
 
 

 
 

Our ref: AST/CWA/GHA 

29 June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Re: Year 10 into 11 Transition Plan 

I am writing to inform you of the extensive additional provision we will be offering the students of Year 

10 as they progress into Year 11 following the impact COVID-19 will have undoubtedly had on the first 

year of their GCSE studies.  

As you are aware, in recent weeks, we have offered the Virtual Remote Learning Programme in addition 

to the many other platforms available throughout the closure period including Show My Homework, 

Seneca, Hegarty Maths, FrogOS and our own internal email system. Pleasingly, but not unexpectedly, 

Year 10 students have engaged with these extremely well which we believe is a true reflection of the 

outstanding maturity the year group continue to show towards their GCSE studies, whilst also further 

highlighting the tremendous parental and carer support that the academy continues to be provided with. 

Due to the disruption, there have been a number of potential impacts that I have sub-headed in this 

letter to enable you to have as clear an understanding as possible of our strategic plan for the year 

group from this point onwards: 

Summer Term Progress Reviews 

Progress reviews are issued termly for all year groups, however, due to the indifferent learning 

environment that all of our students have had to undertake during the summer term, we have decided 

not to issue any year group with a formal summer term progress review. The potential impact of 

inaccuracies, limited availability of robust assessment data as well as the fact that our students have 

not received any actual face to face teaching has very much made this decision for us. In addition, and 

as you will recall, for Year 10, the academy issued a spring term progress review right at the point of 

closure back in March.  

With the academy not publishing any further progress reviews for this academic year, the next academic 

progress review will be in the autumn term and will be linked to our entries relating to a content 

assessment week in mid-October, prior to the November mock examinations that will take place for our 

Year 11 cohort too. Both sets of assessments we are confident will provide us with robust, accurate 

and clear indicators as to where our students are from both an academic as well as an application 

perspective at those specific times, and how best each individual subject area can then support our 

Year 11 students as they progress onwards through the year.  

Content Assessments 

Students had been scheduled to complete Year 10 mock examinations at the start of June, however, 

this was not possible due to the impact of ensuring a safe learning environment for all of our students 

and the restriction of numbers that could attend the academy on a daily basis from 15 June 2020 and 

as per Mr Wakefield’s recent communications. Therefore, as an academy we are going to assign new 

entry points into the Year 11 academic calendar with the first being a content assessment week 

commencing Monday 19 October 2020 and across all subject areas. The content assessment will be 



an informal assessment held within the classrooms of each subject, that will give all staff clear indicators 

of the knowledge that has been acquired. However, and very importantly, these will also identify clear 

gaps in their learning and understanding in each subject area, whilst enabling staff to plan and create 

their mock examination papers based upon key topics that are identified as needing particular focus. 

They will also inform staff members planning for the necessary future content of their ongoing Year 11 

lessons too. 

The second content assessment will take place week commencing Monday 8 February 2021 and will 

follow the same format as the October assessments. Students will receive another percentage score 

whilst again, any subject content that needs a particular focus and is required for the students of each 

subject and class in the final third of Year 11 will be identified and the ensuing plans to tackle this 

devised and implemented. 

Mock Examinations for Year 11 

In addition to the informal content assessments, as stated, there will be a more formal and structured 

mock examination programme too. There will be two mock examination periods with one focusing on 

all subjects and the other primarily based on the core subjects of Maths, English and Science. 

The first mock examination period will be in November 2020 and will see all subject areas creating a 

mock examination paper based on the content covered in Year 10 and from the first 12 weeks of the 

autumn term of Year 11. These will be focused on highlighting key areas that should be within the 

students’ knowledge content covered by that point, thus enabling subject staff to capture a true 

reflection of where each student is at that time with regards to their progress and attainment. Prior to 

this mock examination period, there will be very clear guidance, preparation support and revision 

assistance for the year group aimed at providing them with the best possible chance of achieving a fair 

and indicative set of mock examination grades. 

The second mock examination period will be in March 2021, following the second round of content 

assessments and again, will only be in the core subjects of Maths, English and Science. These are 

aimed at providing all stakeholders will a clear indicator as to where each individual student is with 

regards their current grade in the core subjects at that particular point, as well as to identify any gaps 

that need to be closed in the final third of the GCSE window. 

This will mean that for Year 11, we will have multiple formal data benchmarks throughout the academic 

year running alongside other assessments, end of unit tests and examination practice questions that 

the year group would normally receive. As a result, we feel this will provide an ongoing accurate and 

comprehensive progress and attainment picture for each student throughout their individual Year 11 

journeys.  

