
On Monday 15 November, we were most fortunate to have 
Mr Robin Walker MP and Minister of State for School Stan-
dards, visit our Mill Road Campus. Mr Walker, as you’ll see 
from the accompanying pictures, was met at the gate by 
myself, our Chair of Trustees, Mr Paul Nagle, and our local 
MP, Mr John Whittingdale OBE. Furthermore, four of our 
recently democratically elected Student Voice Representa-
tives formally welcomed the Minister and our esteemed 
guests alongside their Head of Campus, Ms Everett. As ex-

pected, the four of 
them were abso-
lutely brilliant and 
set the tone for the 
rest of the visit. 
During the Minis-
ter’s morning visit, 
we dropped into 
classrooms cover-

ing every single one of the 16 subjects we cover across 
our Years’ 7 and 8 curriculum and whilst doing so, re-
ceived further extremely warm welcomes upon entering 
each area. The touring party and I were also most fortu-
nate to see two-thirds of our 600+ students in action and 
in their typical teaching and learning environments.  
The Minister also had our Accelerated Reader, Drop Every-
thing and Read and other additional learning programmes 
explained to him, whilst having the role of our LAIC and 
numerous displays pointed out and clarified during his 
extensive tour.  
To conclude, it was a hugely successful visit and one 
where the students and staff of Plume Academy, and in 
particular, our Mill Road Campus stakeholders, where able 
to highlight in great and explicit detail just how well they 
work alongside each other on a daily basis.  
 
Mr Wakefield – Executive Principal 

Week Ending 26/11/2021 



Our academy paid its respects for the many sacrifices made on our behalf by our armed forces and associated support 
organisations, across two world wars and the conflicts that followed, with a moving tribute lead by our Head of College Mr 
Saunderson 
 

Mr Saunderson Head of College alongside Mr Wakefield Executive Principal and accompanied by the Head Girl and Head Boy, led a 
fitting and moving tribute that included student representatives covering the armed forces and other organisations to mark 
Remembrance Day. 
 

Here are some of the images captured on the day.  I recommend looking at our website for the video and assembly that was 
delivered by Mr Saunderson and Mr Springett. 

Special offer this Christmas Free Music instrumental taster sessions and free Instrument hire. 
Thinking about what to buy your child for Christmas?  Then why not give them a term of instrumental 
lessons?   We are offering free instrumental taster session, so your child can try out an instrument before 
they sign up for lessons or maybe your child knows what they want to learn, but do not have an  
instrument to learn on, no problem we can lend an instrument free for a term. 
Learning to play an instrument is beneficial in so many ways and helps to develop a whole host of 
different skills from problem solving, perseverance, resilience, team working to having great fun. 
If you would like a taster session, borrow a instrument or to buy the gift of music this Christmas then 
please contact me p.adams@plume.essex.sch.uk for more information. 

Remembrance Day 2021 at Plume 



Our current total from  
Friday's non uniform 
day for Children in  

Need is - £1084.56  
Thank you  



Ms Ollett was one of two teachers to be mentioned this week by Mr Will Quince MP 
and Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families, in a recent 
online broadcast for receiving this very prestigious national award by the Director 
of the Anti- Bullying Alliance, Martha Evans. This national recognition for this 
important work confirms a commitment, as an academy, to tackling head on and 
without compromise this vital issue. Our students across on both campuses have 
been fully involved in this national annual campaign 
supporting the theme One Kind Word.  
Mr Wakefield alongside Mrs Freeman proudly presented Ms 
Ollett with the award and praised her for the fantastic and 
unstinting work in tackling this issue. Plume Academy as a 
result can demonstrate, as confirmed independently by the 
Anti Bullying Alliance; that there is no room or tolerance given 
in ensuring that our students have a safe space to study and 
enjoy the wider provision in our academy community and 
Plume family  
Congratulations on behalf of staff and students upon receiving 
this prestigious and highly deserved award. There is more 
good news for staff and students to celebrate shortly.  
 

Mr Barton  

Being streamed on  
14 December  

7.00pm 

Plume Academy Christmas 
Concert 14 December 

7.00pm 
Streamed Via Academy 

Website to be premiered 
on 14 December 7.00pm. 

Watch a whole host of 
Christmas pieces 

performed by students 
from all Year Groups, 

highlights include 
Year 9 Students 
performing on a 

Ukulele and Year 7 
and 8 performances 

on the Boom 
Whackers.   

