
 

 

Ref: AST/RCL/GHA 
21 September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: Working Together to Control the Spread of Coronavirus 

As you are no doubt aware, the Government have introduced new enforcement measures to combat the recent 

rise in illegal gatherings as Public Health England endeavours to curtail the renewed rise in COVID-19 rates 

nationally.  

As reported in the media, schools and colleges have now highlighted that groups of young people aged 16-19 

years have tested positive as a result of attending large gatherings and not adhering to the latest group numbers 

and social distancing advice and guidance. Most noticeably, fifteen sixth form students in four days at Brighton, 

Hove and Sussex VI Form College tested positive as a direct result of attending an eighteenth birthday party and 

as a direct result of doing so, compromised the health and safety of their peers by bringing the virus into the 

college. To reiterate, this is far from an isolated case, however. 

Therefore, we are keen to secure your usual level of support in urging our young adults at the academy to take 

responsibility for controlling the spread of coronavirus by following the very clear guidance relating to social 

distancing, wearing face coverings in public places and avoiding any temptation to attend illegal social gatherings 

of more than six people.  

As Mr Wakefield has highlighted through many platforms, we have been delighted with the way our students 

have embraced our many COVID-19 related procedures whilst at the academy, however, it is vital that they 

remain focused and are not complacent in their own time. As the Home Secretary Priti Patel stated recently, 

"These illegal gatherings are dangerous and those who organise them show a blatant disregard for the safety of 

others”.  

As I know you’ll agree, it is irresponsible to put other people's health and safety at risk by attending them and 

consequently the risk is thereby transferred to the wider community. As such, we will be holding assemblies for 

years’ 11-13 this week to ensure our students are fully briefed on the dangers associated with attending illegal 

gatherings and large numbered parties. We would also be extremely grateful for your support in engaging in 

further dialogue with your son/daughter this week regarding this specific and very important issue.  

Many thanks for taking the time to read this letter as well as in anticipation of your usual level of support, 

cooperation and understanding. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr A Stoneman 
Assistant Vice Principal & 
Fambridge Road Campus Lead 
a.stoneman@plume.essex.sch.uk 

Mrs R Clark 
Joint Interim Head of Academy & 
College Campus Lead 
r.clark@plume.essex.sch.uk 
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