
Year 7 Virtual  
Parents Evening  
We would like to invite you to our Year 7 
Parents Evening on Thursday 12 
November between 4.30pm - 7.00pm.  
Due to restrictions the evening will take 
place on Microsoft Teams via your  
son/daughters’ email address.   
More information to follow. 
 

Plume College 
Admissions 
We are delighted with the swift 
response from our students with  
regards to using our new online 
application form.  
If Plume College is being considered  
for post-16 study, please apply using 
this online system. 
It is very quick and easy. Just use the 
login details sent via our students 
academy email address. 
It only takes a few minutes to start the 
process.  If you have any questions,  
please liaise with Mrs Demes  
(College Manager) in the first 
instance.  

Thank You and Have a Great Half Term Break!  
 

Today sees us completing the first half of the autumn term and despite the 
challenges we had to overcome prior to starting it, as well as what we have had 
to overcome to progress through it, I am genuinely delighted as to where we 
find ourselves after the first 7 ½ weeks of the 2020-21 academic year. 
 

In my honest opinion, this should not be underestimated as these remain 
incredibly demanding times we find ourselves in and primarily as a result of the 
significant challenges the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic continues to bring. 
Nevertheless, as a result of working together as stakeholders of the Plume 
Family, especially those members who have found themselves needing to 
secure a test and/or self-isolate, we have seen attendance remain extremely 
high, all 1750+ of our students have retained 100% access to their full 
timetables and most importantly, students, staff and our families have 
remained safe. 
  

There have of course been so many more demands on you all than the usual 
start of an academic year brings. These again, have been due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 situation and have included needing to sanitise and wash hands 
throughout the working day, the wearing of face coverings moving between 
lessons, on the corridors and on the contract and local buses, following new one 
way systems, remaining in year group zones at break and lunch times and 
continually cleaning down keyboards, work surfaces and various equipment 
across a multitude of subjects. The need to do this has remained somewhat 
relentless, however, I have been so impressed as to how our students and staff 
have continued to do all of this. 
  

We know these same pressures will not abate come the next half term and if 
anything, increase as we enter the full winter period. Nevertheless, as has been 
the case since March, I have absolutely no doubts whatsoever that staff, 
students and our families alike will continue to work in the same collaborative 
manner thus ensuring we will continue to overcome any challenge that comes 
our way whilst remaining as safe as we possibly can at the same time. 
  

Thank you for your tremendous and greatly appreciated support and I wish you 
all a great half term break. 
 

Mr Wakefield 
Executive Principal 

Week Ending 23/10/2020 

Students return to the 
Academy on Tuesday  
3 November  
 

(Monday 2 November  
is staff training day) 



Well done to those of you who have already 
entered the puzzle of the week competition. 
 

We will be publishing results very soon. 
 

If you have not entered yet please go to 
www.puzzleoftheweek.com and click the 
button shown below.  Fill in the form and 
select Plume Academy and it will send you 
your own 6 digit login so you can submit your 
answers. (This can take a few days to come 
through.) 

Happy puzzling from the Maths Faculty 

WEEK 2 

Further to Mr Wakefield’s recent  
instructions, please always  

remember to wear your  
face coverings  when  

you are moving  
around the  

academy.    



 
 

 
For young people these days, the online world is 
such a big part of their lives. 
It is up to all of us to work together to ensure that 
they know how to use the internet safely and make 
them aware of the impact that it can have on them.  The internet and social media is always 
developing, with apps and social media sites constantly changing.  As parents/carers, we have a 
responsibility to ensure that our young people are kept safe.  The NSPCC has some useful advice 
on how to do just this. 
  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  
 

Social media can allow young people to be creative, and connect and 
communicate with their friends, however, we need to teach our young 
people that the ‘friends’ we meet on here may not be who they say they 
are, and that by adding friends, we do not know we are also sharing 
potentially personal information about ourselves. 
 

It is easy to feel anonymous when posting on social media or using Apps, however 
a digital footprint is always left. We cannot always be sure who we sharing our 
content with, or what others may do with this information. 
 

Apps are every changing, with new ones out weekly. 
YOLO seems to be one of the latest apps that has started to do the rounds 
again. 
YOLO is used in conjunction with snap chat and Bitmojis. 
YOLO is an app that lets users anonymously ask and answer questions 
posted on Snapchat stories. 
To some using an App such as this could build a young person’s self- 
esteem if they are getting nice things said about them, however, evidence 
has shown that using Apps like these there is a high risk of online bullying 
and this in turn can affect a young person’s mental health. 
  

