
 

 

BME/JEV/GHA 

15 January 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Re: Year 11 - Post 16 Options  

Following my previous correspondence in October 2020, I wanted to remind you of the information, advice 

and guidance available to support your son/daughter with the important decision regarding their post-16 

pathways. In light of the current Lockdown situation and College/Sixth form deadlines approaching, I 

wanted to ensure that every student at our academy still has access to support and guidance, should they 

require it.  

With regards to Post-16 options and to reiterate, since 2013, ‘The Raising of the Participation Age Law’ 

has stated that young people must be in some form of education or training until they are 18. This can 

include; full-time study, apprenticeships, traineeships or, part-time study with employment or volunteering.  

At this stage we would hope that most students will have made an application to at least one of the 

following; Plume College, a further education college or another school sixth form. It is important to note, 

that due to the current situation, both apprenticeship and employment opportunities have significantly 

reduced. Whilst they are still available, this is a very competitive route. Therefore, we do encourage all 

students to consider a backup option of a sixth form or college course.  

If you require a more in-depth understanding on each option available to your son/daughter, in addition 

to the local providers that offer the above qualifications, please use the link below to access the ‘Post-16 

Options Information Booklet’; 

https://61555871-7064-4596-84aa-

36c019fe9196.filesusr.com/ugd/03a94d_1f80e8ce1444462aba5f0d984b3d50ee.pdf  

If you feel your son/daughter requires further support with this decision, I would like to remind you that 

every student in the academy has access to an independent and impartial careers advisor and can book 

an appointment directly by emailing Louise Brazier at deslb@plume.essex.sch.uk. Whilst the academy is 

closed, appointments will be taking place over the phone.  

I do hope you find this information useful and if you have any questions following my correspondence, 

please do not hesitate to contact me via b.meltzer@plume.essex.sch.uk.  

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Miss B Meltzer 
Leader of Careers Education, Information, 
Advice and Guidance (CEAIG) 
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