
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AST/GHA 
 
08 January 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Year 11 
 
Re: Year 11 Virtual Learning 
 
The Secretary of State for Education announced on 6 January 2021 that GCSE and A level 
examinations will not take place this summer. As things currently stand, all educational providers are 
currently awaiting specific details on the process that will now replace these examinations following 
a period of consultation as the examinations regulator Ofqual and the Department for 
Education (DfE) work together to consider how to grade students in a valid, objective and fair 
manner. This will need to be whilst accurately reflecting the hard work students have shown since 
commencing their respective examination courses. At this stage, as best as we possibly can, we 
want to provide you with some surety about our approach and will continue to be, and remain, as 
open and transparent in our communications as possible, whilst moving forward with only your very 
best interests at heart. 
 
Regardless as to what is eventually proposed by the Government and Ofqual, we will require as 
strong an evidence base as possible to support assessments of your achievement in each subject 
you take. To best achieve this, we aim to continue as we would have if we were not in a further 
national lockdown to complete courses and curriculum content. 
 
We know you may well be very concerned, and understandably so, that after this week’s 
announcements that this summer’s public examinations are cancelled and that some form of centre 
assessed grades will occur instead, the results of the Year 11 Mock Examinations will carry more 
weight than they usually would. However, there are three points to be made with regards this: 
 

 Mock examination grades will only ever be used alongside a range of other data obtained 
earlier in the course, or indeed between now and the time we need to accurately and robustly 
capture your final individual subject grades. 

 We genuinely feel we already have a strong idea of the grades of which you are capable and 
again, we remain extremely aware of the difficult and challenging circumstances under which 
you have had to work since March 2020. Therefore, all our efforts remain devoted to offering 
you the very best opportunities to show what you are capable of and to best equip you for 
your progression into your post-16 destinations.  

 Therefore, and to reiterate, a rigorous, quality-assured and comprehensive analysis of a 
significant range of data and factors will be undertaken before we submit your final grades to 
the individual examination boards at some stipulated point in the summer term.  

 
During the term ahead therefore, you have an outstanding opportunity to further show your teaching 
staff your capability and any additional resulting progress you will, I’m certain, make in each of your 
subjects. This is whilst also remembering the important previous point made that Centre Assessed 
Grades (CAGs), are not just based on mock examination scores. Therefore, your engagement during 
this latest lockdown period is going to be a critical factor in your overall success. To be very clear, 
this is a further chance to shine and show exactly what you are capable of whilst also, and very 
importantly, giving you more control than ever with regards your final outcomes founded on your best 
‘Learnability’. 
 

https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/ofqual
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/department-for-education
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/department-for-education


As Mr Wakefield said in his recent communications, and as was the case you will know last year 
when we had to conduct a very similar process, we will keep you updated every step of the way. 
However, we do ask that you remain cautious about what you read in the media, as in our current 
context, reality is frequently distorted by inaccurate, ill-informed articles and associated opinions. 
With this in mind, please continue to liaise with Mr. Rose, Mrs. D’Arcy-Smith and I, as well as your 
teachers, if you have any questions and we will do our utmost to swiftly clarify the issue raised as 
best we possibly can based on the latest information we have received from reputable sources such 
as the Department for Education or Ofqual.   
 
I want to conclude by providing the strongest level of reassurance that we will do whatever is required 
to ensure the very best outcomes and experience for each and every one of you as we endeavour 
to navigate our way through these ongoing challenging times. We will not let your generation be 
defined by COVID-19, however, to successfully achieve this, we need to continue working together 
stronger and more effectively than ever before to open up the future every single one of you so richly 
deserves. For now, please continue to attend your online lessons, continue to work hard, and 
know that every piece of work you submit will be noted, logged and contribute to your final 
overall grade for each of your chosen subjects. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr A Stoneman 
Assistant Vice Principal – Campus Lead for Fambridge Road 
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