For advice on current Apps, games and social media sites see 
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/?page=2 
 

Miss Lara Peake - Assistant Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Plume Academy Giving Young Carers a Voice! 
Drop-in sessions and Forum. 

Weekly Drop-in sessions at our Fambridge Road Campus  
Wednesday  - Break-time in room 007  
First Wednesday of the month lunch-time Room 007  
 

Weekly Drop-in sessions at our Mill Road Campus  
Thursday Break-time room M15  
First Thursday of the month forum lunch-time Room M15  
 

What do Young Carers do? 
Children may engage in: 

 Practical tasks (cooking, housework and shopping) 
 Physical care (lifting or helping someone use the stairs) 
 Personal care (dressing, washing, helping with toilet needs) 
 Managing the family budget (collecting benefits and  

prescriptions) 
 Managing medication 
 Looking after younger siblings 
 Helping someone communicate 

Plume Academy will always support Young Carers.  If you or a family member 
needs support, please contact Mrs Davies t.davies@plume.essex.sch.uk 



On Friday 16 October, the Asdan Certificate of Personal Effectiveness group 
completed a morning of basic first aid.  The 
morning comprised of students completing 
several different assignments including: heart 
attacks, chocking, bleeds and breaks, scalds 
and burns.  The students finished the lesson by 
practising their bandage skills. At the end of 
the session all students successfully passed 
their ‘Improve Own Learning Module’ and 
provided us with a most enjoyable learning 
experience.   
Congratulations to Lily Stroud, Jessica Cook, 
Joseph Merrell, Callum Wood, Shay Revell, 
Luke Simons, Isabella Sonnex, Daisy Pennick,  
Ronnie Lenny, Carla Mason, and  
Anya Rutherford. 
Have a great half term.   
Mrs Harrington & Mrs Tween   

  Mill Road Campus– PE Information 
  

 Please be aware that after half term, students will go back to the older format of 
one indoor and one outdoor PE lesson a week.  
    

 First lesson of  the week – girls are outside, boys inside. 
   

 Second lesson of  the week – boys are outside, girls inside. 
    

The outdoor lesson will be football so please remind students to bring shin pads 
and football boots/outdoor trainers. They will also need a plastic bag to put these 
in after the lesson, and a change of footwear. For outdoor lessons, 
they must wear their rugby shirts or long-sleeved Plume PE tops. We will be 
braving the elements unless the weather is torrential! Students should have a dry 
change of clothes when the forecast is looking poor.   
   

Clubs – all clubs that take place on the Mill Road Campus (e.g. boys football, 
rugby and netball) will finish at the slightly earlier time of 4.15pm. This is due to 
the clocks going back, and darker evenings. This will not be the case for girls’ 
football as this takes place on the 3G Pitch at Fambridge Road Campus where 
there are floodlights. 
   

PE Faculty   

Due to the 
successful sale 
of the  
pre-loved Plume 
Academy 
uniform in 
August, we are 
now looking to 
replenish the 
stock ready for 
the opening of 
the ‘Pre-Loved 
Uniform Shop’.   
If you have any 
suitable items 
for donation, kindly drop the freshly laundered 
items in a bag and hand them into either campus 
main reception areas between the hours of 
9.00am and 2.30pm every Friday.   
 

Thank you in advance for your uasual level of 
support.  Plume Academy Parent Voice Group 
 



 

During lockdown, the Modern Foreign Languages Faculty ran a 
poetry competition to encourage students to put their 
thoughts and feelings down on paper… in poetry form…in 
another language! Both French and Spanish students actively 
took part in this activity with a selection of students chosen to 
enter the national competition. 
The multilingual national poetry competition aims to celebrate cultural diversity and the many 
languages currently spoken in schools across the UK. ‘Mother Tongue Other Tongue’ is led by Poet 
Laureate Carol Ann Duffy, Director of the Manchester Writing School at Manchester Metropolitan 

University (MMU) and this exciting project (which received a Queen’s Anniversary Prize in 2019) continues to be rolled out 
nationally as a Laureate Education Project, with some regional events and competitions taking place.  As such, in the eastern 
region, the competition is run by ‘Routes into Languages East.’ 
It is, therefore, with immense pride that the MFL faculty is thrilled to announce that three of our very own Plume Academy 
students have been shortlisted for this competition. As such, they will be invited to an online event in March 2021 celebrating 
their poems and at which time the winners of the competition will also be revealed, so fingers crossed! We are extremely 
proud of our students and their amazing achievement in this competition and we look forward to seeing their poems in the 
published anthology.  
 

