
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Subject: Tonight's Announcement by the Prime Minister 
 
 
Dear Students of Year 11 and Year 13, 
 
Following tonight’s announcement by the Prime Minister with regards him stating that it is “not possible 
or fair for all exams to go ahead this summer as normal” and that the Secretary of State for Education, 
Gavin Williamson will “work with Ofqual to put in place alternative arrangements”, most of you will, I 
know, be asking what exactly does this mean? Knowing me well enough, I will only ever tell you the truth 
and with this in mind, at present, like you, I’m not sure as nobody has been provided with any specific 
details as of yet. This is because I feel they have yet to be fully worked out with this only occurring over 
the course of the next few days or even weeks. 
 
Still, even though this uncertainty will I know be somewhat unnerving and may well be causing many of 
you further worry and angst, the bottom line is that we’ve been here before and after a very similar 
announcement was made at 5:15pm on Wednesday 18 March 2020. Therefore, we’ve had to work 
through such real uncertainty in the past and despite having to overcome many hurdles – new hurdles 
and challenges we had never had to work through as a profession before - over a five month period 
through to the week of the GCSE results last August, from a Plume Academy perspective, we did so in a 
very successful and student-centred manner. As a team of staff, we also learned a great deal along the 
way and many new skills and processes that I am certain will only serve us well in the weeks and 
months ahead. 
 
Therefore, as easy as it is for me to say “please try not to worry” and “we’ll work through this in what I’m 
sure will be a very productive manner”, honestly, I have every faith we will and that you, our GCSE, 
BTEC and A level students will ultimately, secure the grades you have worked hard for – and I believe 
will continue to work hard for - and that by doing so, you will deserve. 
 
Once my colleagues and I have more specific details, I’ll ensure that all of you are made aware as to 
what these are and again, like I did last year, I’ll keep you, your parents and carers and your staff up to 
speed every time an important update is provided. 
 
Many thanks in advance of taking the time to read this correspondence and I’ll be sending a further email 
to you and Year 10 and Year 12 after this one highlighting how you can book a slot to come in and 
collect any of your books, files etc. over the course of the next four days. 
 
With respect and sincerest best wishes, 
 
Mr Wakefield 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

            
Subject: RE: Tonight's Announcement by the Prime Minister 
 
Dear Students of Year 11 and Year 13, 
 
As you will have undoubtedly heard and seen via news and various media outlets this afternoon: 
 

 
 
When the consultation is launched next week, we will of course contribute as I know will school leaders 
nationally, and when we know exactly what process we need to follow as a team of staff to accurately 
and fairly assess, finalise and submit your grades to the examination boards, I can assure you, like last 
year, we will do this to the very best of our abilities. 
 
I know this will remain a most unsettling and worrying time for you, and understandably so, however, my 
honest advice is to simply carry on with your remote lessons and work as best as you possibly can until 
the time comes when we tell you that you can do no more. I know you may say “That’s easier said than 
done sir!” and if you did, I’d absolutely respect that, but an important point to reiterate and made in my 
previous email is that to a certain extent, we’ve been here before. Therefore, there will, I’m certain, be 
processes and skills that as a team of staff we had to use last summer when conducting centre 
assessed grades for last year’s GCSE, BTEC and A level students that will only serve us well when we 
come to do the same for you; on a very similar scale too. However, on an actual positive note, at 
present, it also looks like we will have more time in which to do it this time round. 
 
Still, let’s see as to what manifests in the weeks ahead and I promise you that I will keep you and your 
parents and carers up to speed every step of the way. In the meantime, as I wrote earlier on, keep 
applying yourself to your remote learning and associated work as best as you possibly can as it will only 
serve you well, and for multiple reasons, as we progress through the Spring term. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Mr Wakefield 
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