
Christian Practices 
Key concepts in this topic/unit of work: 
 

What are the different forms of worship?  
Liturgical worship 
A type of worship found in Catholic churches. Worship services usually have a set structure, use set prayers and 
readings. 
Some Christians see it as ‘old fashioned’ or ‘very traditional’ 
Some Christians prefer this type of worship as it makes them feel secure and they know what to expect even if 
they go to church they have never been to before. 
Non-Liturgical worship 
A more informal style of worship which is used in some non-conformist churches. It may follow a structure but 
the worship leader has free choice within that structure. It is more spontaneous and prayer is usually in the 
person’s words. 
Charismatic worship 
A form of informal worship. It is very free-flowing. The worshippers often speak in tongues – praise in words 
that is not understandable but which express their devotion to God. This is seen as a gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Singing is lively and has a much more relaxed feel to it. 
Private worship 
This is just as important as public worship. It can take place anywhere. It may be liturgical in structure and some 
may use rosary beads. Private worship allows individuals to spend time with God, alone. 
Why is worship important for Christians? 

 It brings people together as a community 

 It makes them feel closer to God 

 It is an expression of their faith 

 It is peaceful – allowing for prayer and meditation 

 

 

Keywords Definitions 

Agape Christian love 

Anglican A worldwide 

denomination that 

includes the Church of 

England 

Apostles Creed A statement of 

Christian belief from 

the Early Church 

Baptism A ceremony to 

welcome a person into 

the Christian religion 

Believers baptism A ceremony to 

welcome a young 

person or adult into 

the Christian religion 

using full immersion 

Catechism of the 

Catholic Church 

A summary of Roman 

Catholic teaching 

Confirmation An initiation ceremony 

carried out by a bishop 

bestowing the gift of 

the holy spirit 

Denomination The name for the 

different branches of 

the Christian Church 



Christian Practices 
Baptism 

 

 

Jesus was baptised in the Bible in the river Jordan by John Baptist. Baptism is a symbol 

of forgiveness of sins and new life. Christians follow Jesus’ example by getting baptised 

themselves. 

Infant baptism- Many Christian denominations practise infant baptism. Catholic and 

Anglican churches use a font, pouring water three times over the baby’s head. The 

water symbolises washing away original sin and spiritual rebirth. 

Believers’ baptism – Baptist and Pentecostal Churches practise believers baptism 

which is for teenagers and adults. They wear white clothes which is a sign of new life. 

Why believers’ baptism? - Some Christians believe that believers’ baptism is better 

because they are old enough to know what they are doing and be fully committed to 

the decision and it will mean more to them. They believe that the cleansing of sin 

makes more sense as an adult than a baby. 

Eucharist 

 

The service that is held to remember Jesus’ last supper where they eat bread and 

drink wine. The bread represents Jesus’ body and the wine represents Jesus’ blood. 

 

Nearly all Christian denominations celebrate it. 

 

It is known by many names (Mass, Holy Communion, Lords Supper) and the central 

features are the same: There’s a connection with the Lord’s Supper, giving thanks for 

the bread and wine, using Jesus' words from the Last Supper and sharing the holy 

bread and wine amongst the congregation.  

 

Roman Catholics believe that the bread and wine literally become the body and blood 

of Christ. 

Confirmation Classes that a Christian will take to strengthen/seal the gifts of the Holy Spirit and 

become an ‘adult’ member of the Church. 

Healing  Spiritual and physical healing which Christians do by laying their hands on someone. 

Ordination A service held for someone to become a priest. The bishop lays his hands on the 

priest. 

Marriage A Christian marriage is a very important sacrament between a married couple. Their 

everlasting love is symbolised by rings which are never ending. 

Reconciliation  Bringing two sides together again. 

