.1250 to present/Page 1 

 

Modern Migrants: 
 Belgium Refugees 
 ‘Enemy aliens’ WWI & II 
 Jewish Refugees  
 Kindertransport 
 Polish Allies 
 Commonwealth 
 European Union 
 Wider World Migrants & 

Asylum seekers 

c.1250            c.1500          c.1750               c.1900                       c.2000 

 Why did migrants come to Britain? 
 Was the migrants’ experience in Britain 

good or bad? 
 How far has migration been a positive 

thing for Britain? (impact) 

Factors 

1. Britain’s connections with the wider world 
2. Beliefs, attitudes and values  
3. Government 
4. Economic forces 
5. Communications 

Hints for Essays 

L1  = Some relevant points OR a statement 
that answers the question 

L2  = 1 explained reason, with lots of own 
knowledge to back up your point 

L3  = 2 explained reasons, with lots of own 
knowledge to back up your points 

L4  = 3 explained reasons, with lots of own 
knowledge to back up your points 

L5  = 4 explained reasons, with lots of own 
knowledge to back up your points 

 AND explain reasons to support  
 both sides of the argument 
L6  = L5 + An overall argument set out  
 in the introduction sentence AND 

conclusion judgement 

think: 
Which migrant 
groups can I 
use for these 
DATES? 

link:  
Relevant Dates, 

Statistics, Proper 

Names, and 

Technical Vocab. 

:  1. Explain changes for 

why migrants came 

or changes in 

migrant experiences 

 turning points 

 pace of change  

 how events over 

time add up to a 

trend 

Early Modern Migrants: 
 Hansa merchants 
 Gypsies 
 Jews 
 Huguenots 
 ‘The Poor Palatines’ 
 Africans 
 Indians 

Medieval Migrants:  
 Jewish Community 
 Flemish, Dutch & the Low Countries 
 Italian Bankers 
 Other Europeans 
 North African and the ‘Indians’ 

Industrial and Imperial 
Migrants: 
 Irish 
 Italians 
 Germans 
 Jews 
 Africans 
 Asians & Lascars 
 The Chinese 

:  Write like an 

historian, use 

the relevant 

approach for 

the question: 

:  2. Explain the similarities 

and differences: for 

the question theme - 

why, experiences; or 

impact 

:  3. Explain a range of reasons 

for migration, experiences or 

impacts. 

 Britain's connections with 

the wider world 

 Government 

 Beliefs attitudes and 

values  

 Economic Forces  

Key concepts in this topic/unit of work: 

Common Misconceptions:  Migration is a 
problem!  Migration is a new issue that began 
after World War II in 1948 when the  SS 
Windrush docked at Tilbury in Essex! 
Migrants are black!  Migrants are different to 
us!  Migrants are not British!  Migrants steel 
our jobs!  Wrong, wrong, wrong!!! 
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Migrants to Britain, c.1250-Present 
RAG Your Learning 

(20% of GCSE, British Paper, 40 marks) 
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Medieval Migrants, c.1250-1500 
 The characteristic features of medieval Britain: an overview 
 Jewish communities and their expulsion from England in 1290 
 The diversity of migrant communities, including Dutch, Flemish and 

other 
 European migrants 
 Attitudes towards migrants: official and unofficial responses 

    

Early Modern Migrants, 1500-1750 
 The European Reformation and the growth in world trade: an overview 
 Protestant refugees including Huguenots and Palatines 
 The diversity of other European migrants including Jews and Gypsies 
 Early African and Indian migrants to Britain including free Africans, 

ayahs and child Servants 

    

Industry and Empire Migrants, 1750-1900 
 Industrialisation and the growth of empire: an overview 
 Large-scale migration from Ireland and the growth of Irish communities 
 Lascars and the growth of Indian, Chinese and African communities 
 The diversity of European migrants including Italians and Eastern 

European Jews 

    

Modern Migrants, 1900-Presents 
 World wars, the end of empire and Britain’s changing relationship with 

Europe and the wider world: an overview 
 ‘Aliens’ and refugees during the First and Second World Wars including 

attacks on 
 ‘enemy aliens’, internment camps and the Kindertransport. 
 Commonwealth migrants since the Second World War, including 

immigration legislation, racist and anti-racist movements 
 Economic migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers since the 1980s 
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Common Misconceptions:  William Conquered England 
at the Battle of Hasting.  The Anglo-Saxons are the English 
and Normans are the French.  Wrong, wrong, wrong!!! 

Key concepts in this topic/unit of work: 

think: 
What are the key 
arguments for 
this key debate ? 

link:  
Relevant Dates, 

Statistics, Proper 

Names, and 

Technical Vocab. 

