
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
CWA/LDA/GHA 
 
1 March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: The Full Return of our Students and Staff 
 
I would like to start what will be a detailed communication by thanking you for your continued ongoing 
tremendous support throughout the Spring term and this further lockdown period. Such support has proven 
invaluable to my colleagues and I and whilst we genuinely believe we have embedded a good, robust remote 
education programme since Tuesday 5 January, your support, and that of your children, has very much played 
a key role in ensuring this has proven to be the case. 
 
Full Return, the Lateral Flow Testing Process and Attendance 
 
I would like to confirm that it will be a full return for all of our students at 8:30am on Monday 8 March. We 
are in a position to do this because as those of you who have opted for your children to partake in the lateral 
flow testing process know, we are conducting our first full day of testing this Friday. However, as per the 
Government’s latest statutory requirements, we have to complete two further full testing days in the academy 
and to confirm, these will be on Tuesday 9 and Friday 12 March. There will also be three ‘mop up’ testing days 
on Monday 8, Wednesday 10 and Monday 15 March after which all lateral flow testing will be conducted in the 
home environment.  
 
Those who have opted into the lateral flow process will have minimal disruption on their second, third and any 
mop up days, however, students who have not opted into the testing process will have no disruption to their 
lessons whatsoever. 
 
Now I am acutely aware that for a number of you, after the Prime Minister’s announcement last Monday 
evening that all students would return from Monday 8 March, it caused real consternation. I can genuinely 
understand as to why some of you may have felt this way, however, the latest guidance also states that from 8 
March, unless there is a staggered start back, a student is self-isolating or there is a specific medical reason 
as to why s/he cannot attend school, it is mandatory for students to return. Nevertheless, if after discussing this 
as a family you wish to discuss your child’s return further, please do so with your child’s Head/Assistant 
Head of Year. They have been briefed by me personally as to how to proceed and whilst ensuring the 
academy continues to support you and your child as best as we possibly can – something that remains of 
paramount importance to us. 
 
Face Coverings 
 
This I know remains another extremely contentious topic with arguments supported by scientific evidence for 
and against wearing them, however, as an academy, I believe we did really well with regards this matter in the 
Autumn term. Therefore, based on the latest Government guidance, please note the following for when our 
students and staff return in full: 
 
Face coverings on the buses – Compulsory* On the double decker buses, downstairs only for Mill Road 
Campus students (Years’ 7 and 8) and upstairs only for Fambridge Road Students (Years’ 9-13) will also 
continue to apply 
Face coverings on the corridors and moving between lessons – Compulsory* 
Face coverings in lessons – based on the latest Government guidance which stipulates “….we also now 
recommend ….that face coverings should be worn in classrooms and during activities unless social 
distancing can be maintained. This does not apply in situations where wearing a face covering would impact 
on the ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity, for example, in PE lessons.” Therefore, contrary to a 



number of press articles, the wearing of face coverings in class is not compulsory. This was confirmed by 
the Minister of State for School Standards, Nick Gibb, in a number of interviews with the major news outlets 
last Thursday. Therefore, my input is for parents to very carefully consider this particular strand of the latest 
guidance and certainly until Friday 26 March, the last day of the Spring term, strongly consider supporting 
your child to wear a face covering in his/her lessons too. 
Face coverings outside – Optional 
 
*As was the case in the Autumn term, if you would like for your child to have a ‘face covering exempt lanyard’, 
please contact your child’s Head/Assistant Head of Year in the first instance. 
 
Whilst we have a stockpile of face coverings, we would also very much appreciate your support in ensuring 
your child attends the academy with his/her own as from Monday 8 March. 
 
COVID-19 Symptoms 
 
This process is exactly the same as it was in the Autumn term and that is if your child has any of the following 
symptoms, s/he must not come into the academy, self-isolate and book a PCR test via dialling 119 or the NHS 
website: 
 

- a temperature of 37.8°C+ and feeling hot to touch on the chest or back; 

- a new, continuous cough which means that there has been three episodes of heavy coughing in a 

24 hour period or one hour of persistent coughing; and/or 

- a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell. 

 

However, and to reiterate, as you, our parents and carers have done exceptionally well over the course of the 

past year, please keep the academy updated with regards any tests and self-isolation protocols you and your 

respective families may well need to follow moving forward.  

 

On behalf of our First Aid Administrators, we have also remained most appreciative of your support when they 

have called you to ask that you pick your child up if any of the three symptoms have developed whilst they were 

in the academy. We also have absolutely no doubt this support will only continue moving forward as well. 

 

Diarrhoea and Non-COVID-19 Related Symptoms 

 

As a further polite reminder and as highlighted in many of my Autumn term communications: 

 

- if a child has sickness and/or diarrhoea, this may be a sign of many conditions, most of them infectious. 

Therefore, if at the academy, the student should go straight home and stay at home for two days longer 

than the sickness and/or diarrhoea lasts. COVID-19 actions only need to be pursued if any one of the 

three main symptoms then manifest; and  

- if a student has the symptoms of a common cold such as a runny nose, feeling under the weather etc. 

but does not have any of the three symptoms, the advice and guidance continues to say that they may 

come to school if the student’s parent or carer feels s/he is well enough to do so. No COVID-19 self-

isolation or test would need to be pursued either at this stage unless s/he developed one or more of the 

three main COVID-19 symptoms.  

 

Academy Uniform and PE Days 

 

Our students have always dressed smart and they have continued to do so with your support. Therefore, and 

as I believe you will already know, I have remained both proud as well as most appreciative of this, however, 

whilst we will be looking for the wearing of full uniform as from next Monday, please note the following 

additional points: 

 

- As they invariably do, the vast majority of our students will have grown, some a great deal, since they 

were last in the academy in mid-December. Therefore, if you have had any issues replacing and/or 

purchasing new uniform, please contact your child’s Head/Assistant Head of Year. The team will 



then issue a uniform slip thus denoting they are aware of an issue and so as to ensure your child is not 

continually challenged on this. 