 

Eucharist The Christian 

service/ceremony to 

recall the Last Supper, 

in which bread and 

wine re consecrated 

and consumed 

Holy Communion Another name for the 

Eucharist 

Infant baptism Ceremony to welcome 

a child into the 

Christian religion 

Liturgical worship A church service with a 

set structure of 

worship 

Lord’s Prayer The prayer Jesus taught 

his disciples to show 

them how to pray 

Mass Another name for the 

Eucharist 

Messiah The anointed one who 

is seen as the saviour 

by Christians 

Nicene Creed A statement of belief 

used in Christian 

services 

Non-liturgical 

worship 

Informal structure 

found in some Church 

services 



Christian Practices 
Christmas 

Christians celebrate Christmas on the 25th December. This is not when Jesus 
was actually born. They think he was probably born in Spring time. 
The reason why it is celebrated on 25th December is because of two possible 
reasons: 

 That date used to be a Pagan festival (Sol Invictus). Christians may have 

wanted to encourage the replacement of Paganism with Christianity 

 There was a tradition that Jesus’ conception and death occurred on 

the same date. Therefore Jesus would have been born 9 months later. 

The story of Jesus’ birth in Luke’s gospel 
According to Luke, Joseph and Mary had to leave Nazareth and go to Bethlehem where they had to register on the 
census that the Emperor had ordered everyone must do. Joseph was descended from King David so Bethlehem was his 
place of origin. 
When they arrived there was no room in the inn so they had to go to the animal’s stable. There Mary gave birth to Jesus. 
She swaddled him and laid him in the manger. They were visited by shepherds who had been told of the Messiah’s birth 
while tending to their flocks. 
Some Christians believe this story as it is, others think it is a story that developed later. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OLezoUvOEQ 

 
How do Christians celebrate Christmas? 

• Go to Church – either Christmas Eve at Midnight or Christmas Day morning 

• Read the story of his birth from the Bible 

• Special hymns, carols, are sung 

• Churches are decorated with flowers and Christmas trees 

• Often a nativity scene or crib in the church 

• Christingle service and candles 

• Exchanging present to symbolising the gifts that Jesus received 

Ordination The process by which 

someone becomes a 

priest 

Protestant A branch of the 

Christian Church that 

broke away from the 

Roman Catholic Church 

Quakers The society of Friends 

Christian group 

Roman Catholic The largest Christian 

group, based in Rome 

with the Pope as its 

leader 

Rosary A set of beads used to 

count prayers 

especially in the Roman 

Catholic Church 

Sacrament The outward and 

visible sign of an 

inward and spiritual 

grace 

Transubstantiation The change in the 

bread and wine to 

become the actual 

body and blood of 

Christ 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OLezoUvOEQ


Christian Practices 
Why is Christmas important? 

• Christians thank God for and celebrate the incarnation 

• It is a time for giving and receiving from loved ones – a symbol of love shared 

• A time to remember those living in difficult circumstances, like Jesus did – Christians may give to 

charities 

• It highlights Christmas and its meaning to non-Christians. 

How do Christians celebrate Easter?  
 
Palm Sunday 
This is the first Sunday of Holy week. It is called Palm Sunday to remember the 
palm branches the Jews put on the floor for Jesus to ride over on the donkey. It’s 
the same as putting a red carpet out for celebrities. 
Christians are given palm crosses at church to take home and keep until the start of Lent. On Ash Wednesday the old 
palm crosses are symbolically burned and the replaced. 
 
Maundy Thursday 
Christians go to church in the evening to celebrate the Last Supper. They remember with sadness the predictions that 
Jesus made about two of his closest friends – that Judas would betray him and Peter would deny him. 
The Queen, as the head of the church, gives out Maundy money (silver coins) to selected older people. This reminds 
people of the 30 pieces of silver that Judas got when he betrayed Jesus. 
 
Good Friday 
This is the most solemn day of the year for Christians. All colourful items are cleared from the church. The vicar will wear 
black robes. 
In many towns, groups of Christians will walk through the streets following someone carrying a heavy wooden cross just 
as Jesus did. Then they will put it up in the town square as a reminder to everyone of what the festival is about. 
In the Philippines, it is common to see someone nailed to the cross as part of the procession. They do not die though. 
Christians often eat fish on this day. 