:  
1. Explain changes in the 

nature of rule and 

people’s lives between 

1051 and 1087 

 turning points 

 pace of change  

 how events over 

time form a trend 

:  Write like an 

historian, use 

the relevant 

approach for 

the question: 

:  
2. Explain the similarities 

and differences: 

before and after the 

Norman conquest 

:  3. Explain a range of reasons  

(causes and consequences) 

 Why did the Normans win 

the Battle of Hastings? 

 How did William gain full 

control of England? 

 What the experiences of 

living under Norman rule? 

The Norman Conquest 
 Life in Anglo-Saxon England 
 Succession Crisis and Norman Invasion 
 The Norman Conquest 
 The use and purpose of Castles 
 The Impact of the Norman Conquest 

Hints for Essays 

L1  = Some relevant points OR a statement that 
answers the question 

L2  = 1 explained reason, with lots of own 
knowledge to back up your point 

L3  = 2 explained reasons, with lots of own 
knowledge to back up your points 

L4  = 3 explained reasons, with lots of own 
knowledge to back up your points 

L5  = 4 explained reasons, with lots of own 
knowledge to back up your points 

 AND explain reasons to support  
 both sides of the argument 
L6  = L5 + An overall argument set out  
 in the introduction sentence AND conclusion 

judgement 

Was Anglo-Saxon 
England a Golden Age? 
 
 It was a golden age 
 It wasn’t a golden age 
 Compare to Norman era 
 
 Religion 
 Culture 
 Structure of society 
 Was it fair? 

What made William a 
Conqueror? 
 Claimants to the throne 
 Rise of Duke William 
 Battle of Hastings 
 
 Norman preparation 
 Saxon weaknesses 
 Events before battle 
 Events during the battle 
 Evaluate leadership  

How did the Normans gain 
full control of England? 
 
 Ruthless invader 
 Wise Diplomat 
 Short and long term 
 
 Defeating rebellions 
 Delegating authority 
 Relationship building 
 

What was the purpose of 
Early Norman castles? 
 
 Built for war 
 Built for status 
 Used to live and work in 
 
 Physical features 
 Relate to key events 
 Surrounding landscape 
 Case studies 

What was the impact of 
Norman rule on society? 
 
 Life got worse 
 Life got better 
 ‘The Norman Yoke’ 
 
 People’s lives 
 Land and wealth 
 Laws and language 
 Beliefs and the church 
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Norman Conquest, 1065-1087 
RAG Your Learning 

(20% of GCSE, British Paper, 40 marks) 
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England on the eve of the conquest:  
Issue: The character of late Anglo-Saxon England 
 The nature, structure and diversity of late Anglo-Saxon society 
 Religion in late Anglo-Saxon England 
 Anglo-Saxon culture: buildings, art and literature 

    

Invasion and victory  
Issue: How and why William of Normandy became King of England in 
1066 
 Norman society, culture and warfare pre-1066 
 he succession crisis of 1066 
 The battles of Fulford, Stamford Bridge and Hastings 

    

Resistance and response 
Issue: The establishment of Norman rule between 1067 
and 1071 
 First uprisings against Norman rule including resistance in the west and 

in Mercia 
 Northern resistance and William’s ‘Harrying of the North’ 
 The rebellion of Hereward in the east and the end of English resistance 

    

Castles 
Issue: The nature and purpose of Norman castles in England to 1087 
 Pre-conquest fortifications and the first Norman castles in England 
 The distribution and design of Norman castles in England to 1087 
 The purpose of Norman castles in England including their military and 

economic functions 

    

Conquest and control 
Issue: The impact of the Norman Conquest on English society to 1087 
 Domesday Book, its creation and purpose 
 he social structure of Norman England including changes in land 

ownership and the elite 
 Changes and continuities: language, laws and Church 

    



History /Norman Conquest, 1065-1087/Page 3 

 

1. Colour code these categories  (a) Organised and developed society   (b) Fair society (c)  Religion and beliefs (d) Culture and customs 
2. Add ( + ) if  it suggests Anglo-Saxon England WAS A GOLDEN AGE.  Add ( - ) if  it suggests Anglo-Saxon England WAS  NOT  A GOLDEN AGE.  

England had adopted most of the traditions 
and practices of the Roman Catholic 

Church. 

Church design was very simple in 
comparison to the larger, sophisticated 
stone structures built after the Norman 

conquest.  

The Anglo-Saxons were able to create 
sophisticated architecture, often in the form 

of monasteries. Westminster Abbey was 
built by Edward the Confessor. 

