
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
CWA/LDA 
 
7 April 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: Returning to the Academy after the Easter Break 
 

I would like to start what will be my usual detailed pre-term/full start back communication by saying that I 
genuinely hope it’s been a good break for you all thus far. Also, that this letter finds you and your respective 
families well during what we all know remain ongoing somewhat challenging times. Still, let us all look forward 
to what we can only hope will be increasingly less restrictive and ultimately, safer days ahead. 
 
Uniform and Attendance 
 
Please note that all of our students should be in the academy by 8:30am on Monday 12 April 2021. This 

is whilst wearing full academy uniform and as highlighted in the clear and detailed letter sent out by Ms Everett 
and Mr Stoneman on Thursday 25 March 2021, a copy of which is attached to this email. 
 
There is one important amendment to what is highlighted in that particular letter which is as follows: 
 

- After our usual review of what has been proposed in conjunction with the Department for Education 
(DfE) guidance that has continued to come in throughout the holiday period, I have opted to continue to 
allow students to wear their Plume Academy PE kits on the days they have PE or Dance. This is so as 
to continue mitigating the risk posed by sometimes large numbers changing in relatively small spaces 
with often poor ventilation. However, I do stress Plume Academy PE kit only as like many of you, I also 
believe they look smart and it can make those days easier from a parent/carer point of view. 
Importantly, large numbers of our students like this arrangement too, however, unfortunately, towards 
the end of the Autumn term and after we returned on Monday 8 March 2021, alternatives to our PE kit 
crept in, especially branded names. We worked hard to tackle this but this was whilst having our real 
focus, and whilst channelling our main energies, on ensuring students remained safe, setting up the 
Lateral Flow Testing and Remote Education Programmes, settling them back in after another long 
closure and further embedding or actioning other numerous COVID-19 related matters. Therefore, as 
well as our own concerted efforts, your usual level of support would be greatly appreciated in 
supporting us to achieve this, however, any students who opt not to adhere to what is being fairly 
requested here will have their right to wear non-academy uniform on the days they have PE or Dance 
withdrawn. Still, let us all look to work together to ensure this proves not to have to be the case. 

 
I also remain very much aware that for some of our students, and for some of you of course, there remains 
genuine anxiety about being in the academy and I continue to both understand as well as respect this. 
However, as I wrote in my detailed letter before the full return on Monday 8 March 2021, the latest DfE 
guidance states that unless a student is self-isolating, or there is a specific medical reason as to why s/he 
cannot attend school, it is mandatory for students to be in the academy. Nevertheless, if you still wish to 
discuss your child’s return further, please do so via your child’s Head/Assistant Head of Year in the first 
instance. They have been briefed by me personally as to how to proceed and whilst ensuring the academy 

continues to support you and your child as best as we possibly can – something that remains of paramount 
importance to us. 
 
The Academy’s Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) Programme 
 
For those of you who have opted in our LFT Programme, please note the following three points: 
 

1. On the afternoon or early evening of Sunday 11 April 2021, can you ensure your child takes an 



LFD test. On every occasion, these should then be uploaded to the National Test and Trace database, 
however, if your child were to return a positive test, please contact me direct and via: 

 
C.Wakefield@plume.essex.sch.uk 

 
2. On the morning of Wednesday 14 April 2021, all students who have opted into the academy’s LFT 

Programme will be called from their lessons in carefully staggered stages to collect their next tranche of 
test kits. This will be across both campuses and will be managed in the same robust manner as all 
other academy-based testing matters to date. This will also be whilst maintaining minimal disruption to 
lessons. 

3. Should you have any ensuing LFT Programme related questions, do not hesitate to contact one of our 
LFT Programme Administrative Leads via: 

   
            Mrs McKelvie – S.McKelvie@plume.essex.sch.uk 
            Mrs Redfearn – A.Redfearn@plume.essex.sch.uk 
 
COVID-19 Symptoms 
 
This process is exactly the same as it was in both the Autumn term as well as after our full return on Monday 8 
March 2021, and that is if your child has any of the following symptoms, s/he must not come into the academy, 
self-isolate and book a PCR test via dialling 119 or the NHS website.  
 