 

Common Misconceptions: 
 

Pilgrimage 
A pilgrimage is a 
journey made for 
religious purposes, 
this could be alone or with other Christians. A 
believer makes a physical journey but it is also a 
spiritual journey towards God. 
Reasons why Christians go on pilgrimage: 

 It gives them an opportunity for spiritual 

growth 

 Visiting places associated with Jesus or the 

great holy men and women give 

inspiration and encouragement to lead 

lives that reflect the values of the Gospel 

 They might be going for a particular 

reason such as to get healed 

 They meet Christians from very different 

backgrounds and cultures. 

Reasons why some Christians do not think 
pilgrimage is important: 

 It costs a lot of money, the money 

could be put to better use 

 Spiritual development could be 

gained through church or prayer 

instead 

 Any spiritual high gained may be 

temporary 

 



Crime and Punishment 
Key concepts in this topic/unit of work: 
 
Different Types of Crimes 
Crimes against a person – Crimes that harm a person, for example, murder, rape, GBH and hate 
crimes 

 
Crimes against a property – Crimes that damage or deprive people of their property, for example, 
arson, burglary, trespassing 

 
Crimes against the state – crimes that would be against the whole country, for example terrorism, 
or selling state secrets 

 
Causes of Crimes 

 Upbringing 

 Mental Illness 

 Opposing an unjust law (a law that is unfair) 

 Poverty 

 Greed/Hate 

 Addiction 

Keywords  
 

Keywords Definitions 

Capital 

Punishment 

The death penalty, where someone dies for 

the crime they have committed.  

Deterrence An aim of punishment where the punishment 

puts someone off committing the crime. 

Reformation An aim of punishment where it helps the 

person see how and why they should behave 

better in the future.  

Protection An aim of punishment where it aims to keep 

people safe. 

Retribution An aim of punishment aimed at getting a 

person back for what they have done. It is the 

idea if you do something to someone, you 

should have that done back to you. 

Corporal 

Punishment  

Physically hurting the criminal as a 

punishment. 

Hate Crime A crime committed because of prejudice E.g. 

Beating someone up because you think they 

are gay  

Community 

Service 

A punishment where a criminal has to do a 

set number of hours’ work in the community 

as their punishment. 

Conscience A sense of right and wrong, usually the guilty 

voice inside your head when you do 

something wrong.  

Justice  Making things fair again E.g. Ensuring 

someone gets punished for the crime they 

have committed. 

 
 



Crime and Punishment 
What are the aims of punishment?   

 reformation - punishment should  change (reform) the criminal’s behaviour 
 retribution - punishment should get revenge on the criminal (e.g death penalty – eye for any 

eye)  
 deterrence - punishment should put people off committing crime  
 protection - punishment should protect society from the criminal and the criminal from 

themselves  

The Death Penalty 
What is the death penalty? 
The death penalty (capital punishment) where you are killed for 
committing a crime. This is usually reserved for the most extreme 
crimes, for example murder.  
Reasons FOR and AGAINST 

FOR AGAINST 

It is a deterrent, it puts people off committing 

crime. 

Innocent people could be executed, if the legal 

system failed. 

‘An eye for an eye, life for a life’ means that 

murderers should pay with their life. 

All life is sacred and murderers should be given 

the chance to reform. (Sanctity of life) 

Helping those who suffer because of Crime 
Both Christians and non-Christians can help people who suffer because of crime.   

 
 
 
 

Common Misconceptions: 
 

Good and Evil 
Where does evil come from?   

 Evil is seen as the abuse of the free will given by 

God to Humans 

 Evil is temptation from the Devil 

 
How do we deal with Evil? 
Christians believe that we should ‘love the sinner, hate 
the sin’ which means that we should love the person 
but not the evil they have done. The person themselves 
is not a bad human being.  However, Christians do 
believe that punishment is necessary to make that 
person change their actions.  Depending on the country 
this can be IMPRISONMENT, CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 
(PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT) OR CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
 
 

Bible Teachings 
You MUST know your Bible teachings.   
BIBLE QUOTES IN SUPPORT OF PUNISHMENT 

life for life, eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth. 
 
