
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ref: JEV/AST/RCL/lfr 
 
25 March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Uniform and Attendance Expectations for Plume Academy Students - Summer Term 2021  
 
We would like to take this opportunity, as we draw to the close of the spring term, to once again thank you for your 
support in ensuring that the students returned safely and positively to face-to-face teaching at the academy on Monday 
8 March. It has been incredibly rewarding and reassuring to see them settle back into academy routines, and they have 
been fantastic with their adherence to the expectations and clear guidelines relating to COVID-19 protocols that we have 
securely had in place.   
 
Uniform 
 
As we prepare to move into the summer term, following the Easter break, we will now be able to return to the normal 
expectations for wearing uniform.  Whilst we have shown consideration for parents and students with regards to 
outgrown uniform and the need for additional layers in the colder weather conditions, we are now pleased to reinstate 
the uniform expectations and high standards that we have all worked very hard to establish over the past few years. This 
means that the wearing of PE kit, jumpers/coats inside of the academy building and non-black trainers will no longer be 
permitted as acceptable Plume Academy uniform for day to day attendance. If a student has PE on a certain day they are 
expected to wear full uniform to the academy as the changing rooms facilities will be back in place to enable students to 
change as required. 
 
As of Monday 12 April 2021, all students will be required to attend the academy in full uniform, adhering to each feature 
as stipulated in our fully ratified uniform policy.  Please use the this link for your convenience: 
https://www.plume.essex.sch.uk/uniform-policy .   
 
As you can see the policy clearly documents the uniform expectations for our students in the academy however please 
ensure that you son / daughter gives particular consideration to the important points below as their full uniform is 
reinstated from Monday 12 April 2021: 
  

• Outdoor coats and all non-uniform jumpers are to 
be removed before entering the building.  

• Blazers are to be worn by all students in the 
building (with the exception of our Year 11 students 
who have the option of not wearing blazers) 

• Footwear should consist of plain black leather (or 
faux leather) shoes.  Please see the images for 
examples of the correct style of plain trainer (with 
no logos or flashings).  Canvas and materials other 
than leather or faux leather are not permitted 

• Rings, bracelets, necklaces are not to be worn and 
no more than one studded earring per ear. 

•  The academy graphite skirts should reach the knee 
area and not be rolled at the waist. 

• Top buttons on shirts are to be done up at all times. 

• Hair must be a natural colour. 

• No nail varnish or false nails to be worn. 

• Students will not be permitted to wear any form of leggings or jogging bottoms to the academy 

https://www.plume.essex.sch.uk/uniform-policy


• Students are not permitted to wear their PE kit to the academy, they should bring this separately, and change in 
the PE changing rooms, in line with normal expectations. 

 
Year 11 Uniform 
 
For the summer term, Year 11’s should continue to wear their full academy uniform which includes blazer, shirt, tie, 
trousers/skirt and footwear that is befitting of our whole academy expectations. However, students in Year 11, may have 
outgrown their blazers which will require them to contact Mr Rose and Mrs D’Arcy-Smith who will issue a uniform slip 
where required. Any stakeholder, that wishes to purchase a new blazer or skirt for their remaining time at the academy 
is a choice that you may choose to make but please do not feel obliged to do so. 
 
In summary, if a student of Year 11 is going to seek permission to wear non-academy uniform due to outgrowing certain 
parts of the academy uniform, please can we ask that an element of common sense is applied and that where possible, 
students wear very similar items of clothing that are in line with your academy uniform expectations. The Year 11 pastoral 
team will communicate accordingly if they have any concerns linked to uniform that arise when the students return after 
Easter break and they will seek to find a solution in collaboration with you, our valued stakeholders. 
 
Attendance 
 
It has been imperative for us as an academy to work closely with families on crucial matters such as attendance, in these 
changing and challenging times.  Whereas national guidelines stipulated that attendance was mandatory and fines should 
be implemented, we have aimed to create bespoke plans for the few families who have had to continue to shield or 
struggled to return and access the face-to-face learning.   
 
From Monday 12 April 2021, we expect all stakeholders to adhere to our full academy attendance policy:  
https://www.plume.essex.sch.uk/policies. If parents/carers would like to discuss any elements of the attendance policy 
and expectations, please can we ask that you contact your child’s Pastoral Team in the first instance who will be happy to 
address any queries you may have.  
 
COVID-19 Safety Guidelines from April 2021 
 
Whilst we are reinstating our normal uniform and attendance expectations, we will not be compromising stakeholder 
safety and wellbeing at any point in this process.  We will continue to require all stakeholders to wear a face covering 
whilst moving in corridors and when not placed in the specified classroom. In the classroom, students will continue to 
have the option of wearing a face covering and will sanitise their hands upon entry and upon exiting. Students will also 
have the use of antibacterial wipes to wipe down any books, chairs or work surfaces. The strict sanitising and COVID-19 
guidelines for stakeholder safety will remain fully in place until otherwise directed by the government.  
 
If you require any further clarity regarding these expectations and details, please do not hesitate to contact the respective 
Pastoral Teams in the first instance who will be more than happy to address any specific questions you may have.  
 
Once again, thank you for your ongoing support and we will be in touch again once we have further information regarding 
the arrangements for the forthcoming weeks of the spring term. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ms J Everett                                                                Mr A Stoneman 
Assistant Vice Principal &    Assistant Vice Principal & 
Mill Road Campus Lead     Fambridge Road Campus Lead 
j.everett@plume.essex.sch.uk    a.stoneman@plume.essex.sch.uk 
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