The students leadership 
team will set the scene 
with our regular festive 

readings. 

Ms Ollett wins Anti-Bullying National Award 
Anti-Bullying week—15-19 November 2021 — One 

Kind Word! 



British Artistic Roller-Skating 
Championships Podium  
Finish for Year 10 Student  
Benjamin Frost 
Plume Academy are extremely proud of year 10 
student, Benjamin Frost, who took part successfully 
against some very experienced competitors in the 
recent British Artistic Roller-Skating Championships 
2021 . He finished on the podium in 3rd position.  A 
superb achievement and a fantastic reward for the 
hours of training and preparation to reach such an elite 
level. Benjamin is a keen and ambitious artistic roller 
skater and as such has not set any limits for the next 

steps that he hopes to take. 



There is a simple way to diagnose most cardiac abnormalities. 
This is by having an ECG (electrocardiogram) test. Results should 
be read by a cardiologist. For extra clarity an Echocardiogram can 
be done. If there has been a young (under 35) sudden death in 
the family, the family is entitled to be screened on the NHS. 
All of CRY’s public events are free to attend. 
The screening department can be contacted via: 0203 691 0000 
or search ‘Cardiac Risk in the Young’ to visit their website and 
book a screening. 
Noticing an issue early can prevent the death of a student or 
young person, ensuring that our hearts are healthy can reduce 
this risk.   
Thank you, Mrs Bird 

Plume Academy Celebrates 50 Years  
as a Comprehensive. 
 
 

Plume Academy celebrated 50 years since converting from being a grammar school to embrace 
secondary comprehensive education.  Former students, staff, along with local MP for Maldon, John 
Whittingdale OBE and the Mayor of Maldon David Ogg 
and his wife Sharon Ogg were the guests of honour for 
an evening that saw Mr Wakefield Executive Principal 
host a fascinating look at the last 50 years of the 
Plume. With welcomed input and light-hearted 
reflections from the audience as they described and 
shared their student and staff experience from different 
and complimentary viewpoints, past and present. 
Current Year 8 academy student Elliot Rose confidently 
co-hosted with Mr Wakefield, what was a highly 
successful and engaging evening. Plume Academy now 
has a dedicated heritage and archive room that houses 
various memorabilia, photographs, written records, 
cups, shields, and other interesting artefacts, which can be viewed by appointment. Former students 
and staff are welcome to tour the school by booking a time and day in advance with Mr Barton, who is 
the Whole Academy Lead for Marketing, Media Communications and Community Engagement, either 
via email or by telephone. Details can be found on the Plume Academy website.  



Tom Aldis Competes at the Highest National 
Level in the British Taekwondo Championship 2021 
Year 10 student Tom Aldis who in the last month or so has just turned 15 years old, competed recently in the British Taek-
wondo Championships 2021. He finished in 4th position (in a new category) out of an incredible 60 competitors, many of 
whom were up to 18 years of age. It is an extraordinary achievement and a fantastic reward for the huge number of hours of 
dedication it takes to reach this level in such a tough and demanding sport. Plume Academy is very proud of what Tom has 
achieved and wish him  continued success for the future.  

 
 
 

Congratulations to Paddy  O’Brien, 
Year 10, who attends an after-
school club called ‘Little Stars’, 
which is drama, acting and singing 
classes. He recently took his 
Grade 3 LAMDA Acting exam, and 
passed with a distinction.   
Well done Paddy, we are all very 
proud of you.  

Year 11 – What are your post 16 plans? 
Applying to College - make sure you get your applications in before the deadline,  
28 January 2022.   Access the prospectus, open evening presentation, subject taster 
videos and apply online via Admission +, all available on the Academy website. 
We are happy to answer any questions you may have regarding post-16 provision at 
the academy. 
 

Contact:  Mrs Demes or Mr Saunderson on 01621 879830 or 
email 6thform@plume.essex.sch.uk 

Plume Academy Helps to  
Support People in Need of Food 
On Tuesday morning, our local Tesco 
Community Champion and long-standing 
member of the Plume Family, Mrs Rhian 
Oakley, visited the academy to check on 
how our Christmas food donation project is 
progressing.  Mrs Oakley was pleased, as 
across both campuses it is going 
exceptionally well, however, please do keep 
your donations coming in until the end of 
term, which in turn will see us assist those 
in our community who are very much in 
need at present. 
 