BIBLE QUOTES IN SUPPORT OF FORGIVENESS  

 ‘Love thy neighbour ’ 
 
Forgive ‘not seven times but seventy times 
seven’  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zvs3d2p/revision#glossary-z878xnb


Crime and Punishment 
 
Forgiveness of Criminals 
The Christian teaching ‘LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR’ suggests that we should love and forgive others. 
Watch this video of Gee Walker who forgave the killers of her son Anthony:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgQyBLWFDBI 
 
 
When its hard to forgive? 
Sally Dowler: 
In 2002 Milly Dowler was abducted and murdered by Levi Bellfield, a man who 
would eventually be found to be a serial killer. After a difficult trial, he was found guilty in 2011.  
After the trial, she stated 
“I hope whilst he is in prison he is treated with the same brutality he dealt out to his victims and 
that his life is a living hell” 
The Old Testament Bible verse ‘An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth’ suggests getting revenge 
rather than forgiving. 
 
Treatment of Criminals 
Different methods are used to punish criminals for their offences. Each punishment is associated 
with different aims.  Deterrence – to deter the criminal from offending again,  protection – to 
protect others from the criminals, reformation – to improve the person’s character, vindication – 
make sure the law is respected. 

 

Punishment Purpose of the punishment (aim) 

Prison deterrence/protection/reformation 

Fines retribution 

Community service reformation/retribution 

Capital punishment protection/deterrence 
 

Examples of Christians who teach 
forgiveness 
Martin Luther King is a Christian Baptist Minister who 
only used non-violence to stand up for his beliefs.  He 
was assassinated for his beliefs aged 39. 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgQyBLWFDBI


Relationships and Families 
Key concepts in this topic/unit of work: 
 

Families  
 
Nuclear family - Mother, father and child  
Extended family - aunts, uncles and grandparents 
etc. 
Re-constituted family - step-families 
Single parent family – Parent with a child/children 
 

Purpose of families – to love and 
support one another and to procreate 
(have children) 

Parents Responsibilities Children’s Responsibilities 

To show commitment to each other. To respect and obey their parents 

To provide a safe and happy 
environment 

To learn 

To protect and care for the children To show love to the family 

 
Bringing your children up within a faith: 

 Christianity teaches that our 

purpose is to ‘be fruitful and 

increase in number’ (Genesis 1:28)  

 it is through children that a religion 

is able to continue. 

 Christians should teach their 

children the rules and teachings of Christianity e.g how to worship, 

pray etc. 

  They may have a christening or baptism.  

 

Keywords  
 

Age of 

Consent- When 

you are old 

enough by law to 

have sex. 

Celibacy- You have no 

sexual partner, and don’t 

have sex until you are 

married 

Heterosexuality- 
When you are physically 

attracted to the 

opposite sex. 

Sex before 

marriage- 
Having sex before 

you are married 

Homosexuality- When 

you are physically 

attracted to someone of 

the same sex. 

Adultery- Having an 

affair.  

 

Common Misconceptions: 
 
Gender Equality 
Prejudice is judging someone before you know them based on what they look 
like or another characteristic. 
Why are people prejudiced? 

 The way they are brought up 

 Tradition – in some societies, women are seen as less important and 

don’t hold positions of power 

 An experience they have had  

Gender prejudice – the idea that men and women are not equal 
Gender discrimination – acting on prejudices against someone because of 
their gender 
Gender equality – the idea that men and women are of equal worth 
Ways in which women are discriminated against today 

 Most businesses are still run by men 

 Most MPs are men 



Relationships and Families 
Why is it not good to bring them up in faith?: 

- Could be seen as forcing the 

religion on a child and not allowing 

them a choice.  

 

However they have to stay that 

religion when they’re older. Some 

may even convert from one faith 

to another.  

 

Parents believe that the greatest act of love would be to teach 

them about God and the faith.  