Behaviour at church was often poor. It 
included binge-drinking, over-eating and 

sexual indulgence during festivities on holy 
days. 

Buildings were far less sophisticated than 
the Norman ones that replaced them. Most 

buildings were small and made of wood 
and soil, which was less hygienic and 

rotted away over time. 

Most of Europe had outlawed slavery by 
the c1000, however in Anglo-saxon 

England as much as 25% of the population 
were thralls - slaves. 

Through its evolution due over time, 
English belief developed a rich mixture of 
Christianity and Paganism. (this could be 

viewed as a negative too). 

The king accepted advice from the Witan, a 
group of advisors made up of a mixture of 

earls and high ranking churchmen. 

Some parts of the Bible were written in 
‘old English’ instead of Latin, which 
angered the Pope as they felt many 

principles would get lost in translation. 

There were intense rivalries between high 
ranking earls, each who ruled one of six 
large Earldoms.  Plots, murder and war 

made England constantly unstable. 

The Anglo-Saxon also demonstrated a 
desire to learn through ‘histories’ compiled 

in chronicles. They also shared riddles, 
poems and medical books. Manuscripts 

reveal interest in a world map , an 
astronomy chart and a description of 

Eastern ‘creatures’. 

Some architecture showed a degree of 
sophistication. An 11th century chronicle 

praised a nunnery in Wiltshire for beautiful 
plastering, winding staircase, polished 

stone. Westminster Abbey , built by Ed the 
Conf. showed a high level of skill in 1065. 

The wergild system gave different ranks in 
society a different ‘cash value’.  This meant 

for crimes against a Thegn, the high cost 
would be too expensive to pay so would 

mean death, but Ceorls had a low value, so 
the wealthy could afford to pay the fine to 

avoid punishment. 

Regions were controlled by Thegns (one 
rank below earls). They carried out and ran 
local courts, provided military service and 

collected taxes for the king. 

There were significant regional variations 
of Christianity within England. For 

example in the North they adopted different 
Christian traditions from Ireland. The Pope 

complained England had too many of its 
own saints. 

Women had equality in the wergild system. 
(50% more if pregnant). Also women and 
men lived and prayed alongside each other 

in monasteries. 

Compared to European counterparts Anglo-
Saxon priests had lower standards of 

conduct and were more poorly educated. 
Some priests married, which was forbidden 

by the  European Catholic church. 

Some priests brought over from Normandy 
helped to improve the standards of priests 
in England, such as Robert of Jumieges, 

1051. 

Ceorls (the majority of the population) had 
opportunities to enjoy a reasonable life if 

they worked hard. Most were farmers, 
whilst others provided skilled jobs in the 
town such as blacksmiths or carpenters. 

By 1065 England had increasingly come 
under centralised rule under Edward the 

Confessor from his power base in London. 

An English chronicler in Evesham (1050s) 
mentioned foreign merchants travelling to 

England specifically to buy works by 
English craftsmen. The chronicler also 
noted how English women were highly 

skilled at weaving. Bayeux Tapestry was 
produced by English women. 

Although the Anglo-Saxons had many 
stories, few were written down due to 

society being illiterate. This often meant 
that knowledge developed slowly over time 
compared to the ancient world, where they 

built on written word of others. 

The king had a large amount of land and 
power, whilst the majority of the 

population had none.  

Laws allowed women to leave their 
husband if he committed adultery. Other 

set out fines for crimes against women, like 
sexual harassment. 

Was Anglo-Saxon 
England a Golden Age? 
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1. COLOUR CODE these categories   (a) Before the battle   (b) During the battle   (c) Turning Point 
2. LABEL THESE LETTERS on the cards  (H) Actions of Harold  (W) Actions of William (A) Actions of the army (O) Other—such as luck 

The two sides face each other on 14th 
October 1066 in Battle, near Hastings, 

Sussex. 

William compiled a formidable fighting force to take the journey to 
English shores. These were soldiers with training, experience and skills 

that included archery and horsemanship. They were tough but 
disciplined, under William’s strong command. 

Harold had trained his men to fight valiantly at close 
quarters, but had opted not to train them using cavalry 

tactics that were proving effective on the continent. 

William skilfully managed to win over the support of the Pope. 
This meant that he was able to recruit skilled mercenaries from 

across Europe but also that his men were confident as they 
believed they had the will of God on their side. 

In April 1066 an Anglo-Saxon chronicle recorded the 
appearance of Haley’s comet. The English took this as a terrible 

omen of disaster to come, so may have sapped morale. 

William refortified the former Roman fort at Pevensey and 
similarly did so with the Iron Age fort at Hastings 

Harold angered his brother Tostig, by taking away his land from 
the North and banishing him. This caused him to betray Harold 
& to encourage both William and Harald Hardrada to invade. 

