
 
 

 
            Mr C A Wakefield  

CWA/KRE/MBE 
 
20 April 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update  
 
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate my sincere thanks and appreciation for your 

ongoing efforts and support with the home learning of your child(ren). Also, in addition to my own 

communications and interactions with a significant number of you over the past five weeks, many of my 

colleagues have also stated how supported they too have felt by you, the academy’s families. However, 

this is whilst at all times, also maintaining due respect and genuine consideration that for many of you, 

being at home with your child(ren) and supporting their continued learning, alongside your own work 

considerations and other demands on your time, is proving challenging in what are both ongoing 

unprecedented and extremely worrying times.  Nevertheless, and to reiterate, what you are doing is 

continuing to make a positive difference and continues to be greatly appreciated by my colleagues and I. 

 

You will be aware that last week the Government confirmed that the lockdown will continue for at least 

another three weeks.   However, alongside this news is constant and increasing speculation about when 

and how schools across the country will be re-opened. Therefore, I want to confirm that at this time, 

these messages are pure speculation as neither the academy nor the Local Authority has received any 

information whatsoever about what plans the Government is considering once the lockdown is eased or 

even when that might be. In fact, and again, as you will undoubtedly have heard or read yourselves, only 

yesterday did the Secretary of State for Education himself state the following: 

 

‘No decision has been made on a timetable for re-opening schools. Schools remain closed until further 

notice, except for children of critical workers and the most vulnerable children. Schools will only re-open 

when the scientific advice indicates it is the right time to do so.’ 

 

He also stated on live television that there were no current plans or indeed had there been any 

discussions about schools being open for or at any point during the six week summer holiday period. 

 

Re-opening schools will be extremely complex, even if this is in relation to a partial re-opening.   The 

overriding priority, of course, will be to ensure that it is safe for all children, staff and families when they 

eventually do return.   At present, for those few families who are accessing school provision, you will 

know that social distancing is being practiced alongside good hand hygiene, and whilst some learning is 

being supported, it is far from the reality of normal school life.   For schools to re-open, explicitly clear 

and robust guidance on social distancing will be required as well as ensuring that enough staff are in a 

position to actually return to enable us to safely and adequately function. At present, for many of our 

staff, as it will be for many of you of course too, their personal circumstances dictate that they are 

required to ‘shield’ or live with family members who are shielding, which may mean that they need to 

socially isolate themselves and not return to work.    

 

Nevertheless, once decisions at Government level have been made and clearly articulated to school 

leaders, my senior team and I will discuss at length as to what we as an academy will need to do in 

terms of not only re-opening in the capacity we are able to, but also what the actual plan of action for our 



students ensuing learning journey will be. For many of you, concerns about learning missed and needing 

to be caught up on will be at the forefront of your minds and I can assure you that this will very much 

feed into our devised plans once we have that definitive input from the Government about re-opening  

 

In addition to the ongoing work being set and sent out via email and Show My Homework by my 

colleagues, as well as the numerous associated communications that continue to occur on a daily basis 

between staff, students and yourselves, yesterday, the Government launched a series of further 

measures for families to assist with remote education, wellbeing and general support. The guidance can 

be found here alongside a whole list of on-line resources for you to use.  If your child(ren) has an SEND 

need, support can also be found in these resources: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-

19?utm_source=cab989cd-0d5a-4ac7-9145-6445159c785f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=immediate 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 

 

I am also resending a link sent to you earlier this month and after it was published which also contains a 

number of other DfE approved online resources: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources 

 

In addition, from today, the BBC are launching bitesize daily lessons, details of which can be found via:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons. 

 

I will conclude by reiterating the point that both these resources as well as the ongoing work being set by 

my colleagues is there for you as our parents and carers, as well as your children of course, to use in a 

manner you deem best works for your individual predicament. Households will, we know, operate and 

function in a whole host of differing ways so to try to bring about one common approach and stringent 

framework may work for some but prove counterproductive for others. Therefore, from my perspective, 

there remains no expectation that your child(ren)’s education should continue as it would if they were 

attending school daily.   All schools, the Local Authority and the Government themselves fully 

understand that during this unprecedented time, normal education across the country has been 

suspended.  Therefore, any daily support, both in terms of academic learning and physical and 

emotional wellbeing you can provide in conjunction with our own remote efforts is only to be both 

respectfully acknowledged as well as very much appreciated.  

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr C A Wakefield 
Principal 
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