Civil marriage registration is about being married but not through a religious 
ceremony 
Civil partnership is the legal registration of a same-sex couple (homosexual 
couple) 
 

Cohabitation 
Cohabitation is living together. They do not have a marriage license and legally 
they do not have the same rights as a married couple (for example, to each 
other’s pension). 
Reasons for cohabitating: 

 You can see if you go well together as a couple. 

 Marriage is just a piece of paper.  

 
 
 
 
 

How does gender prejudice affect women? 
 Some women might not be able to get a promotion at work. 

 In some cultures, women are not allowed 

to leave the house  

 They may not be able to make decisions or have 

leadership roles 

Religious teachings about gender equality 
Christianity 

 Some of the earliest converts 

and leaders of churches were 

women 

 Bible quote – ‘There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, slave 

not free, male nor female for 

you are all one in Christ Jesus 

 The Catholic Church do not 

allow women to be priests 

Reasons for not having women priests: 
- All of Jesus’ disciples were men 

- Jesus himself was a man 

- In the Bible, Timothy said women should remain silent in church 

Anglican Churches do let women be vicars (since 1992) 
Reasons for having women priests: 
- Jesus had a lot of time for women. The first person to 

see Jesus after he came back alive was a woman 

- God created everyone in his own image which suggests 

we are all equal 

 
 



Relationships and Families 
 

Marriage 
Why do people marry? 
 
 

 
 
Who to marry? 
Key views: 

1. Someone from the same faith- This is to honour 

their family and religion. 

2. Arranged marriage- This is where your parents 

choose a partner for you and you then meet to 

decide whether you like them or not 

3. For Muslims, Sikhs and Jews it is traditional to marry 

someone of the same religion.  

4. Marrying someone of a different faith may cause 

problems.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Roles in Marriage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Divorce 
Divorce is when a marriage is legally ended. In the UK, more than one in 
three first marriages ends in divorce. 
 
Reasons for divorce: 

1. Adultery – when someone sleeps with someone other than their 

marriage partner 

2. Inability to have children 

3. Abusive relationship 

 
Support for married couples 

 It may be that other members of the family look after children to 

give the married couple time together to sort through difficulties.  

They might use a marriage counsellor (for example www.relate.org.uk) 
 

Love 

Money  

Family expectations  

For companionship 
In marriage a couple promise each 

other the following things: 

 To love and cherish each 

other 

 To support one another 

 To be faithful 

Roles might include:  

 Who looks after the house 

 Who provides money for the family 

 Who leads the upbringing of the children 

Traditionally men would go out to 

work and the women stayed at 

home to look after the family. 

In modern society it is more 

common that the roles are shared 

between men and women.  

Religions have no rules about the 

roles. However, they often follow 

traditional roles. 

http://www.relate.org.uk/


Relationships and Families 
Christian attitudes to divorce 

Roman Catholics – Divorce is 
always wrong 

Other Christians accept it as a 
last resort 

Marriage is a sacrament which 
cannot be broken 

It can sometimes be the lesser of 
two evils 

You’ve made a promise before God, 
‘until death do us part’ and you 
mustn’t break this promise.  

It can sometimes be safer and 
better for children involved. 

Jesus said ‘Whoever divorces…then 
marries another; it is as if he 
committed adultery’ 

Jesus said ‘We should forgive those 
who wrong us, and show love to 
all’ Showing love could be in the 
form of allowing a divorce.  

 
 

Contraception 
Contraception is the intentional prevention of pregnancy and there are 
many different kinds available.  

Artificial methods = contraceptive devices that are made, such as 
a condom or the contraceptive pill. 
Natural methods = behaviours that limit the 

chance of pregnancy without using any additional devices, 
such as the rhythm method (which is when you monitor a 
women’s monthly cycle and only have sex at the least fertile point) 
Permanent methods = an operation that prevents the production of egg or 
sperm permanently, such as a vasectomy.  
 
Religious views: 

Roman Catholics (Christians) Other Christians 
Contraception is wrong because it is 
unnatural and it interferes with 
God’s plan 

Allow all forms of contraception, so 
long as the sperm and egg haven’t 
met. 
 