Normans constantly bombard the Anglo-
Saxon shield wall from close quarters using 

infantry and cavalry charges. 

Since the Anglo-Saxon army relied on less-trained and more 
poorly equipped ‘fyrd’ soldiers rather than a full capacity of 
Housecarls they were perhaps less disciplined and organised 
than they could have been. This might explain their fateful 

mistake of breaking ranks after the Norman ‘feigned retreat’. 

William showed great leadership in recognising that this 
strategy was effective, so ordered it to be done again and again. 

With each mini-success the Saxon army was weakened, gaps 
appeared in the shield wall. 

William made the decision to change the direction of arrow fire 
from his archers so it would cause greater havoc in the Anglo-

Saxon ranks behind the shield wall. This also enabled the 
Normans to weaken them and expose gaps. 

The Normans arrived with 7000 men, with up to 3000 knights 
equipped with horses. William waited patiently through bad 
weather to pick the time to cross the treacherous Channel. 

Perhaps he had good reconnaissance to inform him that Harold’s 
troops had moved North. 

William’s speech spurs his men on to victory. 

Harold had his troops stationed along the south coast throughout 
1066. He was forced to disband them so they could return home 

to take in the harvest. This made it harder to summon an 
effective fighting force when they were really needed. 

William declares victory on the battlefield, 
although no official surrender arrives from 

London. 

The Anglo-Saxons chose a position in front of a forest, facing 
the Norman army. This gave them little room to manoeuvre. 
Some believe it encouraged some to run away into the forest 

before or during the battle. 

The Anglo-Saxons begin to flee after their leaders 
death, William orders as many to be killed as 

possible. 

The Norman invasion of England was delayed by bad weather. 
If they had crossed earlier they would have encountered a rested 

and prepared Anglo-Saxon army on the Sussex coast. This 
would have meant few Normans would have actually made it 

onto English soil. 

William persuaded Harold into an early battle by pillaging the 
south, so it was more his skill rather than Harold’s mistake. 

After all he wanted to defend his subjects and a surprise attack 
had previously been successful against the Vikings. 

This was a hard-fought battle of attrition that lasted all day, 
unlike many medieval battles that were over in hours. 

Considering the Normans had to keep climbing up Senlac Hill, 
their energy, discipline and determination throughout the day 

was crucial, perhaps due to their preparation. 

William marches to London and is crowned king on 
Christmas Day. 

What made William a 
Conqueror? 



History /Norman Conquest, 1065-1087/Page 5 

 

William held ceremonies wearing his crown to 
let the people know that he was the rightful 
king, appointed with God’s approval. For 

example in York following rebellion in the 
North. He also allowed Anglo-Saxon 
Archbishop Ealdred to lead Matilda’s 

coronation ceremony and invited English lords 
too. 

1071—William met with Danish King Svein 
before considering violence to put down the 

rebellion in the East. They made an agreement 
and the Danes sailed home without bloodshed.  
Before attacking Ely William tried to persuade 

the Anglo-Saxon rebels to surrender by blocking 
off supplies. He even sent a witch to curse them. 

Dec 1066— Young claimant Edgar Atheling, 
along with lords Edwin and Morcar (Mercia and 
Northumbria) rode out to meet William before 
he entered London. In return for their loyalty 
and support diffusing a London rebellion they 
were allowed to live and were granted much of 

their land back. 

1068—Following his capture of Exeter, 
William showed mercy to those who had 

surrendered and offered loyalty to him. He 
promised he would not plunder the city, 

punish the people or demand higher taxes. He 
decided to just confiscate lands, build a castle 

and appoint a Norman lord to maintain 
control. 

Dec 1066— William was crowned king on 
Christmas Day and although the ceremony was 

a peaceful one Norman guards set fire to the 
area around Westminster Abbey to let people 
know  that any challenge would be dealt with 

brutally.  

When William reached the north in summer 
1068, he took York peacefully and unopposed 
as the rebels had disbanded and fled through 

fear. To maintain control he appointed Robert of 
Comines the new Earl of Northumbria. When he 

was satisfied all was under control, William 
headed south again. 

1069 = Hearing that rebellion posed a problem 
in the North and West, William detached armies 

to brutally put down rebellions, such as in 
Stafford. The rumours of Norman terror must 

have filtered North because by the time that the 
Normans arrived, the rebels had mostly 

disappeared. 

1067—William granted more land back to 
some Anglo-Saxon nobles in return for their 

loyalty. Vacant land was given to his Norman 
lords in return for their duty in keeping the 
local area  under control. Many built castles 
on their land. This deterred any rebels from 
rising up and some built good relationships. 