- For Year 11 students, if your child has outgrown his/her blazer, again, please contact Mr Rose or Mrs 

Darcy-Smith and a uniform slip will be issued. You are of course free to purchase a new blazer should 

you wish to do so, however, with the year group requiring them for only another nine working weeks, do 

not feel obliged to do so and common sense must prevail here I feel. 

- On the days your child has PE, as was the case in the Autumn term and to reduce crowding in our 

changing rooms, s/he can come into the academy in his/her PE kit and spend the day in it. Plume 

Academy PE kit only here though, and your support in ensuring this proves to be the case would be 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities and Breakfast Clubs 

 

The latest guidance states that “From 8 March, you should work to resume all your before and after-school 

educational activities....”. Therefore, from 8am on Monday 8 March, both of our campus Breakfast Clubs will 

start back up and you will receive information in the near future from our PE and other faculties with regards 

the extra-curricular programme for the rest of the term and possibly beyond. 

 

Other Protective Measures to Note 

 

Social distancing – Whilst this is nigh on impossible with over 2000 stakeholders in the academy despite this 
being spread across two campuses, as was the case in the Autumn term, adults should maintain a 2-metre 
distance from each other and from students, where possible. Also, our students will also continue to be 
encouraged to keep their distance from each other and staff, where possible.   

Ventilation - As per the latest guidance, indoor occupied spaces should be kept well ventilated during the 

academy’s working day and this means doors and windows being open as often as possible. This is whilst also 

endeavouring to maintain a conducive working environment, especially in terms of room temperature. 

Therefore, whilst we are coming out of the full winter months, until the end of term, I am more than happy for 

students to wear a coat or outdoor garment on the corridors or in a classroom should they feel cold 

enough to do so. This also worked very well in the Autumn term and will once again, assist our students to 

concentrate on their learning without the distraction of being cold. 

 

Sanitising – The academy will be fully prepared on this front from 8 March and very much including sanitiser 

being in every teaching area as well as students being met on each entrance of both campuses with this as 

they enter the academy each and every day. However, your support in providing your child with his/her own 

sanitiser to bring into the academy would also be greatly appreciated because as you can imagine, we literally 

went through gallons of this on a weekly basis in the Autumn term. 

 

Antibacterial wipes and the wiping down of equipment after use – This was also done very well last term, 

however, as with the request in relation to sanitiser, your support, if at all possible, in providing your child with 

antibacterial wipes to wipe down equipment, desks, chairs, keyboards etc. would also be greatly appreciated. 

We have the wiping down of equipment in PE, IT, Food Technology, Music and other areas written into our 

core risk assessments and this was embedded last term, however, we will be looking to quickly establish this 

once again when all of our students start back in full. 

 

‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’ – Tissues will also remain in every classroom and when deemed necessary, our staff 

will encourage our students to use them followed by sanitising. However, as with the sanitiser and antibacterial 

wipes, your support in ensuring your child has tissues on him/her would also be greatly appreciated. 

 

Year group zones – In addition to having split campuses and students only being taught in their respective 

year groups, year group zones at break and lunch will be back in place from Monday 8 March. This is much 

easier to manage at our Mill Road Campus than at our Fambridge Road Campus, however, regardless of this, 

the students did exceptionally well in adhering to this last term and we have every faith they will do the same 



when they return in full. As the weather improves, we will also look to open up both campus fields as soon as 

we possibly can and which will greatly assist the break and lunchtime zoning. 

 

One way systems – These will remain in place across both campuses at all times and again, were extremely 

well adhered to by our students throughout the Autumn term. These remain in place to mitigate the risk of 

face-to-face contact. 

 

Forward-facing seating – This will remain in place wherever possible and in the vast majority of our 

classrooms to also reduce the amount and associated risk of face-to-face contact. 

 

Enhanced cleaning – Our dedicated cleaning staff have continued to do a brilliant job throughout the 

pandemic and will, I know, only continue in such a manner moving forward. This will include our enhanced 

team of daytime housekeepers who work tirelessly throughout the entire day cleaning and wiping door 

handles, stair railings, toilets and light switches. They also deep clean an area every time a student or staff 

member is identified as having potential COVID-19 symptoms and have to go home. 

 

The Curriculum  

In additional to our full remote education programme laid on over the past seven weeks, upon our students’ full 
return, our expectations will be that we will go straight into continuing to provide an in person curriculum that is 
broad, ambitious, challenging and caters for the diverse needs of all students. We will also continue to 
carefully assign and utilise any catch-up funding we receive and this will be based on extensively discussed 
and devised associated plans. 

Please note that there will be no live remote education lessons on Friday 5 March to allow our staff to prepare 
for our students’ full return one working day later, however, pre-recorded and other set work will be made 
available to our students. 

School buses and taxis will also be back to running as normal on the morning of Monday 8 March and 
the day will start with a whole academy virtual assembly with me. This is where I will warmly welcome 
all of our students back in person, as well as reclarify the core and COVID-19 standards and 
expectations I am looking for them to adhere to and uphold for the remainder of the Spring term and 
beyond.  

I will conclude by thanking you for taking the time to read this detailed and lengthy letter, and in advance of 
your usual standard of support with the numerous requests made of you within it. I know for many of you and 
your children it remains a worrying time, however, I have to be honest and say I really am looking forward to 
seeing our students next week as quite frankly, the academy hasn’t been the same without them this term as 
was the case during the first school closure period last year. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr C A Wakefield 
Executive Principal 
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