Do allow natural methods of birth 
control such as the rhythm method 
and abstinence (not having sex) 

Sex is good for married couples as 
it brings them closer together and it 
is like the glue for the marriage. It 
isn’t just for procreation. 
 

Muslim Views 
The use of contraception is not banned by Muslims and their families are 
large by choice.  
 

If the life of the woman would be put at risk if she were to become 
pregnant, then contraception should be used.  
 

 

 



Religion, Peace and Conflict 
Key concepts in this topic/unit of work: 
 
The Just war theory 
St Thomas Aquinas came up with the Just war theory. Christians use it today 
to justify war. If a war follows all the criteria below then it is a Just (fair) war. 

 It must have a  just cause 

 It must be started by a proper authority (e.g leader of a country or the 

UN) 

 It must be fought with the right intention (e.g to get rid of evil) 

 It must be a last resort 

 It must have a reasonable chance of success 

 It must have controlled violence (e.g avoid killing civilians)  

 Force used must be proportional (e.g don’t nuke a small country) 

Working for Peace 
Some religious people try to work for peace in war. One example of someone 
is Irena Sendler. Watch the clip below to learn more about her: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opc0yAhbVNk 
Bible Quote to support this: 
“Treat others as you would like them to treat you.” 
Helping victims of war 
Organisations like the Red Cross help victims of war.  
The Red Cross was started by Henry Dunant who in 1859 saw thousands of 
wounded soldiers on the battlefield just left to die. He was shocked at the lack 
of medical care and he wanted to change that. 
Watch the clips below to find out more about their work: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReE835-d8vk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9I85ghZiy5o 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4RNBQaCzCTA 
Take a look on the British Red Cross website to find out what they are doing at 
the moment: http://www.redcross.org.uk/ 
 

Keywords  
 
Pacifism: - the belief that all violence and war are wrong 
Sanctity of life: The belief that all life is sacred and holy because it is given by God. 

Conscientious objector: The name given to people who refuse to take part in war 
because it goes against their conscience to fight 

Quakers: A Christian denomination (group) who are pacifist 

 
 

Common Misconceptions: 
 

Christian attitudes to war and peace 
 Jesus taught peace so many Christians are pacifists 

 However some Christians accept that there are circumstances 

when it is necessary to fight in a just war 

 “Those who live by the sword die by the sword.” – Matthew 

26:32 

 “Blessed are the peacemakers” – Jesus 

 “Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.” 

 “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opc0yAhbVNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReE835-d8vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReE835-d8vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9I85ghZiy5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4RNBQaCzCTA
http://www.redcross.org.uk/


Religion, Peace and Conflict 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
Forgiveness means to forgive someone for what they have done against you. 
Reconciliation means to bring two sides together again after a conflict. 
Two examples of people who have forgiven others for their actions in war: 
Corrie Ten Boom 
She was a Dutch girl who helped save Jewish people in WW2. She and her 
family were caught. Her father and sister were both killed by the Nazis. 
Later when giving talks about the Holocaust, she met the SS guard who had 
guarded them in the concentration camp. He held out his hand to shake hers 
but she couldn’t shake his hand as all the memories of the camp flooded back. 
She had preached many times that we should forgive those who hurt us. She 
prayed to God to help her forgive this man. After saying many prayers she was 
able to shake his hand back. When their hands touched it felt like a current 
was running from her hand to his and she felt love for this man. She believed 
that the ability to love and forgive came from God 
Eric Lomax 
He was a British soldier who was tortured by the Japanese whilst a prisoner 
during WW2. During the war, he was forced to build the Burma railway, also 
known as the death railway. He was repeatedly tortured, multiple bones were 
broken and water was poured into his mouth and nose. At the end of the war 
he would have happily killed one of his constant torturers Mr Nagase.  
After the war, Eric searched for Mr Nagase. When they finally met, Eric took 
his hand and said in Japanese “Good morning Mr Nagase, how are you?” Mr 
Nagase was trembling and crying and said over and over again “I am so sorry, 
so very sorry.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Violent Protest 
Integration vs Segregation 

• Malcolm X and Martin Luther King had two very different ways of 

solving black discrimination in America. 

