
 
 

 
              

CWA/KRE/MBE  
  
12 May 2020  
  
Dear Parents and Carers    
 
Re: The Remainder of the Summer Term for Years’ 7, 8 and 9 
 
Earlier this afternoon, and as some of you with children in these year groups will already know, I wrote to 
the parents and carers of students in years’ 10 and 12 highlighting my genuine concerns about the 
Government’s desire to open schools to these year groups as well as a number of primary school 
cohorts as from 1 June. However, they made no reference to our other year groups of 7, 8 and 9 and 
this, I know, will have left you feeling somewhat confused as well as frustrated at the same time. 
Therefore, I would like to take this opportunity to clarify as to what the plan is for these year groups for 
the remainder of the summer term and this academic year: 
 

- As is the case in secondary schools the length and breadth of the country, after the 
Government’s announcement and circulation of its supporting guidance late last night titled 
‘Actions for Education and Childcare Settings to Prepare for Wider Opening from 1 June’, the link 
to which can be found below along with an eight point summary I have extracted from it, there is 
now no plan to bring any of these year groups back into the academy before September: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-

for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-

opening-from-1-june-2020 

My summary of this document can be accessed via: 200512 let.parentscarers coronavirus update DfE 

synopsis 

- However, whilst we will remain closed to these and perhaps all year groups, my Senior 

Leadership Team and our Faculty and Subject Leaders are now actively working in collaboration 

to further develop our academy remote learning plan which will be based on: 

 Continuing with the work put on Show My Homework and Frog OS as well as posted out 

via the academy’s email account. This is whilst maintaining the associated email 

correspondence between staff, students and parents and carers which has continued to 

evolve, embed and been very well received over the past seven weeks. With this in mind, 

please note the most up to date staff email list is in the PARENTS > STAFF CONTACTS 

section of the website and which provides staff members direct email addresses too. 

Therefore, please, should either you or your child ever have a question, query or concern, 

do not hesitate to use this as my colleagues will come back to you in a timely manner. 

 Continuing to increase the amount of pre-recorded lessons posted on our current working 

platforms and as you will have seen grow over the past two weeks in particular. 

 Actively exploring a programme of daily ‘live learning’ as from 1 June. 

In addition, we will also: 

 Continue to conduct and post year group assemblies as well as compile year group 

newsletters, so keep the positive articles coming in because they’ve been brilliant thus 

far! 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://61555871-7064-4596-84aa-36c019fe9196.filesusr.com/ugd/03a94d_dd0165fddb2c4214935fa26b2f06d121.pdf
https://61555871-7064-4596-84aa-36c019fe9196.filesusr.com/ugd/03a94d_dd0165fddb2c4214935fa26b2f06d121.pdf


 Continue to develop our programme of virtual meetings for students and their parents 

and carers in need of extra support due to any additional educational needs and with a 

specific focus on transition. 

 Continue to conduct our hundreds of calls and emails every week to students and 

parents and carers across all three year groups be they planned, requested or it felt they 

be necessary. 

Now, whilst even the most robust of remote learning plan’s will simply not replace a full and 

comprehensive timetable of lessons, based on the fact that there remain far too many concerns about 

what the Government have proposed, as well as the fact that they have yet to be explicitly clear about 

the most up to date scientific evidence they have based their latest decisions on, it is without doubt a 

much safer option moving forward. 

 
Knowing me well, I believe you know that nothing would make me happier than to be back working 
alongside our fantastic students all of whom I have missed greatly since closing the academy to them on 
the evening of Wednesday 18 March. However, this enforced closure has only further reinforced the fact 
that I am most fortunate to work alongside them as well as our fully committed and highly skilled team of 
staff. Significantly adding to this is the quality input and support shown by you, our parents, carers and 
families throughout the closure period too. Therefore, I can assure you if I felt we were in a position to 
actively plan for a summer opening, my staff and I would, however, we are not and the potential benefits 
remain far outweighed by the potential serious risks pursuing such a pathway would bring. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this detailed letter and I can assure you that my regular 
communications via email as well as via my academy Twitter account will only continue as we progress 
through the remainder of this academic year, including May half term and the whole summer break. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Mr C A Wakefield 
Principal 
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