1068— When the people in the North promised 
to fight William, he harried the land on his way 
up to York, striking fear far and wide. He forced 
locals on Edwin’s land in Mercia to build castles 
and allowed his army to take by force whatever 
they needed and kill whoever stood in their way. 

(Oct-Dec 1066) The Normans offered a 
opportunity for  remaining Anglo-Saxon nobles 
to surrender after the Battle of Hastings. He sent 

messengers ahead to London.  When this was 
refused, he built nine castles on his way to 

London, but showed leniency to villages that he 
invaded on his way. 

(Oct-Dec 1066) William ordered areas around 
London to be harried. Housing was set on fire 

on the south-bank of the Thames. Many people 
were killed, with their land and businesses 

destroyed.  This sent out a powerful message he 
was not someone to be messed with. 

Winter 1069-70 The Harrying of the North 
was the most intensive example of Norman 
brutality. 100 miles of land was laid waste. 
The Domesday Book suggested it hadn’t 

recovered by 1086. 5% of the English 
population were killed or died of starvation 

and cold. Others fled south and became 
refugees. 

In December 1069 William wanted to avoid 
conflict as several rebellions were occurring and 

he didn’t want to mobilise his army in winter. 
He shrewdly  offered a bribe to the Danes who 
had invaded to leave English shores. Most of 
them accepted it and left without the need of 

conflict. 

1067— Many new Norman landowners 
oppressed the people on their land. Some were 
subjected to harsh taxes to keep them poor and 
weak, others were used as slaves to build huge 

castles and churches.. Controlling the courts too, 
they always sided with Norman lords if English 

complained. 

1071—When Hereward and the other Anglo-
Saxon rebels  refused to surrender  in Ely the 

Normans  attacked the island. Some rebels were 
slaughtered, others were captured and 

imprisoned. Although Hereward apparently 
escaped others had their hands cut off and eyes 

gauged out as punishment. 

1068—When Gytha’s rebellion flared up in 
Exeter Devon, William showed he would not 
compromise with the rebels.  He  marched a 

large army to Exeter, torturing rebels and 
eventually gained entry into the city. After an 

18 day siege any rebels were killed & all 
surrounding areas were also subdued. 

How did the Normans gain 
full control of England? 

1. LABEL THESE cards about rebellions    (West) Rebellions in the West   (North) Rebellions in the North   (East) Rebellions in the East 
2. LABEL THESE LETTERS on the cards    (D) Diplomatic actions of William0  (R) Ruthless actions of William 
3. RAG THE CARD for the level of threat faced by William (Red) Great danger, threat to his crown (Amber) Medium danger, could become a threat  (Green) Little threat  
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What was the purpose of 
Early Norman castles? 

1. LABEL THESE cards about castles   (a) Castles played an important military role in the Norman Conquest (b) Castles were about showing off the status of the owner 
      (c) Castles were located at the centre of lords’ estates to help administer their lands 
1. COLOUR CODE for types of evidence (a) Stone Structure/Physical Remains (b) Landscape (c) Typicality (d) Documentary evidence (written)  
      (e) Archaeological evidence (f)  Place Name evidence 

The burh-geats of Saxon thegns.  
Archaeological digs can reveal some interesting 

features of Anglo-Saxon burh-geats.  At 
Goltho, in Lincolnshire, archaeologists 

uncovered an egg shaped enclosure about the 
size of a football pitch.  This contained the 

thegn’s hall where he feasted with his 
followers, a separate kitchen and buildings 

where the thegn and his family slept.  
Surrounding the enclosure was a two metre 

high earth bank, with signs that a tall palisade 
fence was originally on top. 

After the defeat of the English rebellions, 
William distributed huge blocks ofland to his 

barons, charging them with the task of 
maintaining control of their territories.  The 

barons then granted land to knights in return for 
military service.  During the last sixteen years 
of William the Conqueror's reign, it was these 
Norman lords who built castles far and wide 
across the country.  The castles built between 
1071 and 1087 had more to do with settlement 

than with conquest.    

80 per cent of castles were in rural locations 
and of no military value.  Often all that survives 
of the rural castles are overgrown earthworks, 

like at Castle Acre, Norfolk.  Sometimes, 
however, detailed research at one site can reveal 
what a minor castle looked like.  In the 1970s, 
archaeologists investigated the timber motte 
and bailey castle at Goltho.  Around 1080 a 

local Norman lord built his castle on top of the 
fortified Saxon burh-geat.  We can now create 

reconstructions of the site. 