Whilst the following three main symptoms highlighted by the Department for Education and Public Health 
England remain the same, if at any point you have any doubt whatsoever with regards any symptoms your 
child is displaying, my advice would be to secure medical advice and guidance: 
 

- a temperature of 37.8°C+ and feeling hot to touch on the chest or back; 

- a new, continuous cough which means that there has been three episodes of heavy coughing in a 

24-hour period or one hour of persistent coughing; and/or 

- a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell. 

 

However, and to reiterate, as you, our parents and carers have done exceptionally well over the course of the 

past year, please keep the academy updated with regards any tests and self-isolation protocols you and your 

respective families may well need to follow moving forward.  

 

On behalf of our First Aid Administrators, we have also remained most appreciative of your support when they 

have called you to ask that you pick your child up if any of the three symptoms have developed whilst they were 

in the academy. We also have absolutely no doubt whatsoever that this support will only continue moving 

forward. 

 

Diarrhoea and Non-COVID-19 Related Symptoms 

 

As a further polite reminder and as highlighted in many of my previous communications: 

 

- if a child has sickness and/or diarrhoea, this may be a sign of many conditions, most of them infectious. 

Therefore, if at the academy, the student should go straight home and stay at home for two days longer 

than the sickness and/or diarrhoea lasts; and  

- if a student has the symptoms of a common cold such as a runny nose, feeling under the weather etc. 

but does not have any of the three symptoms, the advice and guidance continues to state that they 

may come to school if the student’s parent or carer feels s/he is well enough to do so. No COVID-19 

self-isolation or test would need to be pursued either at this stage unless s/he developed one or more 

of the three main COVID-19 symptoms, however, and to reiterate, if ever you have any doubt, do look 

to seek medical advice and guidance. 

 
Face Coverings 
 
We know this remains an extremely contentious topic in the media with arguments supported by scientific 
evidence for and against wearing them, however, as an academy, I believe we have continued to do really well 
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with regards this matter. Therefore, based on the very latest DfE guidance received just yesterday, please note 
the following with regards face coverings moving forward: 
 
Face coverings on the buses – Compulsory*. On the double decker buses, downstairs only for Mill Road 
Campus students (Years’ 7 and 8) and upstairs only for Fambridge Road Students (Years’ 9-13) will also 
continue to apply. 
Face coverings on the corridors and moving between lessons – Compulsory*. 
Face coverings in lessons – based on the latest DfE guidance, it remains strongly recommended that face 

coverings are worn in lessons for the time being. 
Face coverings outside – Optional. 
 
*As has been the case previously, if you would like for your child to have a ‘face covering exempt lanyard’, 
please contact your child’s Head/Assistant Head of Year. 
 
Whilst we have a stockpile of face coverings, we would also very much appreciate your support in ensuring 
your child attends the academy with his/her own on Monday 12 April 2021. 
 

Other Protective Measures to Issue a Reminder About 

 

Social distancing – Whilst this is nigh on impossible with over 2000 stakeholders in the academy despite this 
being spread across two campuses, as was the case in both the Autumn term as well as after our last full 
return, adults should look to continue to maintain a two metre distance from each other and from students, 
where possible. Also, our students will also continue to be encouraged to keep their distance from each other 
and staff, where possible.   

Ventilation - As per the latest guidance, indoor occupied spaces should be kept well-ventilated during the 

academy’s working day and this means doors and windows being open as often as possible. This is whilst also 

endeavouring to maintain a conducive working environment, especially in terms of room temperature. 

However, this should prove much less of a challenge in the weeks and months ahead. 

 

Sanitising – The academy will continue to have sanitiser in every teaching area as well as students continuing 

to be met on each entrance of both campuses with this as they enter the academy each and every day. 

Nevertheless, your support in providing your child with his/her own sanitiser to bring into the academy would 

also be greatly appreciated because as you can imagine, we continue to go through gallons of this on a weekly 

basis. 

 

Antibacterial wipes and the wiping down of equipment after use – This was also done very well in both 

the Autumn term as well as after our last full return, however, as with the request in relation to sanitiser, your 

support, if at all possible, in providing your child with antibacterial wipes to wipe down equipment, desks, 

chairs, keyboards etc. would also be greatly appreciated.  

