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@PAL_Librarian Book Recommendations 

“A library is proof that you can never have too much of a good thing.”  

The Essex Serpent by Sarah Perry  

London 1893. When Cora Seaborne's husband dies, she steps into her 

new life as a widow with as much relief as sad-

ness: her marriage was not a happy one. She 

leaves town for Essex, where she hopes fresh air 

and open space will provide the refuge they need. 

When they take lodgings in Colchester, rumours 

reach them from further up the estuary that the 

mythical Essex Serpent, once said to roam the 

marshes claiming human lives, has returned to the 

coastal parish of Aldwinter. Cora, a keen amateur 

naturalist  is convinced that this is an undiscov-

ered species. As she sets out on its trail, she is 

introduced to William Ransome, Aldwinter's vicar. 

Like Cora, Will is deeply suspicious of the rumours, but he thinks they 

are founded on moral panic.  As he tries to calm his parishioners, he 

and Cora strike up an intense relationship, and although they agree on 

absolutely nothing, they find themselves inexorably drawn together 

and torn apart, eventually changing each other's lives in ways entirely 

Tanglewreck  
By Jeanette Winterson 

A  little way in the future, time is dis-

torting. Time Tornadoes are causing 

havoc. People are whirled out of their 

own time, never to return, and a Woolly 

Mammoth has been seen on the banks 

of the River Thames. But time is big busi-

ness, and whoever gets control of time 

controls life as we know it! In a house, 

called Tanglewreck, lives a girl called 

Silver and her aunt Mrs Rokabye. Unbe-

known to Silver there is a family treas-

ure in the form of a 17th-century watch 

called the Timekeeper, and this treasure holds the key to the mys-

terious and frightening changes in time. When the sinister Abel 

Drinkwater arrives at Tanglewreck in search of the watch, Silver 

realises she must embark on a journey through Time and Space to 

find the Timekeeper.  

Do you have a book  

recommendation?  

Just email it to 
c.symons@plume.essex.sch.uk 

with the title and brief  

Tell us about what makes it so 

good and you could find it pub-
lished in the next LAIC news-

letter! 

Word Millionaires 

Congratulations to our latest Word 

Millionaires 

  Dan Beale has read over 7 million 

words. 

Matthew Tachauer has read over 3 

million words  

Jake Brown has read over one million 

words. 

Keep reading and remember to do 

those quizzes when you finish a book.  

You  could win a Costa voucher if you 

get 100% in your quiz 

Plume.eplatform 

Don’t forget, you can now 

log on and get books from 

our e-platform site at any 

time, using your phones, 

tablets or ipads, so, if you 

can’t get to the LAIC you 

can still get to the books! 

To find out more about our recommended authors just go to the links below: 

http://www.jeanettewinterson.com/about/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah_Perry 



Go to the Plume Academy website  to see our new  LAIC page and Padlet link to lots of activities available to you online. 

Also see our Empathy Wakelet online  
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“Don’t be afraid to show off your true colours”  

Diversity week 
A selection of  LGBTQ+  books that are available in all of our LAIC’s. 

 

Books recommended for FRC LAIC users: 

Books recommended for MRC LAIC users: 
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Fill the library with new books! 
A good school library isn't just important for academic achievement. 
Reading for pleasure also improves children's wellbeing – something 
our children need now more than ever before.  

Our big prize draw is back, giving you the chance to win £5,000/
€5,000 of National Book Tokens for your school's library – and if 
your entry is picked, you'll also get £100/€120 of National Book To-
kens to spend on yourself! 

Find out about other previous winners, and enter this year's compe-
tition, below. The closing date is Saturday 31st July 2021, and the 
winner will be announced in the autumn term. 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools 

Come and see our Tree of Smiles in 

MRC LAIC. 

Contributions are from students 

and staff.  They range from Jam to 

Mrs Ollett and Frogs to 

 Mrs Wakefield! Want to become an author/comedian? Then it’s National Writing 

day on 24 6.21 and The National Literacy Trust have a couple of 

events going on that you may like to join in with. To find out more 

just go follow this link 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-writing-day/ 

“When I got my library card that is when my life began” Rita Mae Brown 
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“Bring back the light of love, not of fires burning bright” 

Carnegie Medal winner 2021 

Jason Reynolds 

Look Both Ways 

Ellen Krajewski, Chair of the 2021 CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals  
judging panel, comments: 

“This year’s Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medal winners are compelling stories told from a child’s 
viewpoint that deliver a powerful emotional punch. Look Both Ways is a breathtakingly gripping collection 
of intertwined stories brimming with humour, empathy, and humanity. Each story has its own heart with 
deft characterisation and narrative voices that feel child-like and completely real and recognisable, mak-
ing it identifiable for children and adults alike. It’s such an innocent tale which covers hard hitting issues 
including bullying, homophobia and bereavement. The title sums up the way it challenges the reader to 
see differently in an engaging and fresh way. 

Refugee Week  14-20 June 

This year the theme is  “We cannot walk alone”.  It is an invitation to extend 

your hand to someone out side your current circle, someone who has had 

an experience you haven’t. 

If you want to find out more about the events that are happening during 

this week then just go the following link: 

https://refugeeweek.org.uk/theme-of-refugee-week-2021-we-cannot-walk-

alone/ 