The new Norman Castles caused much 
suffering.  The English were often forced to 

build castles by their new Norman lords, unlike 
the previous Saxon burhs, they were not 

designed to protect the whole population, rather 
supress them.  In towns, sometimes hundreds of 

houses were demolished to create space for a 
new castle.  In some places, Normans soldiers 
may have ridden out from castles, committing 
acts of plunder, rape and violence against local 

people.  

By 1071, five years after the Battle of Hastings, 
English resistance to the Norman Conquest had 

ended.  The Normans had built around 35 
castles across England and these had played an 
important role in enforcing Norman rule.  It is 
impossible to say exactly how many Norman 
castles were built in the period 1071 to 1087, 

but the numbers were huge.  Historians estimate 
that were around 1,000 Norman castles by 

1150.  

When William invaded England he landed at 
Pevensey and made use of the ruined Roman 

fort that had been built in the 3rd Century.  He 
strengthend the walls and added a ditch 

earthwork with a palisade in one corner of the 
fort - making a smaller strong fortress.  The 
Normans soon after built another castle at 
Hastings along the coast, creating a strong 

defended site in the corner of an Iron Age fort.  
This time they also added a Motte. 

In 1051 a monk from Peterborough Abbey 
complained in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle that 

some Norman friends of King Edward the 
Confessor were causing trouble in 

Herefordshire near the boarder with Wales.  
The monk was surprised by the new buildings 
that the Normans  had built.  These were huge 
mounds of earth topped with wooden towers 
and surrounded by a wooden palisade.  There 

was no English word to describe the new 
buildings, so the monk used the foreign word - 

castle.  

William crushed the English revolts and 
established royal castles in many towns.  
Between 1068 and 1071, he built royal 

fortresses at Exeter, Warwick, Nottingham and 
York.  After 1069 he protected the road to the 
north with royal castles at Lincoln, Cambridge 
and Huntingdon.  Towering over the landscape 

they reminded people of the King’s power. 

As early as 1067, chroniclers record risings 
against Norman castle-builders in several parts 
of England.  Norman Castles became a detested 

symbol of Norman rule. 

In the Bayeux Tapestry we find some clues 
about what Norman Castles from the early 

eleventh-century might have looked like.  The 
Castle at Dinan, Normandy is depicted under 

attach from men on horseback and others with 
burning torches trying to set fire to the wooden 

palisade. 

William made hos relative and trusted follower, 
William FitzOsbern, Earl of Hereford and 
granted him lands on England’s dangerous 

border with Wales.  Before 1071 he built castles 
at Chepstow, Berkeley, Clifford and Wigmore. 

The locations of early castles were often 
carefully chosen to control rivers and roads.  

They were also often built on top of important 
Saxon sites as the Normans were determined to 

demonstrate their power and control. 

After the Battle of Hastings, William marched 
along the coast heading cautiously towards 

capturing London.  The Normans built a third 
castle at Dover.  Williams army then marched 
up the Thames Valley, possibly building Motte 
and Bailey Castles at Canterbury, Wallingford 

and Berkhamsted. 

William divided Sussex into six new lordships 
and granted these to different barons who each 

built a castle,  These castles were vital I 
protecting the routes from Normandy to 

London. 

After entering London, William immediately 
began the construction  of a castle against a 
corner in the still standing Roman London 

Walls, this developed during his twenty year 
reign into The Tower of London. 

In 1068, William built a motte and bailey castle 
in York, the most important northern city.  
Between the rivers Ouse and Foss the huge 
motte was over 60 metres wide at its base.  
Following the 1069 rising in the north of 

England, William strengthened the castle and 
built another motte on the opposite bank of the 

River Ouse. 
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Some towns in the South-East expanded 
due to increased trade with Normandy, but 
others were completely destroyed. (40% of 
houses in Stafford left vacant) Some towns 

were rebuilt, with a new pattern centred 
around a Norman castle.  Many locals were 
worked very hard to build castles for their 

Norman rulers. 

The Normans tried to introduce a European 
brand of Christianity to develop a more 

uniform religion across England, whereas 
before there were regional differences and 
also included a combination of Christianity 

and Paganism. 

New laws were created. For example the 
Murdrum Fine meant that the local 

community were collectively punished for 
a Norman murder.  

Another example is the Forest law, which 
banned hunting or fishing on royal land. 

The penalty could be severe such as a hand 
removed or eyes gauged out. 

In 1086, 2m people lived in England, 
although most of  the land ownership was 

transferred to the Norman rulers. One 
quarter of the land was owned by just 11 
people. Only 4 out of 180 tenants in chief 

were English. (owning 5% only)  
Wealth and land from English monasteries 

was also transferred to Norman 
monasteries and French abbots. 