We are sure you will join us in wishing many congratulations to: 
Melis Pavett “Igualdad” 

Stanley Johnson “Ma Voiture” 
Charlie Brown “Bicicleta” 

Well done all of you! 
Mme Shead (KS3 Co-ordinator), Mme Rimbaut (HOF) and the MFL Department 

Congratulations to Jack Long for reading 
over 2 million words -  fantastic reading 
Jack!  Jack had received his 
certificate and badge in his 
English lesson. 
 

The LAIC Team 
 

As this year the traditional wreath laying ceremony at the War Memorial 
will be radically different, we were asked to contribute to a virtual 
ceremony organised by Maldon Town Council and the British Legion.   
On behalf of the students and staff of Plume Academy,  
Mr Wakefield, Executive Principal, Henry Lawes and Caitlin Rice-Lines 
( Head Boy and Head Girl) laid our wreaths at our Fambridge Road 
Campus. At our Mill Road Campus, Rhianna Gregory and Calum Hayden-
Nickolls ( Year 8 students) added a further tribute on behalf of our staff 
and students.  The edited video can be seen as part of a broadcast on 
Remembrance Day, Sunday 8 November at 10.45am via the Maldon Town 
Council YouTube page.  Full versions of both videos can be viewed on our 
own website after this date. 
Mr Collen - Community Team 



Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 4th
November in Room 201 at lunch. Come to see 

Mrs Pardoe in the English Office to sign up or for 
more information! Intrigued? Our next meeting will be on the 4th November in room 

201 at lunch. Find out more from Mrs Pardoe in the English Office!

November’s Book of the Month

Do you remember Mark Whittaker? When Mark was in 
Year 9, we gave Mark an exclusive opportunity to sail 
on one of Maldon’s Thames Barges and this fuelled 
Mark’s thirst for sailing. This week, Mr Harris and I were 
delighted to be contacted by Mrs Whittaker to update 
us on Mark’s successful career path.   

Mark followed our Flexible Learning Programmes in 
2016 and successfully completed one of our 
construction and carpentry courses.  To compliment his 
passion for boats and his ambition to become a 
shipwright, in Year 10 and 11 Mark completed his one 
day a week work placement at Top Sail Charters on the 
Hythe in Maldon.   

Over time Mark has a developed a unique talent for 
varnishing, which was spotted by a restoration 
company in Northern Italy.  This week Mark flew out to 
Italy to join the restoration company. We wish Mark 
every success and look forward to hearing more about 
his adventures in the future. 
 

Mrs Harrington - Flexible Learning 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 4  
November in Room 301 at lunch.  Come to see  
Mrs Pardoe in the English Office to sign up for 

more information.   



  
 

Calendar October/November 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

26 
Half Term 

27 
Half Term 

28 
Half Term 

29 
Half Term 

30 
Half Term 

31 1 

9 10 11 12 
Year 7 Virtual Parents 
Evening  
4.30pm-7.00pm  

13 14 15 

2 
Staff Training Day  

3 
Students return to 
the academy 

4 5 6 7 8 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

It’s good for you 
 Please remember to bring in a bottle  
of water so you can keep yourself  
hydrated.  You can refill at water  
dispensers located around the academy. 
 

Please do not go to our first 
aid area for water 

PLUME ACADEMY TELEPHONE LINES  

 01621 854681 

Student Absence:   
Option 1 

Assistant Head of Years 
Option 2 

Sixth Form College:                          
Option 3 

USEFUL DIRECT LINES 

FRC Medical Room:                          
879835 

MRC Medical Room:                        
879803 

Finance   
(ParentPay/Trip  Monies/Catering payments) 

879857 

Sixth Form College:                          
879830 

MRC  Reception 
879803 

 

 

TERM DATES 2020/2021 

Autumn Term  
Thursday 3 September  

Friday 18 December  
 

Half Term 
Monday 26 October - Friday 30 October  

 

Spring Term  
Monday 4 January 2021 
Friday 26 March 2021 

 

Half Term 
Monday 15 February - Friday 19 February 2021 

 

Summer Term  
Monday 12 April 2021  

Wednesday 21 July 2021 
 

Half Term 
Monday 31 May  -  Friday 4 June 2021 

May Bank Holiday 
3 May 2021 

 

Staff Training Day 
Monday 2 November 2020 

Monday 4 January 2021 
Thursday 1 July 2021 