 

We have the wiping down of equipment in PE, IT, Food Technology, Music and other areas written into our 

core working risk assessments, however, we will also be looking to quickly re-establish this once again when 

all of our students return next week. 

 

‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’ – Tissues will also remain in every classroom and when deemed necessary, our staff 

will encourage our students to use them followed by sanitising. However, as with the sanitiser and antibacterial 

wipes, your support in ensuring your child has tissues on him/her would also be greatly appreciated. 

 

Year group zones – In addition to having split campuses and students only being taught in their respective 

year groups, year group zones at break and lunch will remain in place at the start of next term. This is much 

easier to manage at our Mill Road Campus than at our Fambridge Road Campus, however, regardless of this, 

the students have done exceptionally well in adhering to what has been required of them and we have every 

faith they will do the same when they return next week. As the weather improves, we will also look to open up 

both campus fields as soon as we possibly can and which will greatly assist the break and lunchtime zoning. 

We also know this is something else our students greatly enjoy and appreciate. 



 

One way systems – These will remain in place across both campuses at all times and again, has been 

extremely well adhered to by our students thus far. These remain in place to mitigate the risk of face-to-face 

contact. 

 

Forward-facing seating – This will remain in place wherever possible and in the vast majority of our 

classrooms to also reduce the amount and associated risk of face-to-face contact. 

 

Enhanced cleaning – Our dedicated cleaning staff have continued to do a brilliant job throughout the 

pandemic and will, I know, only continue in such a manner moving forward. This will include our enhanced 

team of daytime housekeepers who work tirelessly throughout the entire day cleaning and wiping door 

handles, stair railings, toilets and light switches. They also deep clean any highlighted areas every time a 

student or staff member is identified as having potential COVID-19 symptoms and have to go home. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities and Breakfast Clubs 

 

Our campus Breakfast Clubs, PE and other Faculty areas’ extra-curricular and enrichment programmes will 

continue in full as from next Monday with discussions now also occurring with regards potential trips and visits 

in the Summer term and beyond as the Government’s ‘Roadmap out of Lockdown’ progresses through its 

respective steps. Therefore, please look out for future communications with regards additional activities the 

academy may well put on. 

 

The Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs) Process 

Further to my initial communication on 25 February 2021, the day this process was first announced, as well as 
follow-up communications in the weeks after that, and the detailed letter from Mr Baster and Mrs Clark on 24 
March 2021, after receiving the information school leaders have been awaiting from the Joint Council for 
Qualifications (JCQ), The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual) and the examination 
boards over the Easter break, a number of the academy’s staff have continued working on this throughout the 
Easter break. This has included a number of virtual meetings, more of which will take place next week 
involving members of the Senior Leadership Team and Faculty Leaders, with our students, parents and carers 
continuing to be kept up to speed every step of the way. 

Communicating with the Academy 

Further to my numerous references to this in past communications, postings and meetings, should you have 
any concerns, issues or questions to raise or ask, I will continue to politely request that you raise them with the 
academy in the first instance. Email remains the preferred option with staff members contact email addresses 
being highlighted on the website in the ‘Parents’ tab.  

For subject-related matters, please look to contact the respective class teacher in the first instance, with any 
pastoral-related matters needing to go through your child’s Assistant Head of Year to start off with. 

My colleagues will always look to get back to you as quickly as they possibly can but with over 1700 students 
in the academy, many pre-booked meetings and matters that invariably manifest during the day to also 
respond to, there can often be a delay in doing so. Therefore, do bear with us whilst being rest assured that 
the academy’s team of staff will get back to you as soon as they possibly can. 

I will conclude by thanking you for taking the time to read this further detailed and lengthy letter, as well as in 
advance of your usual standard of support with the numerous requests made of you within it. I know for many 
of you and your children it remains a worrying time and understandably so, however, by us all continuing to 
work in collaboration as well as in support of each other, I have every confidence we will safely and 
successfully work our way through the Summer term ahead. 

 



Yours sincerely 

 

Mr C A Wakefield 
Executive Principal 
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