Archbishop Ealdred died and Stigand  was 
deposed in 1070. Churchmen were replaced 
by Normans, such as Lanfranc who became 

Archbishop of Canterbury or  Thomas of 
Bayeux, who became Archbishop of York. 

By 1080 only one in sixteen English 
bishops from 1066 remained. 

A handful of Anglo-saxon saints  survived, 
such as St. Botolph or St. Pega.  

Many people maintained their traditional 
Christian values and practices as before, 

although they may have gradually changed 
over time. 

People began attaching place names to 
their own names. After death, Normans 

gave all property to the eldest son, 
whereas the Anglo-Saxons had shared  

it out. 

Only 1% of the population in 1086 was 
Norman. The church continued to own 

large quantities of land. Estimates 
suggest it maintained 25%.  

The Normans continued to use the 
efficient ‘geld’ system and other Anglo
-Saxon tax practices in order to collect 

money efficiently. 

Land was devastated by Norman armies in 
order to defeat rebellions and keep people 

under control.  
The best example is the ‘Harrying of the 

North’ which, according to the Domesday 
Book, took decades to recover. 

The number of free peasants fell (e.g. 
Bourne, Cambs it reduced by half).  

The Norman Yoke myth suggests that 
people were treated cruelly and life got 

worse. 

The Normans made amendments to Anglo-
Saxon law. For example they introduced 
trial by combat, so one could physically 
defend themselves against their accuser. 

This favoured the Normans over peasants, 
as they were much better warriors. 

The Normans built and rebuilt cathedrals. 
These were often much larger and with a more 

sophisticated architectural stone structure.  
For example Norman cathedrals such as York, 

Canterbury, Durham and Winchester . Most 
Anglo-Saxon churches  and monasteries were 

destroyed, replaced by Norman ones. They 
were usually dedicated to Norman saints.    E.g. 

monasteries at Whitby, Durham and York. 

Many Anglo-Saxon lords migrated to 
Scotland and Ireland to escape Norman 

oppression. For those who stayed they had 
to pay very high taxes to occupy the land 

they previously owned, making them much 
poorer. The public became much poorer as 

their wealth was taken through taxation. 
Norman lords increased their income by 

30% by 1086. 

Many parts of Anglo-Saxon law, Textus 
Roffensis, was still used in Norman 

England. For example Trial By Ordeal—
The accused would have to suffer pain, 

such as holding a red hot poker. 
Communities often sorted out their own 

disputes outside of the law and continued 
to rely on traditional methods and practices 

that had been used for generations.  

Slavery became much less common. 
There was an average drop of 25% by 
1086. So life for the poorest people got 

a bit better.. 
Most ordinary people continued to 

work in agriculture, much of daily life 
continued as before. They continued to 

be illiterate. 

Official texts were now produced in Latin 
rather than French. By 1070 most men in power 

spoke French and read Latin. Few nobles 
understood English.  

Over time the language evolved. French and 
English merged together. When an animal was 
in a field it was called a pig or sheep (English) 

but when it was served at a banquet it was 
called pork or mutton (French) 

What was the impact of 
Norman rule on society? 

1. COLOUR CODE these categories of impact  (a) Losing Land   (b) Towns, markets and taxes (c) New Laws (d) New Language (e) Changes in the Church 
2. LABEL THESE LETTERS on the cards  (H) Impacted Anglo-Saxon Elite (P) Impacted Anglo-Saxon Ceorls, peasants and slaves  (C) Impacted clergy—Monks and Priests  
3. LABEL the cards as   (+) Positive Impact (-) Negative Impact (ST) Short-term impact (at the time) (LT) Long-term Impact (still today) 
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Historical Enquiry Questions 

 How certain can historians be about the 
origins of St Peter’s site?  

 How far have the everyday lives, 
attitudes and values of the people 
using St. Peter’s site changed?  

 What do the physical features of the site 
tell us about the Reformation and/or 
Renaissance? 

Types of Evidence 

1. Physical Remains at the Site 
2. Typicality – what we know about Anglo-

Saxon society from how they commonly 
behaved over region and time 

3. Documentary evidence – Things that 
were written down and recorded around 
the time, such as Bede. 

4. Archaeological evidence – Specific 
findings or hypotheses from professional 
archaeologists 

5. Place Name evidence – e.g. Mael-dun, 
Beeleigh 

6. Using the landscape – This could 
include Petchey’s text, artwork or maps 
as well as topography 

think: 
Which physical 
features, people, 
activities, major 
developments, or 
turning points could I 
use to answer this 

:  

link:  
Relevant Dates, 

Statistics, Proper 

Names, and 

Technical Vocab. 