Mr Wakefield’ 



Plume Academy SEND FACULTY: 
 

Updates and Information 

@Plume_SEND  
 

Follow us on Twitter  

UK Disability History Month 2021 
 

18th November – 18th December 

ANSWERS (Right to Left): Tanni Grey‐Thompson, Rosa Billinghurst, Dave Roberts, Thomas Edison, Maya Angelou, Franklin Roosevelt,  
                                               Sarah Storey, Harriet Tubman, Ludwig Beethoven 
 

How far have we come? 
 

UK Disability History Month is an annual event creating an opportunity to focus on disabled people’s fight for equality and human rights.  
There are 13.9 million disabled people in the UK, meaning that disabled people make up 22% of the UK population. 
 
Historically, people with disabilities have been discriminated against across the world, with the first Act recognising the rights of disabled 
people coming into force in 1970. In the 1990s we saw the rise of organisations protecting the rights of disabled people, and legislation 
preventing discrimination. In the 2000s, many cases were brought to court advocating for equal rights and opportunities. Although we have 
come a long way in terms of Inclusion, there is still work to be done.  
 
This month, we are challenging students across Plume Academy to learn about our academy community’s differences, and start the 
conversation. This involves considering different types of disability, and how to make our school and community environments even more 
accessible for all. We would love to hear your thoughts at: @Plume_SEND 
 
Take a look at some of the famous faces below who have thrived and been diagnosed with a disability – either hidden or visible.. How many 
can you name?  
 



Our year 11 Animal Care students spent the afternoon surrounded 
by these prehistoric tortoises at Writtle University.  Once let out of 
their enclosures, they proved to be a lot faster than they looked, giv-
ing our group the run around. While the girls were running around, 
Shay Revell was busy trying his hand at snake charming, and Daisy 
Pennick was tidying up after everyone..... 

Well Done year 11 from all in Flexible Learning  

Its coming up to the time of year where we all 
indulge in hard earned sweet treats. 
Rather than recycle or bin the containers  in 
the New Year, please can we have (clean & 
empty) biscuit tins or sweet/chocolate plastic 
containers. Please could students bring them 
to Food Technology rooms at FRC or MRC.    
Thank you 
Miss B Thorn  

Communicating with the Academy 
For all subject specific matters, please liaise directly with the individual class teacher in the first instance. The next level 
of dialogue would be with the individual Subject or Faculty Leader. 

For all non-subject and pastoral related matters, please liaise directly with your child’s Assistant Head of Year in the first 
instance.  
The next level of dialogue would be with your child’s Head of Year and after that, your child’s Head of Campus.The main 
channels of communication to use are:   
Telephone: 
Mill Road Campus for Year 7 and Year 8: 01621 879803 
Fambridge Road Campus for Years’ 9-13: 01621 854681 
 

Email: 
Email with staff whose contacts can be found via our website and through >Parents>Staff Contacts. Email 
correspondence can be constructed in the following format:  The member of staff’s first initial followed by a dot, the 
member of staff’s surname, then add @plume.essex.sch.uk for every member of staff. For example, 
B.Smith@plume.essex.sch.uk  



   

Calendar October/November 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

29 30 1 
 

2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 
 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 
End of Autumn Term 

18 19 

29 
Christmas Holiday 

21 
Christmas Holiday 
 
 

22 
Christmas Holiday 

23 
Christmas Holiday 

24 
Christmas Holiday 

25 26 

 

 

TERM DATES  
2021/2022 

 

Autumn Term 
Wednesday 1 September 2021  

- Friday 17 December 2021   
  

Spring Term 
Tuesday 4 January 2022 

(Students return Wednesday 5 January) 
- Friday 1 April 2022 

Half Term 
Monday 14 February - Friday 18 February  

 

Summer Term  
Tuesday 19 April 2022 - Friday 22 July 2022 

Half Term 
Tuesday 31 May - Friday 3 June  

 

Bank Holidays 
Monday 2 May 2022 

Monday 30 May 2022 
 

Staff Training Day 
Tuesday 4 January 2022 

Friday 1 April 2022 
Friday 24 June 2022 

 

The  Rotary Club of Maldon wish to invite potential new members to a meeting to be held Tuesday November 30, 2021,  
at the Plume Academy for 7.30pm. All are welcome and generous refreshments are available. 

Please could they contact johnrwill18@gmail.com for further details.  


