
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CWA/LDA/LFR 
 
1 December 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: COVID-19 Update 
 
First of all, I hope this correspondence finds you and your respective families well. 
 
I am writing to you today to clarify that whilst the second national lockdown finishes at just after 
midnight tomorrow morning, from the academy’s perspective, there will be no change for the vast 
majority of stakeholders with regards COVID-19 expectations and associated protocols. With these 
in mind, however, I would like to take this opportunity to say how extremely appreciative my 
colleagues and I remain in terms of how you, our families, continue to act when it comes to alerting 
us to potential COVID-19 symptoms in your respective households. Such swift actions have not 
only kept your own families as safe as possible, but also the entire Plume Academy Family, which 
does of course number into the thousands. I have absolute faith this will only continue moving 
forward. 
 
In terms of COVID-19 symptoms, Public Health England, the Department for Education and Essex 
Test and Trace are still saying that the main three are: 
 

-  a temperature of 37.8°C+ and feeling hot to touch on the chest or back; 

- a new, continuous cough which means that there has been three episodes of heavy  

coughing in a 24 hour period or one hour of persistent coughing; and/or 

- a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia). 

 

If your child does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from the nhs.uk website at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/. If 

you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening, you can also seek advice 

from NHS 111 at https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. However, and to reiterate, as you, our parents 

and carers, have done exceptionally well throughout the past nine months, please keep the academy 

updated with regards any tests and self-isolation protocols you and your respective families may well 

need to follow moving forward.  

 

On behalf of our First Aid Administrators, we also remain most appreciative of your support when 

they have called you to pick up your child if any of the three symptoms have developed whilst they 

have been in the academy.  

 

As a further polite reminder and as highlighted in many of my other recent communications: 

 

- if a child has sickness and/or diarrhoea, this may be a sign of many conditions, most of them 

infectious. Therefore, if at the academy, the student should go straight home and stay at 

home for two days longer than the sickness and/or diarrhoea lasts. COVID-19 actions only 

need to be pursued if any one of the three main symptoms then manifest; and 
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- if a student has the symptoms of a common cold such as a runny nose, feeling under the 

weather etc. but does not have any of the three symptoms, the advice and guidance 

continues to say that they may come to school if the parent or carer feels they can. No 

COVID-19 self-isolation or test would need to be pursued either at this stage and unless 

they developed one or more of the three main COVID-19 symptoms.  

 

I have also remained extremely impressed in terms of how our students have continued to adhere 

to our core expectations relating to the wearing of face coverings on the corridors, whilst moving 

between lessons, queuing up for the canteen and on public transport. Also, whilst following one way 

systems, sanitising upon entry to and exiting lessons, wiping down various items of equipment 

across a multitude of subject areas and despite the very limited space, remaining in their year 

group bubbles at both break and lunchtime. They have also been exemplary in terms of their 

support of all windows and doors being open in classroom and teaching environments so as to 

ensure optimum ventilation, even with the weather significantly changing in recent weeks.  

 

I also have absolute faith this will only continue moving forward, however, any additional support 

from yourselves would be greatly appreciated in terms of our students bringing in their own face 

coverings and sanitiser as we continue to go through large quantities of both on a daily basis. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this further COVID-19 update as well as for your ongoing, 

vitally important and greatly appreciated support as we continue to work our way through these 

ongoing challenging times. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Mr C A Wakefield 

Executive Principal 
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