:  1. Explain change in the 

sites past 

 Activities 
 Major 

developments 
 Turning points 
 Pace 

Write like an 

historian, use 

the relevant 

approach for 

the question: 

:  

:  

Key concepts in this topic/unit of work: 

Common Misconceptions:  Studying the histor ical 
environment is about buildings and ruins, not the 
lives of people!  Historical sites tell us only about the 
past and don’t tell us anything about whom we are 
today!  It’s not worth stuyding something that we 
cannot be certain about!  Wrong, wrong, wrong!!! 

Hints for Essays 

L1  = Some relevant points OR a statement that answers the question 
L2  = 1 explained reason, with lots of own knowledge to back up your point 
L3  = 2 explained reasons, with lots of own knowledge to back up your points 
L4  = 3 explained reasons, with lots of own knowledge to back up your points 
L5  = 4 explained reasons, with lots of own knowledge to back up your points 
 AND explain reasons to support  both sides of the argument 
L6  = L5 + An overall argument set out in the introduction sentence AND 

conclusion judgement 

2. Explain the similarities and 
differences 
 Before and after 
 Between activities on the 

site taking place at the same 
time 

 Between different users 

3. Explain a range of reasons 
for activity or changes on 
the site 
 Local, National or 

International people, 
events and ideas 

 Range of evidence types 
that support your view 
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History Around Us -St Peter’s Tower & Plume Library Site 
RAG Your Learning 

(20% of GCSE, HAU Paper, 40 marks) 

C
la
ss 

N
ote

b
ook

 

E
ssa

y
s 

S
ub

m
itte

d
 

S
um

m
e
r 2

 

A
utum

n 1
 

A
utum

n 2
 

Unit 1 Enquiry: How certain can historians be about the origins of St Peter’s site?  Use physical features 
of the site as well as your own knowledge to support your answer. 
The early settlement of Mael-dun: 

 Landscape: ‘A hilltop home [surrounded] by woodland, water and marsh’ 

 ‘[He was] sent…to preach the Word to the East Saxons’ - crosses, churches and St. Cedd c.653 

 Kings, Earls, Thegns, and Lords - Archaeological and documentary evidence, c.653-c.1189 

 
 

    

Unit 2 Enquiry: How far have the everyday lives, attitudes and values of the people using St. Peter’s 
site changed? Use physical features of the site as well as your own knowledge to support your answer.  

 Religious Site, c.653-1549  

 School, c.1420-c.1865 

 Library, c.1704-present 

 Museum and Heritage Centre, 20th Century-?  

 Peak activity, major developments, and turning points 

     

Unit 3 Enquiry: What do the physical features of the site tell us about the Reformation and/or 
Renaissance? Use physical features of the site as well as your own knowledge to support your answer.  
1. Archaeological evidence of late Anglo-Saxon Thegn’s hall opposite; chancel and original nave walls c.1200;  
2. Medieval Tower,  including windows and doors,  late 1 5th Century 
3. Thomas Plume Library and School room, c.1700 
4. Plume’s books,  8000 15th-17th Century books, including  illustrations Durer’s Rhinoceros 1515 and the 

The Pope Supressed by Henry VIII, 1570  
5. Extension built to accommodate boys downstairs and 120 girls upstairs, 1 817 

     

Renaissance 
(Rebirth of learning) 

C.653  1189 1220s      1244  1348    1379   1420   1440s  1448     1485     1529   1536 1549    1608 1634 1639 1690s 1704 1818 1843  1890s 

Reformation 
(Monasteries closed) 

Anglo 
Saxon 
England 

Norman 
England 

Black 
Death 
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Origins 
Change & Continuity 
Physical remains of the story 
In all of above 
 

a) The reasons for the location of the site within its 

surroundings 

b) When and why people first created the site 

c) The ways in which the site has changed over time  

d) How the site has been used throughout its history 

e) The diversity of activities and people associated with 

the site 

f) The reasons for changes to the site and to the way it 

was used 

g) Significant times in the site’s past: peak activity, major 

developments, turning points 

h) The significance of specific features in the physical 

remains at the site 

i) The importance of the whole site either locally or 

nationally, as appropriate 

j) The typicality of the site based on a comparison with 

other similar sites 

k) What the site reveals about everyday life, attitudes 

and values in particular periods of history 

l) How the physical remains may prompt questions 

about the past and how historians frame these as valid 

historical enquiries 

m) How the physical remains can inform artistic 

reconstructions and other interpretations of the site 

n) The challenges and benefits of studying the historic 

environment 
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