Key Knowledge Organisers 

Prior to the completion of this academic year, every subject has put together a ‘Key Knowledge 

Organiser’ (KKO) for the students of Year 10. The KKOs will cover all subject topics that were delivered 

in Year 10 and will be presented in a revision format that will enable students to recap, recall and build 

upon their prior secured knowledge of each element of the curriculum within individual each subject.  

Faculty and Subject Leaders, along with a number of our subject staff, have worked extremely hard to 

plan for and bring together all units and topics relating to the Year 10 curriculum of their particular 

subjects. The KKOs will capture key concepts for each subject area and enable students to be provided 

with a first-stage preparation for both their content assessments and mock examinations. The KKOs 

will also ensure that all students have access to key information they need to effectively progress into 

Year 11 in an accessible and standardised format. The students will all also have access to guidance 

on how to use the KKOs effectively to plan and implement revision, as well as the closing of any gaps 

in terms of their current knowledge and understanding. 



Students can download all subjects they are currently entered for examinations in including the core 

subjects of Maths, English Language, English Literature, Science, RE in addition to their bespoke option 

choices. 

The KKOs will be accessible to download for each student via the academy website and will also be 

placed in the ‘Year 10 into 11 Transition’ section of the academy’s website. Each KKO has been labelled 

by subject name and will be accessible for all students from Friday 10 July 2020. Please find the link 

that will provide direct access to the KKOs from this date: 

https://www.plume.essex.sch.uk/transition-school 

Year 10 into 11 Transition School 

To further support the students of Year 10 effectively transition into Year 11, the academy is also going 

to offer a full summer transition week to every student within the year group. This will be an optional 

opportunity with all those who attend receiving face to face teaching from their subject specialist 

teaching staff with the provision being hosted at our Mill Road Campus.  

The allocation of lesson time for each subject has gone through a stringent process that has seen 

Faculty and Subject Leaders submit proposals to the academy’s Senior Leadership Team, who in turn, 

will create a timetable based on the proposals received as well as those stakeholders who opt to sign-

up. These proposals will enable our students to cover areas of each individual subject’s curriculum that 

was previously scheduled for delivery in Year 10 and that has been missed or not been possible to 

complete due to the ongoing COVID-19 related circumstances. 

Each student who is enrolled will be allocated either a ‘Week A’ or ‘Week B’ option and will be provided 

with a timetable that will be communicated and shared with all parents/carers who enroll their 

son/daughter during the week commencing Monday 13 July 2020. 

As mentioned, the opportunity being provided to the students will be led by teams of specialist subject 

staff, however, please note they may not be the staff that have previously taught your children in these 

individual areas.  

The academy day will run from 9am – 3pm but it is essential that students arrive for their first day of 

their transition week by 8.35am to enable staff to distribute timetables and brief them with regards 

the expectations and procedures for the week ahead. However, more details will follow in a 

communication that will be sent in a further letter those parents and carers whose children sign-up for 

the Transition School, in addition to an email that will be sent to the students who will be attending via 

their academy email addresses.  

As I know you will agree, it is important that all students are aware that they will be required to apply 

themselves fully to the Transition School if they were to attend, and in the same vein that they would 

do if it were a normal academy day. This is especially the case in terms of behaviour and work ethic. 

Academy uniform is not needed to be worn for the Transition School, however, appropriate and suitable 

attire will be expected nonetheless. 

Week A will commence on Monday 17 August 2020 and Week B on Monday 24 August. 

If you are interested in registering your son/daughter for the Transition School, can I please ask that 

you complete the following registering of attendance form and answer the questions within it as it will 

then enable us to plan accordingly: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RegistrationPlumeYear10TransitionalSchool2020 

All registrations of interest will need to be submitted by 3pm on Wednesday 8 July. This will then 

enable staff and student timetabling to take place and the further communication to all parents and 

carers of students who register to be constructed and sent out week commencing 13 July 2020. 

https://www.plume.essex.sch.uk/transition-school
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RegistrationPlumeYear10TransitionalSchool2020


I genuinely hope this letter has highlighted some of the detailed planning that we as an academy are 

taking to ensure that our Year 10 cohort are provided with additional support and guidance, as well as 

given every opportunity to be ready for whatever the expectations will be for them come the end of Year 

11 (what this will actually look like has yet to be confirmed by the Government as of yet). 

We have greatly appreciated your support over the past three months and continue to value your input 

with regards to the opportunities we offer our Year 10. Therefore, should you wish to discuss any aspect 

of this correspondence, do not hesitate to contact me via A.Stoneman@plume.essex.sch.uk as the 

input, thoughts and views of any parent or carer taking the time to do so will always be duly noted and 

responded to accordingly. 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
Mr A Stoneman 
Assistant Vice Principal – Fambridge Road Campus Lead 
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