• Martin Luther King believed in using non-violence and followed Jesus’ 

example. He wanted blacks to be integrated into society. 

• Malcolm X believe in using violence to help black people become 

more superior. He didn’t want them to be integrated into society. 

• The Quakers (also called the Society of Friends) are a Christian 

denomination that are committed to pacifism. 

• Quakers do not believe that violence is an effective way of combating 

evil.  They believe that God is a God of everyone and that more can 

be achieved by appealing to a person’s capacity for love and 

goodness, than by using punishment or retaliation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Religion, Peace and Conflict 
Nuclear Weapons 
A nuclear weapon is a weapon of mass destruction 
Types of nuclear weapons 

 Nuclear weapons – also known as atomic bombs; they cause 

immediate destruction of all life and structures within their range. The 

radioactive ‘fallout’ has long-term effects. 

 Biological warfare – also known as germ warfare, uses living disease – 

causing bacterium or viruses such as anthrax, to bring about the death 

or serious illness in people 

 Chemical warfare – uses non-living toxins such as nerve agents and 

mustard gas, to cause death, incapacity or illness in people 

 Radiological weapons – also known as ‘dirty bombs’ are weapons that 

use conventional explosives to create bombs that can disperse 

radioactive material. As well as killing people, they make the impact 

area useless because of contamination. 

Religious views on nuclear weapons 
 No religion agrees with their use 

 They are too extreme and uncontrollable 

 They do not fit in with the just war theory or the idea of a holy war 

 Religious people believe in the sanctity of life and the effects of 

nuclear weapons goes against this. 

Reasons for nuclear weapons Reasons against nuclear weapons 

Christians such as Catholics do not 
agree with using them but think 
they are acceptable as a deterrent 
(to put other countries off 
attacking them) 

Christians such as Quakers are 
completely against nuclear 
weapons because innocent people 
are killed and they are beyond 
control.  They are pacifists. 

 
 

Terrorism 
Terrorism: 

• The unlawful use of extreme violence, usually against innocent 

civilians, to achieve a political goal. 

• The object is to achieve maximum publicity and terrify the public 

• Terrorists who are motivated by religion believe God will reward 

them for doing what they see as his will. 

Examples of terrorist attacks 

 When it 
happened? 

What happened? Why it happened? 

9/11 September 
11th, 2001 

al-Qaeda hijacked four 
airliners. Two of the 
planes were flown into 
the towers of the 
World Trade Center in 
New York City, a third 

plane hit the Pentagon 

just outside 

Washington, D.C., and 

the fourth plane 

crashed in a field in 

Pennsylvania. 9/11 

was the biggest 

terrorist attack the 

world has ever seen. 
 

The attackers were Islamic 
terrorists from Saudi 
Arabia and several other 
Arab nations. Reportedly 
financed by Saudi fugitive 
Osama bin Laden’s al-
Qaeda terrorist 
organization, they were 
allegedly acting in 
retaliation for America’s 
support of Israel, its 
involvement in the Persian 
Gulf War and its continued 
military presence in the 
Middle East. 
 

Nice 
Attack 

14th July, 
2016 

A truck smashed into a 
crowd in the French 
resort of Nice, killing at 
least 84 people in what 

Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant (Isil) claimed 
responsibility Saturday for 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/weapon
http://www.history.com/topics/persian-gulf-war
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Religion, Peace and Conflict 
Holy war 
A war fought for a religious cause or on behalf of God. 
They must: 

1. Have a religious aim – defending their faith, spreading their faith or 

protecting their followers. 

2. Be authorised by God or a religious leader 

 
 

President Francois 
Hollande on Friday 
called a "terrorist" 
attack on revelers 
enjoying a Bastille Day 
fireworks display. 

200 people were injured 
with 49 in a critical 
condition and 18 in 
intensive care. 

 

the attack by Mohamed 
Lahouaiej Bouhlel. 

However the 31 year old 
attacker may have been “a 
suicide case who decided to 
make his suicide look like an 
Islamist attack. 
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